[PARADISE REGAIN'T D. 
: hs | A POEM, In Four Books, | 


SAMS ON AGONISTES | 
A Daaxaricx POEM: 


| ] COM U 8. A Nike: 


WIT E gs 


POE Ms on Several Occaſions 


AND _ 


as 


A Tractate of Education. 


The AUTHOR 


10 * MILTON 
* 
N 


L O N. Do N, 


Printed for T. THOMPSON, R. DAMPER, "NH Bunch, 2 
H. SHORAM, T. CLiTCH, By Bros sox, D. Loads, 
F. Faircuer, G. TownwoLD, J. Dwaxr, J. Line 2 
. and W. E 255 . | 


2 | A 0 - = 0 a | 
. S. l * | 
_ l . * 7 5 14 O * : _ . * "4 4 


— s * * ” - — N 8 4 . 
— * 


2 
2 


FE HARVARD COLLEGE LBRARY: | 


J I CA : | 
LIONEL de JERSEY HARVARD N ; 

| CLASS.OF 1915 | ? | 

| „ SH. EU 165 : 5 | 
| 106 


% §ͤ‚ͤ%% F* 8 F 8 * 00 5 
9 1 N x 


Ew 2 22 852 
© oO WW 
18 . * 8 


eee e KEN 2 e 2 e 


* 


cPdradir Ae 4 Prom in Fear Books. 


Page 1 
J | . Samſon e A iramatic Poem. „„ 57 
f Comus, A Maſt. = | I 111 
Poems on ſeveral Occaſions. 8 
1 Lycidas. In this monody the author bewails a learn- 
bi ad friend, unfortunately drowned in his paſſage” 
f from Cheſter on the. "I fear, 1637. Rs - 
: q LAllegro. \ 14 
3 | n Fenſeroſo. K | | 159 
Arcades. Part of an entertainment preſented t to the 
Counteſi Dowager of Derby. ES 2. 
On the morning of Chriſt's nativity. 3 167; 


On {he death of a fair infant, djing of. a aig . 


At a qaration exerciſe in the college, 5 178 


CONTENTS 
Tie Pan. Page 18x 


On Time. 
Upon the Circumciſion. N 
Ai a folenm maſic. 5 © 
Epitaph on the Marehioneſs of Wincheſter; 186 F 
Song hg May morning. | 188 | 
On Shakeſpear. 189% MY 
on the Univerſi 9 Carrier. | 1 45 ib. 
On the new Forcers of Conſcience, | 191 
Ad Pyrrbam. Ode V. 192 ] 
The fifth Ode of Horace, Lib. J. engliſhed. 193 
Sonnets. = 194 5 * 
Pſalms 1, 2. 3, 4. 5+ 6, 7, 8. Bo, 51. 82, 83, 84, ; 
85, 86, 87, 88. bi 210, Ge. 1 
Paraphraſe on Pſalm 114. | 234 ” 


A Tradtate of E ducation. 237 


N 
2 


T Who ere while the * — ſung, - ©) 
Buy one man's diſobedience loſt, now * WAL. -. 
Recover'd Paradiſe to all mankind, 
By one man's firm obedience fully tryd 1 4 
Through all temptation, and the vr; TY 
In all his wiles, defeated and repuls dd. 
And Eden rais'd in the waſte. wilderneſs. a ket 3 
Thou ſpirit who ledſt this glorions: eremite * 
Into the deſart, his victorious field 05 
2 gainſt the ſpiritual foe, and h ' 
By proot the undoubted Son of God, Inſpires” 
As thou art wont, my. prompted ſong, | elfe mute; mm” 
And bear through heighth or depth of nature's bounds 
With proſperous wing full ſummꝰ'd to tell of deeds 7 
Above heroic, though in'ſecret done, | 
And unrecorded left through many an age, 
Worthy t' have not remain'd ſo long unſung, 
Now had the great proclaimer-with a voice 
More awful than the ſound of trumpet, cry'd ... 
Repentance, and heaven's kingdom nigh at hand © * 
To all baptiaz'd; to his great baptiſm flock dd 
Wich aue the be round, and with _ came 
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2 PARADISE REGAIN'D. Book I. 
From Nazareth the ſon of Joſeph deem 'd 
10 the flood Jordan came, as then obſcure, 
"Vamarkt, unknown ; but him the baptiſt ſoon 
Deſcry'd, divinely Warn- d, and witneſs bore ; 
As to his worthier, and would have See 5 
To him his heavenly office, nor was long 
His witneſs unconfirm'd : on him baptiz'd 
Heav'n open'd, and in likeneſs of a dove 
The ſpirit deſcended, while the father's voice 
From heav'n pronounc'd him his beloved ſon, 
That heard the adverſary, who roving {till 
About the world, at that aſſembly fam'd a 
Would not be laſt, and with the voice divine 
Nigh thunder - ſtruck, th' Exalted man, ta ; 
Such high atteſt was giv 'n, a while ſurvey d 
With wonder, then ith envy fraught, and rage, 
Flies to his place, nor reſts, but in mid air 
To council ſummons all his mighty peers, 
Within thick clouds and dark tenfold involy'd, 
A gloomy conſiſtory; and them amidſt _ 
With looks aghaſt and ſad he thus beſpake. 
O ancient pow'rs of air and this wide world, 
For much more willingly I mention air, 
This our old conqueſt, than remember hell 
Our hated habitation ; well ye know 
How many ages, ag the years of men, * 7 FT W*5 
This univerſe W. have poſſeſt, and rul'd _ 
In manner at one will th? affairs of earth, 
Since Adam and his facile conſort Eve . 
Loſt paradiſe deeeiv'd by me, though ſince 
With dread attending when the fatal wound 
Shall be inflicted by the ſeed of Eve _ 
Upon my head, long the decrees of heav'n 
Delay, for longeſt time to him is ſhort; - 1 
And now too ſoon for us the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compaſt, wherein x | 
Muſt bide the ſtroke of that long threaten'd wound, 
At — if ſo we can, and by the head 
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Bock I. PARADISE REGATN'p. 
Broken be not intended all our power 


To be infting'd, our freedom and our being, 
In this fair empire won of earth and air: 

For this ill news I bring, the woman's ſeed 
Deſtin'd to this, is late of woman born, 

His birth to our juſt fear gave no ſmall cauſe, | 
But his growth now to youth's full flow'r, diſplaying 
All virtue, grace, and wiſdom to atchieve 
Things higheſt, greateſt, multiplies my fear. 
Before him a great prophet to proclame 

His coming, is ſent harbinger, who all 
Invites, and in the conſecrated ſtream 
Pretends to waſh off ſin, and fit them ſo 
Purify'd to receive him pure, or rather 

To do him honour as their king; all come, 


And he himſelf among them Mas baptiz d; ; 


Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 
The teſtimony of heav'n, that who he is 
Thenceforth the nations may not doubt; I ſaw 


The prophet do him reverence, on him riſing 


Out of the water, heav'n above the clouds 
Unfold her eryſtal doors, thence on his head 

A perfect dove deſcend, whate' er it meant, 
And out of heav'n the ſov'reign voice J heard, 


This is my ſon belov'd, in him am pleas'd. 
His mother then is mortal, but his ſire, 


He who obtains the monarchy of heaven, 

And what will he not do to advance his ſon ? 

His firſt begot we know, and ſore have felt, 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep; 

Who this is we mult learn, for, man he ſeems 

In all his lineaments, though in his face 

The glimpſes of his father's glory ſhine ; 

Ye ſee our danger on the utmoſt edge 

Of hazard, which admits no long debate, 

But muſt with ſomething ſudden. be oppos'd,. 

Not force, But well couch'd fraud, well woven ſnares, 

Ere | in the head of nations he appear 
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„ PARADISE REGALY'D. Bock I. 


Their king, their leader, and ſupreme on earth. 
J, when no other durſt, ſole undertook * 
The diſmal expedition to find out 
And ruin Adam, and th' exploit perform'd 
Succeſsfully; a calmer voyage now | + 
Will waft me; and the way found proſp'rous once 
Induces belt to hope of like ſucceſs. 
He ended, and his words impreſſion left 
Of much amazement to th' infernal crew, 
Diſtracted and ſurpriz d with deep diſmay 
At theſe ſad tidings; but no time was then 
For long indulgence to their fears or grief: 
Vnanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this main enterprize 
To him their great dictator, whoſe attempt 
At firſt againſt manhind ſo well had thriv'd 
In Adam's overthrow, and led their march 
From hell's deep-vaulted den to dwell in light, 
Regents and potentates, and kings, yea gods 
Of many a pleaſant realm and province wide. 
So to the coaſt of Jordan he direQs 

His eaſy ſteps; girded with ſnaky wiles, 

Where he might likelieſt find this new-declar'd, 
This man of men, atteſted fon of God, 
Temptation and all guile on him to try ; 

So to ſubvert whom he ſuſpected rais'd 

To end his reign on earth ſo long enjoy'd : 

But contrary unweeting he fulfilPd 

The purpos'd counſel pre-ofdain'd and fixt 

Of the Moſt High, who in full frequence bright 
Of Angels, thus to Gabriel ſmiling ſpoke. * 

Gabriel this day by proof thou ſhalt behold, 
Thou and all angels converſant on the earth 
With man or mens affairs, how I begin 


To verify that ſolemn meſſage late, WY 


On which I ſent thee to the virgin pure | 
In Galilee, that ſhe ſhould bear a ſon © © 


. Great in renown, and call'd the ſon of God; 
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Book I. PARADISE KT. B. TS 
Then told'ſt her, doubting how theſe" things could be, 
To her a virgin, that on her ſhould come 

The Holy Ghoſt, and the power of the Higheſt 
O'er-ſhadow her: this man born and now up- grown, 
To ſhew him worthy of his birth divine 

And high prediction, henceforth I expoſe 

To Satan; let him tempt and now aſſay 

His eee. ſubtilty, becauſe he boaſts 

And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng. 
Of his apoſtacy ; he might have learnt 

Leſs overweening, ſince he fail'd in Job, 
Whoſe conſtant perſeverance overcame 
Whate'er his cruel malice could invent, 

He now ſhall know can produce a man 

Of female ſeed, far abler to reſiſt . 

All his ſollicitations, and at length 

All his vaſt force, and drive him back to hell, 
Winning by conquelt what the firſt man loſt 
By fallacy ſurpriz d. But firit I mean 

To exerciſe him in the wilderneſs, 

There he ſhall firſt lay down the i 
Of his great warfare, ere I ſend him forth 

To conquer fin and death the two grand foes, 
By humiliation and ſirong ſufferance : 

His weakneſs ſhall o'ercome ſatanic ſtrength 
And all the world, and maſs of ſinful fleſh; 
That all the angels and æthereal powers, 


They now, and men hereafter may diſcern, 


From what conſummate. virtue I have choſe 
This perfect man, by merit call'd my ſon, 
To earn ſalvation for the ſons of men. 
So ſpake th' eternal Father, and all heav'n | 
Admiring ſtood a ſpace, then into hymns MP 
Burſt forth, and in celeſtial meaſures mov'd | 
Circling the throne and finging, while the han 
Sung with the voice, and this the argument, 

Victory and criumph to the Son of God, 
Now entering his great duel, not of arms, 
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6 PARADISEREGAIN'D, en 
But to vanquiſh by wiſdom helliſh wiles. 

The father knows the ſon; therefore ſecure 
Ventures his filial virtue, though untry'd, 
Againſt whate'er may tempt, whate' er ſeduce 


Allure, or terrify, or undermine. 


Be fruſtrate all ye ſtratagems of hell, 


And deviliſh machinations come to nought. 


So they in heav'n their odes and vigils tun d: 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet ſome days 
Lodg'd in Bethabara where John baptiz'd, 
Muſing and much revolving in his breaſt, 

How beſt the mighty work he might begin 


Of Saviour to mankind, and which way firſt 


Publiſh. his. godlike office now mature, 
One day forth walk'd alone, the ſpirit leading; 
And his deep thoughts, the better to converſe 
With ſolitude, till far from track of men, 
Thought following thought, and ſtep by ſtep led on, 
He enter'd now the bordering deſart wild, 
And with dark ſhades and rocks environ'd round, 
His holy meditation thus purſu'd. 

O what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awak'd in me ſwarm, while I confider 
What from within I feel myſelf, and hear, 
What from without comes often to my ears, 
Hl ſorted with my preſent ſtate compar'd. 
When I was yet a child, ro childiſh play 
To me was pleaſing, all my mind was ſet 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 


What might be public good; myſelf I thought 


Born to that end, born to promote all truth, 
All righteous things: therefore above my years, 
The law of God I read and found it ſweet, 
Made it my whole delight, and'in it grew 

To ſuck perfection, that ere yet my age 


Had meaſur'd twice fix years, at our great feaſt 


I went into the terople, there to hear 


The teachers of our law, and to propoſe 


I, 
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Book I. PARADISE REGAIN'D. 7 


What might improve my knowledge or their own; e 
And was admir'd by all, yet this not al! 


To which my ſpirit aſpir'd, victorious deeds 


Flam'd in my heart, heroic acts, one while 
To reſcue Iſrael from the Roman yoke, 


Fhen to ſabdue and quell o'er all the earth 


Brute violence and proud tyrannic pow'r, _ 
Till truth were freed, and equity reſtor'd: - 
Yet held it more humane, more heav*nly, firſt "ie" 
By winning words to conquer willing hearts, 
And make perſuaſion do the work of fear: 
At leaſt to try, and teach the erring ſoul 
Not wilfully miſ. doing, but una ware 
Miſ- led; the ſtubborn only to deſtroy: 
Theſe growing thoughts my mother ſoon perceiving 
By words at times caſt forth inly rejoic'd, 
And ſaid to me apart, high are thy thoughts 
O ſon, but nouriſh them and let them ſoar. 
To what height ſacred virtue and true worth 
Can raiſe them, though above example high : 
By matchleſs deeds expreſs thy matchleſs ſire. 
For know, thou art no ſon of mortal man, 
Though men eſteem thee low of parentage, 
Thy father is th' eternal king who rules 
All heav'n and earth, angels and ſons of men; 
A meſſenger from God foretold thy birth 
Conceiv'd in me a virgin, he foretold 
Thou ſhould'ſt be great and fit on David's throne, 
And of thy kingdom there ſhall be no end. | 
At thy nativity'a glorious N | 
Of angels in the fields of Bethlehem ſung . 
To ſhepherds watching at their folds b by night, 
And told them the Meſſiah now was born, _ 
Where they might ſee him, and to thee they came; 
Directed to the manger where thou lay'ſt: | 
For in the inn was left no better room: + 
A ſtar, not ſeen before i in heav'n appearing 
Guided the viſe men thither from the eaſt, 
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To honour thee with incenſe, myrrh, and gold, 


By whoſe bright courſe led on they found the place, 


Affirming it thy ſtar new grav'n in heav'n, 

By which they knew the king of Iſrael born. 
Juſt Simeon, and prophetic Anna, warn'd _ 

By viſion found thee in the temple, and ſpake 
Before the altar and the veſted prieſt, 

Like things of thee to all that preſent ſtood : 
This having heard, ſtraight I again reyolv'd 
The law and prophets, ſearching what was writ. 
Concerning the Meſſiah, to our ſcribes 

Known partly, and ſoon found of whom they ſpake 
Jam; this chiefly, that my way mult lie ; 
Throogh' many a hard aſſay even to the death 
Ere 1 the promis'd kingdom can attain, 

Or work redemption for mankind, whoſe ſins 
Full weight muſt be transferr'd upon my head. 
Yet neither thus diſhearten'd or diſmay'd, 

The time prefix'd I waited, when behold ! 

The baptiſt (of whoſe birth 1 oft had heard, 
Not knew by ſight) now come, who was to come 
Before Meſſiah and his way prepare. 

I as all others to his baptiſm came, - 

Which I believ'd was from above; but he 


1 


Straight knew me, and with loudeſt voice proclaim'd 


Me him {for it was ſhewn him ſo from heav'n) 
Me him whoſe harbinger he was; and firſt 
Refus'd on me his baptiſm to confer, _ 

As much his greater, and was hardly won : 
But as I roſe out of the laving ſtream, 

Heav'n open'd her eternal doors, from whence 
The ſpirit deſcended on me like a dove, 

And laſt the ſum of all, my father's voice, 
Audibly heard from heav'n, pronounc'd me his, 
Me his beloved ſon, in whom alone 

He was well pleas'd; by which I knew the time 
Now full that I no more ſhould live obſcure, 
But openly begin, as beſt becomes 
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Book I, PARADISE REG ATND. " 
The authority which I derived from heav'n. | 
And now by ſome ſtrong notion I am led 


Into this wilderneſs, to what intent | 


I learn not yet, perhaps I need not know: 


For what concerns my knowledge God reveals, 


So ſpake our morning ſtar, then in his riſe, 
And looking round on every fide beheld 
A pathleſs deſart, duſk with horrid ſhades; 
The way he came not having mark'd, return 
Was difficult, by human ſteps untrod ; | 
And he till on was led, but with ſach . 
Accompanied of things paſt and to come 
Lodg'd in his breaſt, as well might recommend 
Such ſolitude before the choicelt ſociety. 
Full forty days he paſs'd, whether on hill 


Sometimes, anon in ſhady vale, each night 


Under the covert of ſome antient oak 

Or cedar, to defend him from the de w., 

Or harbour'd in one cave, is not reveal'd; 

Nor taſted human food; nor hunger felt 

Fill theſe days ended, hunger'd then at laſt 
Among wild beaſts: they at his fight grew mild 
Nor ſleeping. him nor waking harm'd, his walk 
The fiery ſerpent fled and noxious worm, 


The lion and fierce tiger glar'd aloof; - 
But now an aged man in rural weeds, - 


Following, as ſeem'd, the queſt-of ſome ſtray ewe, 


Or wither'd ſticks to gather; which might ſerve. 


Againſt a winter's day when winds blow keen, 
To warm him wet return'd from field at eve, 
He ſaw approach, who firſt with curious eye 
perus'd him then with words thus utter'd ſpake. 

Sir, what ill chance has brought thee to this place: 
So far from path or road of men, who paſs 
In troop: or caravan, for · ſingle none 
Durſt ever, who return'd, and dropt not here 
His carcaſs; pin'd with hunger and with drought, 
L ak thee ai and the: more: admire, 
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10 PARADISE REGAIN'D., Bock I. 
For that to me thou ſeem'ſt the man, whom late 
Our new baptizing prophet at the ford 
Of Jordan honour'd ſo, and call'd the ſon 
Of God; I ſaw and heard, for we ſometimes 
Who dwell thus wild, conſtrainꝰd by want, come forth 
To town or village nigh (nigheſt is far) 
Where ought we hear, and curious are to hear, 
What happens new; fame alſo finds us out. 
To whom the ſon of God, Who brought me hither 
Will bring me hence, no other guide I ſeek. 
Buy miracle he may, reply'd the ſwain, 
What other way T fee not, for we here 
Live on tough roots and: ſtubs, to thirſt inur'd 
More than the camel, and to drink po far; 
Men to much miſery and hardſhip born; 
But if thou be the ſon of God, 8 
That out of theſe hard ſtones be made thee ke 
So ſhalt thou ſave thyſelf and us relieve _ 
With food whereof we weetched ſeldom taſte. 
He ended, and the ſon of God reply d. 
Think'ſk thou ſuch force in bread; is it not written 
(For I diſcern thee other than thou ſeem'ſt) 
Man lives not by bread only; but each: word 
_ Proceeding from the mouth of God? who fed 
Our father's here with manna; in the mount 
Moſes forty days, nor eat nor drank, ' 
And forty days Elijah without food 
Wandered this barren waſte, the ſame I now: 
Why doſt thou then ſuggeſt to me diſtruſt, 
Knowing who I am, as I know who thou art? 
Whom'thus anſwer'd th” arch-fiend now undiſguis d. 
Tis true, I am that ſpirit unfortunate, 
Who leagu'd with millions morc in raſh revolt | 
Kept not my happy ſtation, but was driv'n 
With them from bliſs to the bottomleſs deep, 
Yet to that hideous place not ſo confin'd 
By rigour unconniving, but that oft 
Leaving my dolorous priſon 1 enjoy 
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Book I, PARADISE REGAIN?D. 
Large liberty to round this globe of earth, ; 
Or range in th air, nor from the heav n of bear ns | 
Hath he excluded my reſort ſometimes. | 
I came among the ſons of God, when he 

Gave up into my hands Uzzean Cob 
To prove him, and illuſtrate his high worth; 
And when to all his angels he propos d 3 

To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud, 

That he might fall in Ramoth, they Sale 
I undertook that office; and the tongues 

Of all his flattering prophets glibb'd'with lies 
To his deſtruction, as I had in charge, 


For what he bids 1 do; though I have loft” 


Much luſtre of my native brightneſs, loſt 
To be belov'd of God, I have not loſt 

To love, at leaſt contemplate and admire 
What I ſee excellent in gond, or fair, 


Or virtuous, I ſhould fo have loſt all ſenſe; '- 


What can'be leſs i in me than deſire 
To ſee thee, and approach thee, whom To. 
Declar'd the Son of God, to hear attent 49943 l! 


Thy wiſdom, and behold thy godlike deeds ? 2 RTE: ; 


Men generally think me much a foe” 


To all mankind : why ſhould 1? they to to me 


Never did wrong or violence, by them 
I loſt not what J loſt, rather by them 


I gain'd what I have gain'd, and with os en 


Copartner in theſe regions of the world; | 
If not diſpoſer ; lend them oft my aid, 

oft my advice by preſages and ſigns, 
And anſwers, oracles, portents and u, 


Whereby they may direct their future lif 


Envy they ſay excites me, thus to 2 

Companions of my miſery and woe. 1 FE 

At firſt it may be; but long ſince with doe N 

Nearer acquaiare@! now 1 feel by proof, 2 8 

That fellowſhip in pain divides not ſmart, 

Nor J ghtens e > man 5 Peculiar, load 3 
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11 PARADISE REGAIN'D. Book I. 
Small conſolation then, were man adjoin'd : 
This wounds me moſt (what can it leſs) that man, 
Man fall'n ſhall be reſtor'd, I never more. 
To whom our Saviour ſternly thus reply'd:- 
Deſervedly thou griev'ſt, compos'd of lies | RN 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end; 6d] N 
Who boaſt'ſt releaſe from hell, and ve to come | 
Into the heav'n of heav'ns : thou com'ſt rl. 
As a poor miſerable captive thrall, 
Comes to the place where he before had fat. 
Among the prime in ſplendor, now 2 | 
Ejected, emptied, gaz d, unpitied, ſhun'd, 
A ſpectacle of ruin or of ſcorn _ 
To all the hoſt of heav'n; the happy place W 
Imparts to thee no happineſs, no joy, © * 4 
Rather inflames thy torment, repreſenting $ 
Loft bliſs, to thee no more communicable, $15 0 
So never more in hell than when in heav'n. 
But thou art ſerviceable to heav'n's king. 
Wilt thou impute t obedience what thy fear 
Extorts, or pleaſure to do ill excites ? 
What but thy malice mov'd thee to miſdeem 
Of righteous, Job, then cruelly to afflict him. * 
With all afflictions? but his patience won. g 
The other ſervice was thy choſen taſk, 
Luo be a lyar in four hundred mouths; 4 
For lying is thy ſuſtenance, thy food. | 
Yet thou preten®f to truth; all oracles 
By thee are giv'n, and what confelt more true: 
Among the nations ? that hath been thy craft, 70 
By mixing ſomewhat true to vent more lies. | 
But what have been thy anſwers, what but dark, 
Ambiguous, and with double ſenſe deluding, 
Which they who aſk'd have ſeldom underſtood, 
And not well underſtood as good not known? 
Who ever by conſulting at thy ſhrine 
Return'd the wiſer, or the more inliruct | 
To fly or follow what concern'd him moſt, 


——— . 7—*·- LO 
8 8 — 
8 * * * 
* 
4 


Gai - 
74 5 
* y 


way wy — * — " 8 — 
N 2 5 : : ** 9 Fe . 3 
« 2 rr 4 - - ** \ 7 
* 1 | 
199" 
>. 


Book I. PARADISE REGAIN'D;. + 

And run not ſooner to his fatal ſnare ? * 

For God hath juſtly given the nations up 

To thy deluſions, juſtly, ſince they fell 
Idolatrous, but when his purpoſe is 
Among them to declare his providence | 

f To thee not known, whence haſt thou then thy —_ 
But from him or his angels preſident | 

In ev'ry province, who themſelves diſdaining 
T approach thy temple, give thee in command” 

What to the ſmalleſt tittle thou ſhalt ſay - 

To thy adorers? thou with trembling fear, 

* Or like a fawning paraſite obey'ſt; 

Then to thyſelf aſerib'ſt the truth foretold. 
But this thy glory ſhall be ſoon retrench'd; 
No more ſhalt thou by oracling abuſe _ 
The Gentiles; henceforth oracles are ceas'd; 
And thou no more with pomp and ſacrifice 
Shalt be enquir'd at Delphos or. elſewhere, 
At leaſt in vain, for they ſhall find thee mute. 
God hath now ſent his loving oracle. 

Into the world to teach his final will, 
And ſends his ſpirit of trath henceforth. to weir 

* In pious hearts, an,inward oracle 

To all truth requiſite for men to Enow. 

So ſpake our Saviour; but the ſubtle fiend, 
Though inly ſung with anger and diſdain, 
Diſſembled, and this anſwer ſmooth return'd; 

Sharply thou haſt inſiſted on rebuke, ' 
And urg'd me hard with doings, which not will 
But miſery has wreſted from me: where 
F Eaſily canſt thou find one miſerable, | C5 
And not infore'd oft times to part from truth, 
2 If it may ſtand him more in ſtead to lie, 

Say and unſay, feign, flatter, or abjure? 

But thou art plac'd above me, thou art lord; 

From thee I can and muſt ſubmiſs endure 

Check or reproof, and glad t' eſcape ſo quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk, 
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PARADISE REGAIN'D. Rook 4 
smooth on the tongue diſcours'd, pleaſing to th? ear, 

And tunable as ſylvan pipe or ſong; 
What wonder then if delight to hear 
Her dictates from thy mouth? moſt men admire 
Virtue, who follow not her lore: permit me 
To hear thee when I come (ſince no man comes). 
And talk at leaſt, though deſpair t' attain, 
Thy father, who is holy, wiſe and pure, 
Suffers the hypocrite or atheous prieſt 
To tread his ſacred conrts, and miniſter 
About his altar, handling holy things, 
Praying or vowing, and vouchſaf d his voice: 
To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet ö 
Inſpir'd ; diſdain not ſuch acceſs to me, 

To whom our Saviour with unalter'd br brow: 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy ſcope, 
I bid not or forbid; do as thou find'ſt | : 
Permiſſion from above: thou can't not more. 1 

He added not; and Satan bowing 8 9 
His gray diffimulation, x ol erdt 4 
Into thin air diffus'd : for now began 5 J 
Night with her ſullen wings to double ſhade 
The deſart, fowls in their clay neſts were couch'd; F 
And now wild beaſts came forth the woods to roam, AF 
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E AN while the new baptiz'd, who yet remain'd' 
; At Jordan with the baptiſt, and had ſeen 
Him whom they heard ſo late expreſly call'd. 
Jeſus Meſſiah Son of God declar'd, : 
And on that high authority had believ'd, 
And with him talk'd, and with him lodg'd, I mean | 
A Andrew and Simon, famous after known, 
With others, though in holy writ not nam d, 
1 Now miſſing him their joy ſo lately found, 
80 lately found, and fo abruptly gone, 
Began to doubt, and doubted many days, 
And as the days increas'd, increas'd their doubt: 
Sometimes they thought he might be only ſhewn,, 
And for a time caught up to God, as once 
Moſes was in the mount, and miſſing long. 
? And the great Thiſbite who on hery wheels- 
| Rode up to heav'n, yet once > again to come. 
Therefore as thoſe young prophets then with care 
Sought loſt Elijah, ſo in each place theſs 
. Nigh to Bethabara; in Jericho \ 
The city of palms, Anon, and Salem old, 
Machærus, and each town or city wall'd 
On this ſide the broad lake Genezaret, 
Or in Perea, but return'd in vain, 
Then on the bank of Jordan, by a creek, 
Where winds with reeds and oſiers whiſp'ring play; 
Plain fiſhermen, no greater men them * 
Cloſe in a cottage low together got, 
'T heir unexpected loſs and * out breath'd, 
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6 PARADISE REGAIN*D: Bbok II. 
Klas, from that high hope to what relapſe 
Unloek'd for are we fall'n! our eyes beheld 

Meſſiah certainly now come, ſo long 

Expected of our fathers; we have heard 

His words, his wiſdom full of grace and truth; 
Now, now, for ſure, deliverance is at hand, 

The kingdom ſhall to Hrael be reſtor'd: 

- 'Thus we rejoic'd, but ſoon our joy is turn'd: 

Into perplexity and new amaze: 

Por whither is he gone, what accident | 

Hath rapt him from us ? will he now retire: 

After appearance, and again prolong. 

Our expectation? God of Ifrael * | 

Send thy Meſſiah forth, the time is come; 

Behold the kings of the earth how they oppreſs- 

Thy choſen, to what height their pow'r unjuſt. - 

They have exalted, and behind them caſt 

All fear of thee; ariſe and vindicat® 

Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke :” 

But let tis wait; thus far he hath perform'd; 

Sent his invites; and to us reveabd him 

By his great prophet, pointed at and ſhown 

In public, and with him we have convers'd ; 

Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 

Lay on his providence; he will not fail, 

Nor will withdraw him now, nor will reeal, 

Mock us with his bleſt fight, then ſnatch him hence x 

Soon we ſhall fee our hope, our joy return. 

Thus they out of their plaints new hope reſume 

To find whom at the firſt they found unſought; 

But to his mother Mary, when ſhe ſaw 

Others return'd · from baptiſm, not her ſon, 

Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none: . 
TE Within her breaſt; though.caln; her breaſt, tho” pure, f 
MNotherly cares and feurs got head, and rais'd „ 
Some troubled thoughts, which ſhe in ſighs thus clad 

O what avails me now that honour high _ . 
To have conceiv'd of God, or that ſalute, 3 
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Bock IT, PARADISE REGAIN'D.. 17 
Fail highly favour'd among women bleſt; : 
While I to ſorrows am no leſs advanc'd, 


And fears as eminent, above the lot 

Of other women, by the birth I bore; - 

In ſuch a ſeaſon born when ſcarce a ſhed | 

Could be obtain'd to ſhelter him or me 

From the bleak air; a ſtable was our warmth, / 
A manger his, yet ſoon enforc'd to fly | * 
Thence into Egypt, till the murd'rous king 
Were dead, who ſought his life, and miſſing find 
With infant blood the ſtreets of Bethlehem; 
From Egypt home return'd, in Nazareth 


Hath been our dwelling many years, his life 


Private, unactive, calm, contemplative, 

Little ſuſpicious to any King; but now | 
Full grown to man, acknowledg'd, as I hear, 
By John the Bapriſt, and in public ſhown, 

Son own'd from heav'n by his father's voice: 

I look'd for ſome great change; to honour ? no, 
But trouble, as old Simeon plain foretoldd. 


That to the fall and riſing he ſhould be 


Of many in Iſrael, and to a ſign. 

Spoken againſt, that through my very ſouk 

A ſword ſhal! pierce, this is my favour'd log, 

My exaltation to afflictions high; = 

Afflicted I may be, it ſeems, and bleſt; 

I will not argue that, nor will repige. 

But where delays he now? ſome great intent | 

_ Conceals hi: when twelve years he ſcarce had ſeen, a 

J loſt him, but ſo. found, as well I faw | : 

He could not loſe himſelf; but went about 

His father's buſineſs ? what he meant I mus'd, 

Since underſtand; much more his abſence now 

Thus long to ſome great purpoſe he obſcures, 

But I to wait with patience am inur'd ; 

My heart hath been a ſtore-honſe long of things 

And fayings laid up, portending ſtrange events. 
Thus Mary pond'ring oft, and oft to ming 
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PARADISE REGAIN'D, Book II. 
| Recalling what remarkably had paſs'd 64 * 
Since firſt the ſalutation heard, with thoughts 
Meekly compos'd awaited the fulfilling :. ' 
The while her ſon tracing the deſart wild, 
Sole, but with holieſt meditations fed, 
Into himſelf deſcended, and at once 
All his great work to come, before him ſet; 
How to begin, how, to accompliſh beſt, 
His end of being on earth, and miſſion high. 
For Satan with ſiy preface to return 
Had left him vacant, and with ſpeed was gone 
Up to the midgle region of thick air, 
Where all his pptentates in council fate; - 
There without ſign of boaſt, or ſign c of j joy, 
Sollicitous and blank he thus began. 
Princes, heav'n's ancient ſons, æthereal thrones, 
, Demonian ſpirits now, from th' element 
Each of his reign allotted, rightlier call'd 
Pow'rs of fire, air, water, and earth bengath, 
So may we hold our place and theſe milds ſeats 
Without new troubles; ſuch an enemy. 
1 Is riſen to invade us, whom no leſs 
| Threatens our expulſion down to hell; 
I., as I undertook, and with the vote 4 
i Conſenting in full frequence was impower'd, 
44 Have found him, view'd him, taſted 2 but Bo. 
Far other labour to be undergone i 
4 Than when I dealt with Adam firſt of men, 
wn Though Adam by his wiſe's ; allurement Gl, 
+ However to this man inferior far, 
If he be man by mother's fi de at leaſt, 
With more than human gifts from heav n anger | 
perfections abſolute, graces: divine, 
And amplitude of mind to greateſt deeds, 
Therefore I am return d, leſt confidence , 
Of my ſucceſs with Eve in paradiſe | ; 
Deceive you to perſuaſion over · ſure * 


Of like ſucceeding here; L ſummon. all: a 
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Bock II. PARADISE REGAIN'D, 
Rather to be in readineſs, with hand 

Or vounſel to aſſiſt; left I who erſt 
Thought none my equal, now be over- match'd, 

So ſpake th' old ſerpent doubting, and from all 

With clamour was aſſur' d their utmoſt aid 
At his command; when from. amidſt them roſe 
Belial, the diſſoluteſt ſpirit, that fell, 
The ſenſualeſt, and, after Aſmodai, 
The fleſhlieſt incubus; and thus advis'd. 
Set women in his eye, and in his walk, 

Among daughters of men the faireſt found; 

Many are in each region paſſing fair : 
As the noon ſky; more like to goddeſſes 
Than mortal creatures, graceful and diſcreet, 
Expert in am'rous arts, enchanting tongues 
Perſuaſive, virgin majeſty with mild 
And ſweet allay'd, yet terrible t approach, 
Skilbd to retire, and in retiring draw . 


Hearts after them, tangl'd in am'rous nets. 


Such object hath the pow'r to. ſoften and tame 

Severeſt temper, ſmooth the ruggedꝰ'ſt brow, 

Enerve, and with voluptuous hope diſſolve, 

Draw out with credulous deſire, and lead. 

At will the manlieſt, reſoluteſt breaſt, 

As the magnetic hardelt iron draws, 

Women, when nothing elſe, beguil'd the wa 

Of wiſeſt Solomon, and made him build, ' 

And made him bow to the gods of his wives. 
To whom quick anſwer Satan thus return'd : 

Belial, in much uneven ſcale thou weight 

All others by thyſelf, becauſe of old 

Thou thyſelf doat' dſt on womankind, admiring 

Their ſhape, their colour, and attractive grace, 

None are, thou think'ſt, but taken with ſuch toys. 

Before the flood thou with thy luſty crew, 

Falſe · titled ſons of God, roaming the earth, 

Caſt wanton eyes on the daughters of men, 


And coupled with chem, and begot @ race. 


* 
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How many have with a ſmile made ſmall account 


He lightly view'd; and ſlightly overpaſs'd; 
How he ſirnam'd of Africa diſmiſs'd | 
In his prime youth the fair Iberian maid. 


Of fond defire ? or ſhould ſhe confident, 


All her array, her female pride dejet,, WB  _ 
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Have we not ſeen, or by relation heard, „ 7 
In courts and regal chambers how thou lurk'dſt, 4 | 
In wood or grove by moſly fountain ſide, | | 
In valley or green meadow to way-lay 

Some beauty rare, Caliſto, Clymene; 

Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, _ 

Or Amymone, Syrinx, many more 

Too long, then laid'ſt thy ſcapes on names rd 
Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, 

Satyr, or fawn, or filvan? but theſe hantts 
Delight not all; among the ſons of men, 


Of beauty and her lures, eaſily ſcorn'd 

All her aſſaults, on worthier things intent? 
Remember that Pellean conqueror, 

A youth, how all the beauties of the eaſt 


For Solomon; he liv'd at eaſe, and full 

Of honour,. wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond 
Higher deſign than to enjoy his ſtate; 

Thence to the bait of women lay cxpor'd*- 

But he whom we attempr is wiſer far | 
Than'Solomon, of more exalted mind, 

Made and ſet wholly on th' accompliſhment 

Of greateſt things ; what woman will-you find, 
Though of this age the wonder and the fame, 
On whom his leiſure will. vouchſafe an eye 


As ſitting queen ador'd on beauty's throne, 
Deſcend with all her winning charms begirt 
T' enamour, as the zone of Venus once 
Wrought that effect on Jove, ſo fables tell; 
How would one look from his majeſtic brow;. 
Seated on the top of virtue's hill, 
Diſcount'nance her deſpis'd, and put to rout: » 
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Or turn to reverend awe? for beauty ſtands 
In the admiration only of weak minds gs 
Led captive; ceaſe t' admire, and all her plumes 
Fall flat and fink into a trivial toy, 
At every ſudden lighting quite abaſht : 
Therefore with manlier objects we muſt try 
His conſtancy, with ſuch as have more ſhew 
Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular praiſe, 
Rocks whereon greateſt men have often wreck'd ; 
Or that which only ſeems to ſatisfy 
Lawful deſires of nature, not beyond. 
And now I know he hungers where no food 
Is to be found, in the wild wilderneſs ; 
The reſt commit to me, I ſhall let paſs 
No advantage, and his ſtrength as oft aſſay. , 
He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud acclaim 3 

Then forthwith to him takes a choſea band 
Of ſpirits likeſt to himſelf in guile 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear, 
If cauſe were to unfold ſome active ſcene 
Of various perſons each to know his part: 
Then to the deſart takes with theſe his flight; 
Where ſtill from ſhade to ſhade the ſon of God 
After forty days faſting had remaiwd, 
Now hungring firſt, and to himſelf thus ſaid: 
Where will this end? four times ten days I've paſt | 
- Wandring this woody maze, and human food 
Nor taſted.. nor had appetite, that faſt 
To virtue I impute not, nor count part 
Of what I ſuffer here; if nature need not, 
Or God ſupport nature without repaſt | , 
Though needing, what praiſe is it to endure? 
But now I feel I hunger, which declares ,,. . 
Nature hath need of what ſhe aſks; yet God 
Can ſatisfy that need ſome other way, 
Though hunger ſtill remain: ſo it remain 
Without this body's waſting, I content me, 

And from the ſting of famine fear no harm, 
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Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts that feed 
Ne hungring more to do my father's will. 
It was the hour of night, when thus the Son 
Commun'd in ſilent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hoſpitable covert nigh * 
Of trees thick interwoven.; there he ſlept 
And dream'd, as appetite is wont to dream, 
Of meats and drinks, nature's refreſhment ſweet; 
Him thought, he by the brook of Cherith ſtood 
And ſaw the ravens with their horny beaks 
Food to Elijah bringing even and morn, . 
Though rav*nous, taught t'-abſtain from what they 
brought : 
He ſaw the prophet alſo * he fled 
Into the deſart, aud how there he ſlept 
Under a juniper; then how awak d, 
He found his ſupper on the coals prepar'd, 
And by the angel was bid riſe and eat, 
And eat the ſecond time after repoſe, 
The ſtrength whereof ſuffic'd him forty days; 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partock, | 
Or as a gueſt with Daniel at his pulſe, 
Thus wore out night, and now the herald lark 
Left his ground neſt, high tow'ring to deſcry 
The morn's approach, and greet her with his ſong : 
As lightly from his graſſy couch up roſe 
Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream; 
Faſting he went to ſleep, and faſting wak' d. 
Up to a hill anon his ſteps he rear'd, _ 
From whoſe high top to ken the proſpect round, 
If cottage were in view, ſheep-cote or herd; 
But cottage, herd, or ſheep-cote none he ſaw, 
Only in a bottom avs a pleaſant grove, 
With chant of tuneful birds reſounding loud; 
Thither he bent his way, determin'd there 
To reſt at noon, and enter'd ſoon the ſhade 7 
High rooft, and walks beneath, and e F: 
That open'd in 2 midſt a woody ſcene; 31 
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Nor prof ter'd by an enemy, though who 


Nature ham 'd, or, bauer $0 expreſs, 
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Book II. PARADISE REGATN'D. 
Nature's own work it ſeem'd (nature taught art) 
And to a ſuperſtitious eye the haunt 


When ſuddenly a man before him ſtood, 
(Not ruſtic as before, but ſeemlier clad, 


As one in city, or court, or palace bred) 
And with fair ſpeech theſe words to him addreſsd. 


With granted leave officious I return, |, 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild ſolitude fo long ſhould bide, 


Of all things deſtitute, and, well I know, 
Not without hunger. Others of ſome note, 
As Rory tells, have trod this wilderneſs ; 


The fugitive bond- woman with her on, 

Out · caſt Nebaioth, yet found hergeelief | 
By a providing angel; all ther ice 

Of Iſrael here had famiſh'd, had not God 


Rain'd from heav'n manna, and that prophet bold 


Native of Thebes wand'ring here was fed 


© Twice by a voice inviting him to eat; 
Of thee theſe forty days none hath regard, 
Forty and more deſerted here indeed, 


2.2 


23 


Of wood- gods and wood - nymphs; he view d it roünd, 


To whom thus jeſus: what conclud'ꝰſt thou hence? 2 


They all had need, I as thou ſeeſt have none. 
How haſt thou hunger then? Satan reply'd; ö 


4 Tell me if food were now before thee ſet, 


Would'ꝰſt thou not eat? thereafter as I like | 


The giver, anſwer'd Jeſus. Why ſhould that 
Cauſe thy refuſal, ſaid the ſubtle fiend 2 


Haſt thou not right to all created chings? 2 
owe not all creatures by juſt right to ch 
Duty and ſervice, not to ſtay till bid, TE | 
But tender all their pow?r * nor mention * 


Neats by the law unclean, nor offer d firſt 


To idols, thoſe young Daniel could refuſe; 
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584 PARADISE REGAIN'D. Bock II. 
Troubl'd that thou ſhould'ſt hunger, hath purvey'd 
From all the elements her choiceſt tore * | 


To treat thee as beſeems, and as her lord, 


With honour, only deign to ſit and eat. 

He ſpake no dream; for as his words had end, 
Our Saviour lifting up his eyes, beheld _.. _ -\. 
In ample ſpace under the broadeſt ſhade 
A table richly ſpread, in regal mode, o 
With diſhes pil'd, and meats of nobleſt ſort 
And ſavour, beaſts of chaſe, or fowl of game, 

In paſtry built, or from the ſpit, or boil'd, 
Gris amber ſteam'd; all fiſh from ſea or ſnore, 
Freſhet, or purling brook, or ſhell or fin, 
And exquiſiteſt name, for which was drain d··d 
Pontus and Lucrine bay, and Afric coaſt. 
Alas, how ſimple, to theſe cates compar 1 
Was that crude apple that diverted Eve! 
And at a ſtately ſide · board by the wine 
That fragrant ſmell diffus'd, in order Rood 
Tall ſtripling youths, rich clad, of fairer bag rY 
Than Ganymed or Hylas; diſtant more 9 
Under the trees now tripp'd, now ſolemn ood » * 7 | 
Nymphs of Diana's train, and Natades 
With fruits and flow'rs from Amalthea's horn, Wy 4 
And ladies of th' Heſperides, that ſeemdd 
Fairer than feign'd of old, or fabl'd ſince. 
Of fairy damſels met in foreſt wide 


0 
** 


By knights of Lorges, or of Lyones, . | 


Lancelot, or Pelleas, or Pellenore. 

And all the while harmonious airs were heard | 

Of chyming ſtrings, or charming pipes; and winds 

Of gentleſt gale Arabian odours fann d 

From their ſoft wings, and Floras earlieſt ſmells, 

Such was the ſplendor; and the tempter now 

His invitation earneſtly renew e. 
What doubts the Son of God to ſit and ea 2 

Theſe are not fruits forbidden, no interdia®” 

Deſends the touching of theſe viands purer, 
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Their taſte no knowledge works at leaſt of evil, 


But life preſerves, deſtroys life's enemy, 

Hunger, with ſweet reſtorative delight. 

All theſe are ſpirits of air, and woods, and ſprings, 

Thy gentle miniſters, who come to pay 

Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their lord : 

What doubr?& thou Son of God? ſit down and eat. 
To whom thus Jeſus temp'rately reply'd : 


Said'ſt thou not, that to all things I had right? 


And who with holds my pow'r that right to uſe ? 
Shall I receive by gift, what of my own, 


When and where likes me beſt, I can command? 


I can at will, donbt not, as ſoon as thou, 
Command a table in this wilderneſs, 

And call ſwift flights of angels migiſtrant 
Array'd in glory on my cup t' attend. 

Why ſhould'ſt thou then obtrude this diligence 
In vain, where no acceptance it tan find, | 
And with my hunger what haſt thou to do ? 
Thy pompous delicacies [ contemn, 

And count thy ſpecious gifts no gifts, but guiles. 

To whom thus anſwer'd Satan malecontent : 
That I have alſo pow'r to give, thou ſeeſt; 

If of that pow'r | bring thee voluntary 

What I might have beſtow'd on whom I pleas'd, 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Choſe to impart to thy apparent need; 

Why ſhould'ſ thou not accept it ? but [ ſee 
What I can do or offer is ſuſpected; | 

Of theſe things others quickly will diſpoſe, 
Whoſe pains have earn'd the far-fercht ſpoil. With that 
Both table and ptoviſion vaniſh'd quite | 
With ſound of harpies wings, and talons heard ; 
Only the importune tempter ſtill remain'd, 

And with theſe words his temptation purſu'd. 

By hunger, that each other creature tames, 
Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not mov'd; 
Thy temperance invincible beſides; 

| B 
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For no allurement yields to appetite: 

And all thy heart is ſet on high deſigns, 

High actions; but wherewith to be atchiev'd? 

Great acts require great means of enterprize. 

Thou art unknown, unfriended, low of birth, 

A carpenter thy father known, thyſelf 

Bred up in poverty and ſtraits at home, 

Loſt in a deſart here, and hunger-bit : 

Which way, or from what hope doſt thou aſpire 

To greatneſs? whence authority deriy'ſt ? 

What followers, what retinue canſ thou gain, 

Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude, 

Longer than thou canſt feed them on thy coſt ? 

Money brings honour, friends, conqueſt and realms, 

What rais'd Antipater the Edomite, 

And his ſon Herod plac'd on Judah's throne, 

Thy throne, but gold that got him puiſſant friends? 

Therefore, if at great things thou would'ſt arrive, 

Get riches firſt, get wealth, and treaſure heap, 

Not difficult, if thou hearken to me: 

Riches are mine, fortune is in my hand : af 

They whom I favour, thrive in wealth amain, 

While virtue, valour, wiſdom fit and want. 
To whom thus Jeſus patiently reply'd : 

Yet wealth without theſe three is impotent 

To gain dominion, or to keep it gain'd. 

Witneſs thoſe antient empires of the earth, 

In height of all their flowing wealth diffoly'd : 
But men endu'd with theſe, have oft attain'd 
In loweſt poverty to higheſt deeds ; ö 
Gideon and Jephtha, and the ſhepherd lad, 
Whoſe offspring on the throne of Judah ſat 
So many ages, and ſhall yet regain 
That ſeat, and reign in Iſrael without end. 
Among the Heathen (for throughout the world 
To me 1s not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy memorial) canſt thou not remember 
Quintius, Fabricius, Curius, Regulus? 1 
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For 1 eſteem. thoſe names of men ſo poor, 
Who could do mighty things, and- could contemn. ' 
Riches, though offer'd from the hand of kings, 
And what in me ſeems wanting, but that 1 


May alſo in this poverty as ſoon * 
Accompliſh what they did, perhaps, and more: 2 


Extol not riches then, the toil of fools, 

The wiſe man's cumbrance, if not ſnare, more apt 
To ſlacken virtue, and abate her edge, 4. 

Than prompt her to do aught may merit praiſe. 
What if with like averſion I rejec 


Riches and realms? yet not, for that a crown, "of 
Golden in ſhew, is but a wreath of thorns, 


Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and ſleepleſs nights 
To him that wears the regal diadem 


When on his ſhoulders each man's burden lies: 
For therein ſtands the office of a king, _ 
His honour, virtue; merit, and chief praiſe, | 
That for the public all this weight he bears, 
Vet he who reigns within himſelf, and rules 
Paſſions, deſires, and fears, i is more a king : 1 
Which ev'ry wiſe and virtuous man attains: 
And who attains not, ill aſpires to rule 

Cities of men or headſtrong multitudes, 
Subject himſelf to anarchy within, 

Or lawleſs paſſions i in him, which he ſerves. 
But to guide nations in the way ef truth 


By ſaving doctrine, and from error lead 


To know, and knowing worſhip God ab 

Is yet more kingly; ; this attracts the ſoul, 

Governs the inner man, the nobler part: 

That other o'er the body only reigns; © 

And oft by force, which to a gen'rous mind 

So reigning, can be no ſincere delight. | 

Beſides, to give a kingdom hath been thought 5 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 
Far more magnanimous, than to aſſume. | 


Riches are needleſs, then; both for theraſelves, 
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And for thy reaſon why they ſhould be ſought, 
To gain a ſcepter, ofteneſt better miſs'd. 


N n 


Od ſpake the Son of God; and Satan ſtood 
A while as mute, confounded what to ſay, 
What to reply, confuted and convinc'd 

Of his weak arguing, and fallacious drift : 

At length collectigg all his ſerpent wiles, 
With ſoothing words renew'd, him thus accoſts. 
I ſee thou know'ſt what is of uſe to know, 

What beſt to ſay canſt ſay, to do canſt do: 
Thy actions to thy words accord, thy words 
To thy large heart give utterance due; thy heart 
Contains of good, wiſe, juſt, the perfe& ſhape. 
Should kings and nations, from thy mouth conſult, 
Thy.counſel would be as the oracle 
Urim and Thummim, thoſe oraculous gems 
On Aaron's breaſt, or tongue of ſeers old 
Infallible; or wert thou ſought to deeds 
That might require th” aray of war, thy ſkill 
Of conduct would be ſuch, that all the world 
Could not ſuſtain thy proweſs, or ſubſiſt 
In battle, though againſt thy few in arms, 
Theſe godlike virtues wherefore doſt thou hide, 
Affecting private life, or more obſcure 
In ſavage wilderneſs? wherefore deprive 
All earth her wonder at thy acts, thyſelf 
The fame and glory; glory, the reward 
That ſole excites to high attempts, the fame 
Of moſt erected ſpirits, moſt temper'd pure 
| #therea), who all pleaſures elſe deſpiſe, 
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All treaſures and all gain eſteem as droſs, 

And dignities'and pow'rs all but the higheſt ? 
Thy years are ripe, and over ripe; the ſon 

Of Macedonian Philip had ere theſe 1 
Won Aſia, and the throne of Cyrus held ” 
At his diſpoſe; young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pride, young Pompey quell'd 
The Pontic King, and in triumph had rode. 
Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature, 
Quench not the thirſt of glory, but augment, 
Great Julius, whom now all the world admires, 
The more he grew in years, the more inflam'd 
With glory, wept that he had liv'd ſo long 


1nglorious : but thou yet art not. too late. 


To whom our Saviour calmly thus reply'd. 
Thou neither doſt perſuade me to feek N 
For empire's ſake, nor empire to affect 
For glory's ſake, by all thy argument. 

For what is glory but the blaze of fame, 
The people's praiſe, if always praiſe unmixt ? 
And what the people but a herd confus'd, 

A miſcellaneous rabble, who extol 
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Things vulgar, and well weigh'd ſearce 1 worth the 


praiſe ? 


They praiſe and they admire they wo not what; z 


And know not whom, but as one leads the other; 


And what delight to be by ſuch extoll'd, 

To live upon their tongues and be their talk, 
Of whom to be deſpis'd were no ſmall praiſe? 
His lot who dares be ſingularly good. 


Th' intelligent among them and the wiſe 


Are few, and glory ſcarce of few is rais'd. 
This is true glory and renown, when Gd 
Looking on the earth, with approbation marks 


The juſt man, and divulges him through heaven 


To all his angels, who with true applauſe 
Recount his praiſes; thus he did to Job, 


When to extend his fame through heaven and earth - 
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(As thou to thy reproach mey'ſt well remember) | 

He aſk'd thee; haſt thou ſeen my ſervant Job? 

Famous he was in heav'n, on earth leſs known; 

Where glory is falſe glory, attributed . | 

T's think not glorious, men not worthy of fame. 1 
They err, who count it glorious to ſubdue 

By conqueſt far and wide, to over · run 

Large countries, and in field great battles win, 

Great cities hy aſſault. What do theſe worthies | 

But rob and ſpoil, burn, flaughter, and enſfave | 

Peaceable —_— Veen, , or remote, 

Made captive, yet deſerving freedom more | 

Than thoſe their conquerors, who leave behind ; 

Nothing but ruin whereſoe'er they rove, © 

And all the ffouriſhigg works of peace deſtroy ; 

Then ſwell with pride, and muſt be titled gods, | 

Great benefactors of mankind, deliverers, 5 

Worlhipp'd with temple, prieſt and ſacrifice ; 

One is the ſon of Jove, of Mars the other, 

Till conqu”ror Death diſcover them 2 e, 

Rolling in brutiſh vices, and deforny'd), 

Violent or ſhameful death their due reward. 

But if there be in glory aught of good, 

It may by means far different be attain'd 

Without ambition, war, or violence; - | 
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By deeds of peace, by wiſdom ent, 

By patience, temperance. I mention ill 

Him whom thy wrongs with ſaintly patience born, 

Made famous in a land and times obſcure ; c) 
Who names not now with honour patient Job? 

Poor Socrates (who next more memorable ?) 

By what he taught and ſuffer'd for ſo doing, | 

For truth's ſake ſuffering death unjuſt, lives now ” 

Equal in fame to proudeſt conquerors. 

Yet if for fame and glory aught be done, 

Aught ſuffer d; if young African for a hf 

His waſted country freed from Punic rage, 

The deed becomes. unprais'd, the man at leaſt, 


Bock III. PARADISE REGAIN'p. 
And loſes, though but verbal, his reward. 
Shall I ſeek glory then, as vain men ſeek i}. # 
Oft not deſerv'd? I ſeek not mine, but his 
Who ſent me, and thereby witneſs whence I am. 


To whom the tempter murm'ring thus reply'd, 


Think not ſo ſlightly of glory, therein leaſt 
Reſembling thy great father: he ſeeks glory, 
And for his glory all things made, all things 
Orders and governs, not content in heav'n 
By all his angels glority'd, requires 
Glory from men, from ail men, good or bad, 
Wiſe or unwiſe, no difference, no exemption ; - 
Above all ſacrifice, or hallow'd gift, 
Glory he requires, and glory he receives 
Promiſcuous from all nations, Jew, or Greek, 
Or barbarous, nor exception hath declar'd; 
From us his foes pronounc'd glory he erde. 
To whom our Saviour fervently reply'd. 
And reaſon ; ſince his word all things produc I . 
Though 3 not for glory as prime end, 
But to ſhew forth his goodneſs, and impart 
His good communicable t'ey'ry ſoul | 
Freely ; of whom what could he leſs expect 
Than glory and benediction, that is, take; 
The lighteſt, eaſieſt, readieſt recompence 
From them who could return him nothing elſe, 
And not returning what would likelieſt render 
Contempt in ſtead, diſhonour, obloquy ? 
Hard recompence, unſuitable return \ 
For ſo much good, ſo much beneficence. ' 
But why ſhou!d man ſeek glory? who of his own 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 
But condemnation, ignominy, and ſhame? 
Who for ſo many benefits receiv'd, 
Turn'd recreant to God, ingrate and falſe, 
And ſo of all true good himſelf deſpoibd; 
Yet ſacrilegious, to himſelf would take 
| * which to God, alone of right belongs: 
. 
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Yet ſo much bounty is in God, ſuch grace, 
That who advance his glory, not their own, 
Them he himſelf to glory will advance. 

So ſpake the Son of God: and here again 
Satan had not to anſwer, but ſtood ſtruck 
With guilt of his own fin; for he himſelf - 
Inſatiable of glory had loſt all: 4 
Yet of another plea bethought him ſoon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, ſaid he, ſo deem, _ 

Worth or not worth their ſeeking, let it paſs: 

But to a kingdom thou art born, ordain'd | | 
To fit upon thy father David's throne, _ : 4 
By mother's ſide thy father ; though thy right 

Be now in pow'rful hands, chat will not part 

Eaſily from poikſhon, 1 won with arms. 

Judza now and all the promis d land, 

Reduc'd a province under Roman yoke, 

Obeys Tiberius: nor is always rul'd. 

With temp*rate ſway ; oft have they violated 

The temple, oft the law with foul aan, ? 
Abominations rather, as did once Pon 7 
Antiochus: and think'ſt thou to regain A 

Thy right by fitting ſtill, or thus retiring ? 

So did not Machabzus : he indeed 

Retir'd unto the deſart, but with arms; 

And o'er a mighty king ſo oft prevail'd, 

That by Rrong hand his family obtain'd, 

Tho! prieſts, the crown, and David's throne vfurp'd, 
With Modin and her ſuburbs once content. 

If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 

And duty; zeal and duty are not flow, 

But on occaſion's forelock watchful wait: : 
They themſelves rather are occaſion beſt ; | L 
Zeal of thy father's houſe, duty to free 
Thy country from her heathen ſervitudez "| 

| So ſhalt thou beſt fulfil, beſt verify | 
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The prophets old, who ſung thy endleſs reign, 
The happier reign the ſooner it begins: 
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Reign then; what canſt thou better do the while? 
3 To with our Saviour anſwer thus return'd, 
| All things are beſt fulfill'd in their due time, 
And time there is for all things truth hath ſaid » 
f If of my reign prophetic writ hath told, 
That it ſhall never end, ſo when begin 
The father in his purpoſe hath decreed, _ 
; He in whoſe hand all times and ſeaſons roll: 
| What if he hath decreed that I ſhould firſt 
Be try'd in humble ſtate, and things adverſe, 
' By tribulations, injuries, inſults, 
Contempts, and ſcorns, and ſnares, and violence, 
Suffering, abſtaining, quietly expecting, 
Without diſtruſt or doabt, that he may know | 
What cat ſuffer, how obey ? whi 
| Can ſuffer, beſt can do; beſt reign, who firſt 
i Well hath obey'd; juſt trial ere I merit 
| My exaltation without change or end. 
But what concerns it thee when I 4 
My everlaſting kingdom, why art thou 
Solicitous, what moves thy inquiſition ? Re 
Know'ſt thou not that my riſing is thy fall, 


And my promotion will-be thy deſtrugion? 


To whom the tempter inly rack'd reply'd: 
Let that come when it comes; all hope is loſt 
Of my reception into grace; what worſe? 
For where no hope is left, is left no fear 7 l 
If there be worſe, the expectation more 
| Of worſe torments me than the feeling Yau: 
x J would be at the work; work is my port, | 
My harbour and my ultimate pon * 
The end I would attain, my final good, 
My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime: whatever, for itſelf condemn'd, 
And will alike be puniſh'd; whether thou 
Reign or reign not; though th that gentle brow 
Williagly I could fly, and hope thy reign, 
From that Per aſpect and meek regard, 
B 5 > 
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Rather than aggravate my evil ſtate, 
(Would ſtand between me and thy Father: s ire, 
Whoſe ire L dread more than the fire of ne 
A ſhelter, and a kind of ſhading cool | 
Interpoſition, as a ſummer's cloud, e. 
If I then to the worſt that can be haſte, 
Why move thy feet ſo ſlow to what is beſt, 
Happieſt both to thyſelf and all the world, 
That thou who worthieſt art, ſhould*ſ be . king 2 
Perhaps thou lingreſt, in deep thoughts detain'd 
Of th enterprize ſo hazardous and high; | 
No wonder ; for though in thee be united 
What of perfect can in man be found, 
Or human nature can receive, conſiderr, v7 4 
Thy life hath yet beep private, moſt part b 1 
At home, ſearce viewed the Galilean towns, _. 
And once a year Jeruſalem, few days bt F 
Short ſojourn; and what thence could'ſt thou obſerve? 'Y 
The world thou haſt not ſeen, much leſs her = { E 
Empires, and monarchs, and their radiant courts, - 
Beſt ſchool of experience, quickelt in ſight 72 
In all things that to greateſt actions led. 
The wilſeſt, unexperienc'd, will be ever 1 12 
Tim'rous and loth, with novice modeſty, 
(As he who ſeeking affes found a kingdom) 
Irreſolute, unhardy, unadventrous: , 135 3 
But L will bring thee where thou ſoon ſhalt quit © - | 
Thoſe rudiments, and ſee before thine eyes bi. | 
The monarchies of the earth, their pomp and dl face, ] 
Sufficient introduction to inform . 
Thee, of thyſelf ſo apt, in regal arts 
And regal myſteries, that thou may'ſt know 
How beſt their oppoſition to withſtand. ' | 
With that (ſych pow'r was given him then) he took 
The Son of God up to a mountain high. 
It was a mountain, at Whoſe verdant feet 
A ſpacious plain, out- ſtreteh'd in circuit wide, 
L. ay pleaſant; from his ſide two rivers flow'd, 
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Th' one winding, th' other ſtraight, and left between 
Fair champain with leſs rivers intervein' d.. 
Then meeting join'd their tribute to the ſea ; 

Fertile of corn the glebe, of oyl and wine, 
With herds the paſtures throng'd, with flocks the bills; 
Huge cities and high towr'd, that well might ſeem 
The ſeats of mightieſt monarchs, and ſo large 
The proſpect was, that here and there was room 
For barren deſart fountainleſs and dry. 


To this high mountain top the tempter brought ' 


Our Saviour, and new train of words began, 5 
Well have we ſpeeded, and ofer hill and dale, 
Foreſt and field, and flood; temples and tow'rs _ 
Cut ſhorter many a league; here thou behold'ſþ 
Aſſyria and her empire's ancientbounds, __ 
Araxes and the Caſpian lake, thence'on +7 Wars 
As far as Indus eaſt, Enphrates weſt, | 
And oft beyond; to ſouth the Perſian bay, 5 5 
And inacceſſible th* Arabian drought: 


Here Nineveh, of length within her wall 72 285 62 


Sev'ral days journey, built by Ninus old, 
Of that firſt golden monaræhy the ſeat, 
And ſeat of Salmanaffar, whoſe ſucceſs * 
Iſrael in long captivity ſtill mourns; * 
There Babylon the wonder of all tongues, 750 
As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice Ly 
Judah and all thy father David's houſe 5 
Led · eaptive, and Jerufalem laid waſ te, 
Till Cyrus ſet them free; Perſepolis a 


His city, there thou ſeeſt, and Bactria there A 


Ecbatana her ſtructure vaſt there ſhews, 5 
And Hecatompy los her hundred gates; 
There Suſa by Choaſpes, amber ſtrem, 
The drink of none but kings; of latter fame 
Built by Emathian or by Parthian hands, 


* 


The great Seleucia, Nicibis, and there 


Artaxata, Teredon, Cteſiphon, 
T cial with eaſy eye thou may'f bebold. — * 
N of ‚ 
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All theſe the Parthian, now ſome ages paſt, 
By great Arſaces led, who founded firſt 
That empire, under. his dominion holds, 
From the luxurious kings of Antioch won. | 
And juſt in time thou com'ſt to have a view 1 
Of his great pow'r; for now the Parthian king 
In Cteſiphon hath gather'd all his hoſt 
Againſt the Scythian, whoſe incurſions wild 
Have waſted Sogdiana; to her aid © 
He marches now in haſte; ſee, though from: far, 
His thouſands, in what martial equipage - 
They iſſue forth! ſteel bows, and ſhafts their arms, 
Of equal dread in flight, or in purſuit; | 
All horſemen, in which fight they moſt excel: 
See how in warlike muſter they appear, 
In rhombs and wedges, and half-moons and wiegs 1 
He lookt and ſaw what numbers numberleſs 
be city gates out pour d, light armed troops 
In coats of mail and military pride; 
In mail their horſes clad, yet fleet and ſirong,. 
' Prauncing their riders bore, the flow'r and choĩee 
Of many provinces from bound to bound; 
From Arachoſia, from Gandaor eaſt, 
And Margiana to the Hircanian cliffs - | | q 
Of Caucaſus, and dark Iberian dales, | b 
From Atropatia and th? neighb'ring plains 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the ſouth 
Of Suſiana, to Balſara's haven. 
He ſaw them in their forms of battle rang'd, | 
How quick they wheePd, and flying behind them ſhot 
Sharp fleet of arrowy ſhow'r againſt the face 
Of their purſuers, and overcame by flight, | 4 
The field, all iron, caſt a gleaming brown, je 
Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn... 
Cuiraſſiers all in ſteel for ſtanding fight; 5 4 
Chariots or elephants endorſt with tow” 8 1 
Of archers, nor of lab'ring pioneers, 


& wultituds with ſpades and a es r., d! [ 
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| | To lay hills plain, fell woods, or valleys fil *” 
Or where plain was, raiſe hill, or overlay 9 


With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke; 
Mules after theſe, camels and dromedaries, 
And waggons fraught with utenſils of war. 
Such forces met not, nor ſo wide a camp, 
When Agrican with all his northern re 
Beſieg d Albracca, as romances tell, 
The city of Gallaphrone, from whence to win 
The faireſt of her ſex Angelica, | 
His daughter, fought by many proudeſt knights, 
Both Paynim, and the peers of Charlemaine. 
Such and ſo numerous was their chivalry ; ' | 
Ar ſight whereof the fiend yet more mne C 
And to our Saviour thus his words renew'd. 
That chou may'ſt know I ſeek not to engage | 
Thy virtue, and not ev'ry way ſecure 
| On no light grounds thy fafety ; hear, and ind | 
| 1 To what end I have brought thee hither, and ſhewn 
4 4 All this fair fight: thy kingdom though foretold, 
| | By prophet or by angel, unleſs thow 
Endeavour as thy father David did, 
Thou never ſhalt obtain; prediction ſtill 
4 In all things, and all men, ſuppoſes mea 
4 Without means us'd, what it predicts revokes, 
But ſay thap wert poſſeſs d of David's throne 
By free conſent of all, none oppoſite, - 
Samaritan or Jew ; how could ſt thou hope 
Long:to enjoy it quiet and ſecure, \* 
Between two ſuch incloſing enemies, 5 
Roman, and Parthian? therefore one of theſe | 
4 Thou muſt make ſure thy own, the Parthian firſt, 
By my advice, as nearer and of late | 
= Found able by invaſion to annoy - ; oY 
-" Thy country, and captive lead away her kings 
* Antigonus,:and eld Hyrcanus bound, 
| Maugre the Roman: it ſhall be my taſk q 
To render tee the Parthian at dipoſe ; 
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ys PARADISE REGAIN'D. Book III. 
Chooſe which thou wilt by conqueſt or by _ 


Thou on the throne of David in full glory, 


By him thou ſhalt regain, without him not, 

That which alone can truly reinſtall thee 

In David's royal ſeat, his true ſucceſſor, Ht 
Deliv'rance of thy brethren, thoſe ten tribes 
Whoſe offspring in his territory yet ſerve 

In Habor, and among the Medes diſpers'd. 

Ten ſons of Jacob, two of Joſeph, loſt 

Thus long from Iſrael; ſerving, as of old 

Their fathers in the land of Egypt ſerv'd, 

This offer ſets before thee to deliver. 

Theſe if from ſervitude thou ſhalt reſtore ; 
To their inheritance, then, nor till then, | 


From Egypt to Euphrates, and beyond 
Shalt reign, and Rome or Cæſar not need fear. 
To whom our Saviour anſwer'd thus unmov'd.. 


Much oftentation vain of fleſhly arm, 


And fragile arms, much inſtrument of war 
Long in preparing, ſoon to nothing brought, 
Before mine eyes thou haſt ſet; and in my ear 


Vented much policy, and prbjeas deep 


Of enemies, of aids, battles and leagues, 
Plauſible to the world, to me worth gs: - 


Means 1 muſt uſe thou ſay'ſt, prediction elſe 


Of human weakneſs rather than of ſtrength. , | 5 


Will unpredict and fail me of the throne: 

My time I told thee (and that time for thee | 
Were better fartheſt off) is not yet comez 
When that comes, think not thon to find me flack 
On my part aught endeay'ring, or to need | 


Thy politic maxims, or that eee | 


Luggage of war there ſhewn me, argument 


My brethren as thou call'ſt them, thoſe ten ribes 
I muſt deliver, if I mean to reign | 1 44 
David's true heir, and his full ſceptre frog. * j 
To juſt extent over all Iſrael's ſons. 


But whence to thee this zeal, where was ec then 


Book HI. PARADISE RECAIN'D. 
For Iſrael, or for David, or his throne, q 


When thou ſtood*ſk up his tempter to the pride 


Of numb' ring Iſrael, which coſt the lives 
Of threefcore and ten thouſand Iſraelites 
By three days peſtitence ? ſuch was thy zeal 
To Iſrael then, the ſame that now to me. 


As for thoſe captive tribes, themſclves were they 


Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 


From God to worſhip calves, the deities 


Of Egypt, Baal next and Afhtaroth; 
And all th' idolatries of heather round, 


Beſides their other worſe than heath'niſh crimes ; 


Nor in the land of their captivity | | 
Humbled themſelves, or penitent bench 4 1 


The God of their forefathers; but ſo dy'd 


Impenitent, and left a race behind 
Like to themſelves, diſtinguiſhable ſcarce 
From Gentiles, but by circumciſion vain, 


And God with idols in their worſhip join d. 


should I of theſe the liberty regard, 

Who free'd, as to their ancient An 4%; 
Unhumbl'd, unrepentant, unreform'd, . | 
Headlong wou'd follow ; and to their gods perhaps 


Of Bethel and of Dan? no, let them ſerve =» 


Their enemies, who ſerve idols with God. 
Yet he at length, time to himfelf beſt 3 
Remembring Abraham, by ſome wond?rous call 


May bring them back repentant and ſincere, 


And at their paſſing cleave th Aſſyrian flood 
While to their native land with joy they ſly 3 
As the Red -Sea and Jordan once he cleft, 
When to the promis d land their fathers paſs'd; 
To his due time and providence I leave them. 
So ſpake Iſrael's true king, and to the fiend 
Made anſwer meet, that made void all his wiles. 
80 fares it I with IT n contends, 
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Eupen and troubl'd at his bad ſucceſs 
The tempter ſtood, nor had what to reply; 
Diſcover'd in his fraud, thrown from his hope | J 
So oft, and the perſuaſive rhetoric ; 
That ſleek'd his tongue, and won ſo much ofl Eye N 
80 little here, nay loſt; but Eve was Eve, 
This far his over- arch: who ſelf-deceiv'd © 
And raſh, before-hand had no better weigh'd 
The ſtrength He was to cope with or his own: 
But as a man who had been matchleſs held q 
In cunning, over-reach'd where leaſt he thought, 1 
To fave his credit, and for very ſpight 
Still will be tempting him who foils him ſtill, 
And never ceaſe, though to his ſhame the more 
or as a ſwarm of flies in vintage time, 
About the wine · preſs where ſweet moiſt is pour'd, 
Beat off, returns as oft with humming found; 
Or ſurging waves againſt a ſolid rock, | 
Though all to ſhivers daſh'd; th' aſſault renew, 
Vain batt'ry, and in froth or bubbles end; 
So Satan, whom repulſe upon repulſe 
Met ever, and to ſhameful ſilence brought, 12 
Yet gives not o'er though deſp'rate of ſucceſs, 
And his vain importunity purſues. 
He brought our Saviour to the weſtern ſide 
Of that high mountain, whenee he might behold 
Another plain, long, but in breadth not wide, 
Waſh'd by the ſouthern ſea, and on the north 
To equal length back'd with a ridge of hills, 


| That ſcrgen'd the fruits of th carth and ſeats of men 
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Book IV. PARADISE RE GAIND. 
From cold Septentrion blaſts, thence in the midſt 
Divided by a river, on whoſe banks 

On each ſide an imperial city ſtood, 

With tow'rs and temples proudly elevate 

On ſev'n ſmall hills, with palaces adorn'd, 
Porches and theatres, baths, aqueduas, 
Statues and trophies, and triumphal ares, 
Gardens and groves preſented to his eyes, 
Above the height of mountains interpos d. 

By what ſtrange parallax or optic {kill 

Of viſion multiply'd through air, or glaſs 

Of teleſcope, were curious to enquire : 3 
And now the tempter thus his ſilence broke. 

The city which thou ſeeſt no other deem 
Than great and glorious Rome, queen of the earth 
So far renown'd, and with the ſpoils enrich'd 
Of nations: there the capitol thou ſeeſt 
Above the reſt lifting his ſtately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel - 
Impregnable: and there mount Palatine 
Th' imperial palace, compaſs huge and high | 
The ſtructure, {kill of noble architects, | 
With gilded battlements, conſpicuous-far, 
Turrets and terraſes, and glitt'ring ſpires. 
Many a fair edifice beſides, more like. 
Houſes of gods (ſo well I have diſpos & 

My airy microſcope) thou mapꝰſt behold 
Outſide and inſide both, pillars and roofs 
Carv'd work, the hand of fam' d * 

In cedar, marble, ivory or gold. 

Thence to the gates caſt round thine eye, and lee. 
What conflux iſſuing forth, or entring in, 
Pretors, proconſuls to their provinces | 
Haſting or on return, in robes of ſtate; | 
Lictors and rods the enſigns of their pow'r, 15 
Legions cohorts, turmes of horſe and wings: 

Or embaſſies from regions far remote | | 
In various habits on the Appian road, 2 


* 


42 PARADISE REGAIN”'D. Book VL. 7 
Or on th* Emilian, ſome from fartheſt ſouth, 
Syene, and where the ſhadow both _ falls, 
Merc Nilotic iſle, and more to weſt, 

The realm of Bocchus to the black-moor ſea; 
From th' A ſian kings and Parthian among theſe, 
From India and the golden Cherſoneſs 

And utmoſt Indian iſle Taphrobane, © 

Duſk faces with white filken turbants wreath'd ; 
From Gallia, Gades, and the Britiſh weſt, 
Germans and Scythians, and Sarmatians north 
Beyond Dannbius to the Tauric pool. 

All nations now to Rome obedience pay, 

To Rome's great emperor, whoſe wide domain 

In ample territory, wealth and pow'r, 
Civility of manners, arts and arms, 

And long renown thou juſtly may'ſt prefer 
Before the Parthian; theſe two thrones except 
The reſt are barb'rqus, and ſcarce worth the ſight, 
Shar'd among petty kings too far remoy'd; _ 
Theſe having ſhewn thee, I have ſhewn, thee all 
The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 
This emp'ror hath no ſon, and now is old. 
Old and laſcivious, and from Rome retir'd 

To Fapreæ an iſland ſmall but ſtrong 

On the Campanian ſhore, with purpoſe there 

His horrid laſts in private to- enjoy, 

-Committing to a wicked favourite 

All public cares, and yet of him ſuſpicious, 
Hated of all, and hating; with what eaſe 
Indu'd with regal virtues as thou art, 

| Appearing and beginning noble deeds, 

Mightſt thou expel this monſter from his throne 
Now made a ſtye, and in his place aſcending. 

A victor people free from ſervile oke? 

And with my help thon may'lt to me the pow'r. > 
Ts giv'n, and by that right I give it thee. | 
Aim therefore at no leſs than all the world, 

Am at the higheſt, without the higheſt attain d 
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Book IV. PARADISE REGAIN' D. 43 


Will be for thee no ſitting or not long 
On David's throne, be propheſy d what will. 


» 


To whom the ſon of God unmov'd reply'd. hi 


Nor doth this grandeur and majeſtic ſhow - 


Of luxury, though call'd magnificence, 

More than arms before, allure mine eye, 

Much leſs my mind; though thou ſhouldſt add to tell 
Their ſumptuous tones and gorgeous n 
On Citron tables or Atlantic ſtone, 

(For I have alſo heard, perhaps have read) 

Their wines of Setia, Cales, and Falerne, 

Chios and Creet, and how they quaff in gold. 
Cryſtal and myrrhine cups imboſs'd with gems , 
And ſtuds of pearl, to me ſhou'dit tell who thirſt 
And hunger Rill ; then embaſſies thou ſhew'ft | 
From nations far and nigh ; what honour that, 
But tedious waſte of time to ſit and hear 

So many hollow compliments and lies, 


Outlandiſh flatteries ? then proceed'ſt to talk 


Of th' emperor, how eaſily ſubdu d, 
How gloriouſly; I ſhall, thou fay'ſt, expel 


A brutiſh monſter :' what if I withal _ _— 11469 


Expel a devil who firſt made him ſuch ? 

Let his tormentor conſcience find him out, 
For him I was not ſent, nor yet to free 
That people victor once, now vile and baſe, 
Deſervedly made vaſſal, who once juſt, 
Frugal, and mild, and temp'rate, conquer'd well, 
But govern ill the nations under yoke, + 
Peeling their provinces, exhauſted all . 

But luſt and rapine; firſt ambitious grown 

Of triumph, that inſulting vanity ; | 
Then cruel, by their ſports to blood inur u 
Of fighting beaſts, and men to beaſts expos'd, 
Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier ſtill, 
And from the daily ſcene effeminate. 

What wiſe and valiant man would ſeek to free 


Theſe thus degen' rate by chemſelves enllav'd, 


— 
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44 PARADISE REGAIN'D; Book IV. 
Or could of inward ſlaves make outward free 
Know therefore when my ſeaſon comes to fit 
On David's throne, it ſhall be like a tree 
Spreading and overſhad'wing all the Is: | 
Or as a ſtone that ſhall to pieces da 
All monarchies beſides throughout the wet, 
And of my kingdom there ſhall be no end: 
Means there ſhall be to this, but what on means, 
Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 
To whom the tempteꝭ impudent yd 5 + 
I ſee all offers made by me how flight 
Thou valu'ſt, becauſe offer d, and reject'ſt: 
Nothing wilt pleaſe the difficult and nice, 
Or nothing more than ſtill to contradict: 
On th” other fide know alſo thou; that 1 
On what I offer ſet as high eſteem, 
Nor what I part with mean to give for nought; 
All theſe which in a moment thou behold'ſt, 
The kingdem of the world to thee I give x 
For giv'n to me, I give to whom I pleaſe, 
No trifle; yet with this reſerve, not elſe, © es 
On this condition, if thou wilt fall down,  *7 
- And worſhip me as thy ſuperior lord. 
Eaſily done, and hold them all of me; 
For what can leſs ſo great a-gift deſerve > 
Whom thus-our Saviour anfwer'd with diſdain : 
I never lik'd thy talk; thy offers leſs, h 
Now both abhor, fince thou haſt dar'd to utter 
Th' abominable terms, impious condition; 
But I endure the time, till which expir'd,. 
Thou haſt permiſſion on me. It is written 
The firſt of all commandments, thou ſhalt worſhip 
The Lord thy God, and only him ſhalt ſerve; 
And dar'ſt thou to the ſon of God propound 
To worſhip. thee accurſt, now more accurſt 
For this attempt, bolder than that on Eve, 
And more blaſphemous; which expect to rue. 
The kingdoms.of the world. to thee were giy n, 
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Permitted rather, and by thee ufurp'd, 
Other donation none thou canſt produce: 


If giv'n, by whom but by the King of kings, 
God over all ſupreme? if giv'n to thee, 


By thee how fairly is the giver now 


Repaid ? but gratitude in thee is loſt * 
Long fince, - Wert thou ſo void of fear or ſhame, 4 


As offer them to me the Son of God, . 


To me my own, on ſuch abhorred pat 
That I fall down and worſhip thee as God: 
Get thee behind me; plain thou now ORE 
That evil one, Satan for ever damn d. 

To whom the fiend with fear abaſh'd reply, 
Be not ſo ſore offended, Son of God: 
Though ſons of God both atigels are a men, 
If I to tfy whether in higher ſort = 
Than theſe thou bear'ſt that title, have propos d 
What both from men and angels I receive, 
Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 
Nations beſides from all the quarter d winds, 
God of this world invok'd and world beneath; 
Who then thou art whoſe coming is foretold 
To me ſo fatal, me it moſt concerns, W 
The trial hath endamag'd thee no way, 
Rather more honour left and more eſteem s 
Me naught advantag'd, miſſing what I aim'd : 
Therefore let paſs, as they are tranſitory, 
The kingdoms. of this world; I ſhall no more 
Adviſe thee, gain them as thou can'ſt,\or not. 
And thou thyſelf ſeems otherwiſe inclin'd 
Than to a worldly crown, addicted more 
To contemplation and profound diſpute, 
As by that early action may be judg'd,. 


When flipping from thy mother's eye thou went'ft' 


Alone into the temple, there was found 
Among the graveſt Rabbies diſputant - 


on points and queſtions fitting Moſes' chair, 


Teaching not taught; the childhood ſhews the man, 


146 PARADISE REGAIN'D. Book IV. 
; As morning ſhews the day. Be famous then 

By wiſdom; as thy empire muſt extend, 

So let extend thy-mind o'er all the world, | 
In knowledge, all things in it comprehend: g N 
All knowledge is not couch'd in Moſes law, L 
The Pentateuch, or what the prophets wrote, 
The Gentiles alſo know, and write, and teach 
To admiration, led by nature's light:, _ 

And with the Gentiles much thou muſt, converſe, 
Ruling them by perſuaſion as thou meant 
Without their learning how wilt thou with them, 
Or they with thee hold converſation meet ? 

How wilt thou reaſon with them, how refute 
Their idoliſms, traditions, paradoxes ? 

Error by his own arms is beſt evinc'd. 

Look once more ere we leave this ſpecular mount - 
Weſtward, much nearer by ſouthweſt, behold 1 
Where on th' Ægean ſhore a city ſtands | | 
Built nobly, pure the air, and light the ſoil, | 7 
Athens the eye of Greece, mother of arts 5 ; 
And eloquence, native to famous wits ' 

Or hoſpitable, in her ſweet receſs, - 

City or ſuburban, ſtudious walks and ſhades 3 
See there the olive grove of Academe, | 
Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird ; 
Trills her thick- warbl'd notes the ſummer long, 
There flow'ry hill Hymettus with the ſound 
Of bees induſtrious murmur oft invites 
To ſtudious muſing; there Iliſſus rolls 
His whiſp'ring ſtream; within the walls then view 
The ſchools of ancient ſages ; his who bred 
Great Alexander to ſubdue the world, 
Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next: _ 
There thou ſhalt hear and learn the ſecret pow'r 
Of harmony in tones and numbers hit 
By voice or hand, and various · meaſur'd verſe, 
Aolian charms and Dorian Lyric odes, 


| And his who gave them breath, but higher fung. 
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Book V. PARADISE REGAIN'D, 
Blind Meleſigenes thence Homer call'd, 

W hoſe poem Phœbus challeng'd for his\own. 
Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 
In Chorus or Iambic, teachers beſt 

Of moral prudence, with delight receiv'd, 

In brief ſententious precepts while they treat 

Of fate and chance, and change in human life; 
High actions, and high paſſions beſt deſcribing : 
Thence to the famous orators repair, 

Thoſe ancients, whoſe reſiſtleſs eloquence 
Wielded at will that fierce democrate, 

Shook th” arſenal and fulmin'd over Greece 


47 


Xx 


To Macedon, and Artaxerxes' throne. 


To ſage philoſophy next lend thine ear, 


From heav'n deſcended to the low-rooft houſe 
Of Socrates, ſee there his tenement, _ 


Whom well-inſpir'd the oracle pronounc'd 
Wiſeſt of men; from whoſe mouth iſſu'd forth 
Mellifluous ie that water d all the ſchools 
Of Academics old and new, with thoſe 
Sirnam'd Peripateticks, and the ſe& _ 
Epicurean, and the Stoic ſevere, 
Theſe here revolve, or, as thou lik'ſt, at home, 
Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weight : 
Theſe rules will render thee a king compleat 
Within thyſelf, much more with empire join'd, 
To whom our Saviour ſagely thus reply'd. 
Think not, but that I know theſe things, or think | 
I know them not; not therefore am I ſhort 
Of knowing Shak I ought; he who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of light, 
No other doctrine needs, though granted true; * 
But theſe are falſe, or little elſe but dreams, | 
Conjectures, fancies, built on nothing firm, 
The firſt and wiſeſt of them all profeſs'd * 
To know this only, that he nothing knew; 
The next to fabling fell, and ſmooth nas FF 


A third ſort doubted all things, though plain ſenſe 54 - 
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Others in'virtue plac'd felicity, 

But virtue join'd with riches and long life, 

In corporeal pleaſure he, and careleſs eaſe: 
The Stoic laſt in philoſophic pride 

By him call'd virtue: and his virtuous man, 
Wiſe, perfect in himſelf, and all poſſeſſing 
Equal tb God, oft ſhames not to prefer, 

As fearing God nor man, contemning all 


Wealth, pleaſure, pain, or torment, death and life, 


Which when he liſts, he leaves, or boaſts he can j 
For all his tedious talk is but vain boaſt, 
Or ſubtle ſhifts conviction to evade. | 

Alas, what can they teach, and not miſ-lead ; 
Ignorant of themſelves, of God much more, 

And how the world began, and how man fell 
Degraded by himſelf, on grace depending? 
Much of the ſoul they talk, but all awry, 

And in themſelves ſeek virtue, and to themſelves 
All glory arrogate, to God give none, ; 
Rather accuſe him under uſual names, 
Fortune and fate, as one regardleſs quite 

Of mortal things. Who therefore ſeeks in theſe 
True wiſdom, finds her not, or by deluſion 
Far worſe, her falſe reſemblance 6nly meets 

An empty cloud. However many books 

Wiſe men have ſaid are weariſome; who reads 
Inceſſantly, and to his feading brings not 
A ſpirit and judgment equal or ſuperior, 

(And what he brings, what needs he elſewhere ſeek) 
Uncertain and unſettled ſtill remains 
Deep verſt in books and ſhallow in himſelf, 
Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 
* trifles for choice matters, worth a ſpunge ; 
ildren gath'ring pebbles on the ſhore, 

b f I would delight my private hours 
With muſic or with poem, where ſo ſoon 

As in bur native language can I find 
Phat ſolace ? all our law and ſtory ſtrew'd 
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ſeek) 


Thin forn with aught of profit or delight, 


The holieſt of holies, and his ſaint?s? 


Unleſs where moral virtue is expreſs dd 3 


| : 1 
Bock IV, PARADISE'REGAIN'D; 49 
With hymns, our pfalms with artful terms inſerib'd, 
Our Hebrew ſongs and harps in Babylon N 
That pleas' d ſo well our victor's ear, declare hes 4 
That rather Greece from us theſe arts deriv'd; © © 
Ill imitated, while they loudeſt ſing * 
The vices of theig deities, and their-own ky 1 
In fable, hymn, or ſong, ſo perſonating 0 
Their gods ridiculous, and themſelyes = . 2 
Remove the ſwelling epithets thick laid 
As varniſh on a harlot's cheek; the . 


Will far be found unworthy to o mp are 
With Sion's ſongs, to all true taſtes — | 
Where God is prais'd aright, and — men 


Such are from God inſpir'd, not ſuch from en 


By light of nature not in all quite loſt. 

Their orators chou then extoll'ſt, as thoſe 

The top of eloquence, ſtatiſts indeed, ; 
And lovers of their country, as ry * 
But herein to our prophets far beneath, 
As men divinely taught, and better teaching 
The ſolid rules of civil government. 

In their majeſtic unaffected ſtile, at; 
Than all the oratory of Greece and Rome. | 
In them is plaineſt taught, and eaſieſt learnt, 
What makes a nation happy, and keeps it fo, 
What ruins kingdoms, /and lays cities flat; 
Theſe only with our law beſt form a king. 

So ſpake the Son of God; but Satan now 
Quite at a loſs, for all his — were ſpent, 
Thus to our Saviour with ſtern brow replyd. 

Since neither wealth, nor honour, arms nor arts, 
Kingdom nor empire pleaſes thee, nor aught 
By me propos'd in life contemplative, 

Or active, tended on by glory, or fame 7 
What doſt thou in this world? the wilderneſs. . —_ 
C 
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For thee is fitteſt place, I found thee there, | 
And thither will return thee, yet remember | 
What I foretel thee, ſoon thou ſhalt have cauſe 
To wiſh thou never hadſt rejected thus 
Nicely or cautiouſly my offer'd aid, 
Which would have ſet thee in ſhort time with 3 
| On David's throne, or throne of all the world, 
Now at full age, fulneſs of time, thy ſeaſon 
When prophecies of thee are beſt fulfill'd. er” 
Now contrary, if I read aught in heav'n, | 
| Or heav'n write aught of fate, by what the lars, 
Voluminous, or fingle characters, ” 
In their conjunction met, give me to ſpell, 
Sorrows and labours, oppoſition, hate, 
Attends thee, ſcorns, reproaches, injuries, 
Violence and ſtripes, and laſtly cruel death; | 
A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom, 
Real or allegoric I diſcern not, | 
Nor when, eternal ſure, as without end, 
Without beginning; for no date prefix d, 
Directs me in the ſtarry rubric ſet. 
So ſaying, he took (for till he knew his pow'r 
Not yet expir d) and to the wilderneſs 
Brought back the Son of God, and left him chere, 
Feigning to diſappear. Darkneſs now roſe, 
As day · light ſunk, and brought in lowring night 
Her ſhad'wy offspring, unſubſtantial both, 
Privation meer-of light and abſent day. 
Our Saviour meek and with untroubled mind 
. After his aery jaunt, though hurry'd ſore, | . 
. Hungry and cold betook him to his reſt, . 
| Wherever, under ſome concourſe of ſhades 
q Whoſe branching arms thick intertwin'd might ſhield | 
From dews and damps of night his ſhelter'd head, 
But ſhelter'd ſlept in vain, for at his head 
The tempter watch'd, and ſoon with ugly dreams 
Diſturb' d his ſleep, and either tropic now 
Gan thunder, and both ends of heav'n the clouds 
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From many a horrid rift abortive pour'd | 
Fierce rain with lightning mixt, water with fire 
In ruin reconcil'd:: nor flept the winds | 

Within their ftony caves, but rufh'd abroad 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell 
On the vext wilderneſs, whoſe talleſt pines, 
Though:rooted deep as high, and ſturdieſt oaks | 
Bowꝰ'd their ſtiff-necks, loaden with ſtormy blaſts, . 

Or torn up ſheer : ill waft thou fhronded then, 
O patient Son ef God, yet only Rood'ft 

| Vaſhakeny nor yet ſtaid the terror there, 

Infernal ghoſts, and helliſh faries, round & 
Environ'dthee, ſome howl'd, ſome yell dj ſome alexa, | 
Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou 
Sat't unappal'd in calm and finlefs peace. | 
Thus paſs the night ſo foul, till morning fair 4 

Came forth with pilgrim i in amice gray; | J 


Of thunder, chas'd the clouds, and laid the 1 

And grifly ſpectres whiek the fiend had raid 

To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 

And now the ſun with more effectual beams 

Had chear'd the face of earth, and dry'd the wet 

From drooping plant, or drooping tree; the birds, 

Who all things now behold more freſh and _ 
After a night of ſtorm ſo ruinous | 
| Clear'd up their choiceſt notes in buſh) and ſpray Yeo 

To gratulate the ſweet return of morn : 
| Nor yet amidſt this joy and brighteſt morn «©. 

| Was abſent, after all his'miſchief done, 

* The prince of darkneſs, glad would aifo ſeem 

Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 
* vet with no new device, they all were 3 f 
Rather by this his laſt affront reſolv'd, 1 
Deſp'rate of better courſe, to vent his rage, 
And mad deſpite to be ſo oft repell'd. 
Him walking on a ſunny hill he found, | 
Back'd on the north and welt by a thick wood; c 
| C 2 | , | 


\'\ 


Out of the wood he ſtarts in wonted ſhape, 
And in a careleſs mood thus to him ſaid. 

Fair morning yet betides the Son of God, 
After a diſmal night; I heard the rack 
As earth and ſky would mingle; but myſelf 
Was diſtant; and theſe flaws, tho* mortals fear them 
As dang'rous to the pillar'd frame of heav'n, 
Or to the earth's dark baſis underneath, 
Are to the main as inconſiderable, | 
And harmleſs, if not wholeſome, as a ſneeze * 
To man's leſs univerſe, and ſoon are gone; 
Yet as being oft times noxious where they light 
On man, beaſt, plant, waſteful and turbulent, 
Like turbulencies in thꝰ affairs of men, | 
Over whoſe heads they roar, and ſeem to point, 
They oft fore-ſignify and threaten ill: 
This tempeſt at this deſart moſt was bent; 
Of men at thee, for oni chou here dwell'&. 
Did. 1 not tell thee, if thou did reject 
The perfect ſeaſon offer'd with my aid 
To win thy deſtin'd ſeat, but wilt prolong 
All to the puſh of fate, purſue thy way 
Of gaining David's throne no man knows when, 
For both the when and how is no where told, - 
Thou ſhalt be what thou art ordain'd, no doubt; 
For angels have proclaim'd it, but concealing 


The time and means: each a ew rightlieſt done, 


Not when it muſt, but when it may be beſt. 

If thou obſerve not this, be ſure to find, 
What J foretold thee, many a hard aſſay 
Of dangers, and adverſities, and pains, 
Ere thou of Iſrael's ſcepter get faſt hold; ; 
Whereof this ominous night that clos'd- thee round, 
So many terrors, voices, prodigies ail 
May warn thee, as a ſure fore-going ſign. 
So talk'd he, while the Son of; God went on 
And ſaid not, but in brief him anſwer'd thus. 

Me worſe than wet thou find'ſt not; other harm 
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| Thoſe terrors which thou ſpeak'ſt of, did me none; 
| I never fear'd they could, though noiſing land 
And threatning nigh; what they can do as ſigns: 
| Betok'ning, or ill boding, I:contemn 
As falſe portents; not ſent from God, but thee ; 
4 Who knowing I ſhall reign paſt thy preventing, 

: Obtrud'ſt thy offer d aid, that I accepting 
At leaſt might ſeem to hold all pow!r of thee,” © - | 
Ambitious ſpirit, and would'ſt be thought my Gone” 

And ſtorm'ſt refus'd, thinking to terrify | 4 
i Me to thy will; deſiſt, thou are diſcern'd 
| And toit-invain; nor me in vain moleſt. 
To whom the fiend now ſwoln with rage reply'd :- 
Then hear, O ſon of David, virgin-born ; | 

For Son of God is yet to me in doubt, | : 
Of the Meſſiah I have heard foretols © © © * 
By all the prophets; of thy birth at length 
| Announc'd by Gabriel with the firſt I knew 
} And of th? angelic ſong in Bethlehem field. 
| On thy birth-night, that ſung thee ——— 

( From that time ſeldom have I ceas'dto'eye 
Thy infancy; thy childhood, and thy you¹,ůH  -- 
Thy manhood laſt; though yet in private en 
Till at the ford of Jordan, whither all | 
Flock'd to the Baptiſt, I among the reſt; | 
| Though not to be baptiz'd, by voice * heav',- 

Heard thee pronounc'd the Son of God belov' d. 

Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 
And narrower ſcrutiny, that I might learn 
In what degree or meaning thou art call'd 
The Son of God, which bears no ſingle ee; 3. 
| The Son of God I alſo am, or was, ; 

And if I was, Lam; relation ſtands ;- 
All men are ſons of God; yet thee I Werke 

In ſome reſpect far higher ſo declar' d. OR 

Therefore I watch'd thy footſteps from that — 8 

And f6llbw'd/thee ſtill on to this waſte We 8. fs _ 

Wee by all beſt conjectures | collet'—o + © " 
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Thou art to be my fatal enemy, 8 

Good reaſqn then, if I beſore- 3 5 

To underſtand my adverſary, whe, ot oe 5 

And what he is; his wiſdom, pow'r, intent, 

By parle, nepal truce, or league 

To win him, or win from him what I can. 

And opportunity 1 here have had I 

To try thee, ſift thee, and confeſs _— thee: 

Proof againſt all. temptation-as'a rock 

Of adamant, and as a center, firm 

To th' utmoſt of meer man boch wiſe and good; 
Not more; for honours, riches, kingdoms, glory. 

Have been before contemn'd, and may again: 

Therefore to know what more thou art than man. 

Worth naming Son of God by voice from n. | 

Another method I muſt now 


So ſaying, he caught him up, ma without visg | 


Of Hippogrif bore through the air ſublime 
Over the wilderneſs and o'er-the plain; 
Till underneath: them fair Jeruſalem, 
The holy city lifted high her tow'rs, 
And higher yet the glorious. temple mt - 22 
Her pile, far off appearing like a mount . 
Of alabaſter, top'd with golden ſpires: 
There on the higheſt pinacle he fet —- 
The Son of God; and added: thus in ſcorn: x 

There ſtand, if thou-wilt ſtand; to ſtand uprĩght 
Will aſk thee ſkill; I to thy father 's houſe * 
Have brought thee, and higheſt place, highalt.is bet, 
Now ſhew thy progeny; if not to ſtand; | 
Caſt thyfelf down ſafely if Son of God: 
For it is written, He will give command 
Concerning thee to his angels, in their: bands 
They ſhall uplift thee, leſt at any time 
Thou chance to daſh thy foot againſt a Kone. 

To whom thus Jeſus : alſo-it is written, | 
Tempt not the Lord thy God; he ſaid and Rood. - 
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As when earth's ſon Antæus (to compare — 
Small things with greateſt) in Iraſſa ſtrove | 


With Jove's Alcides, and oft foiPd ſtill roſe, 


Receiving from his mother earth new ſtrength, 

Freſh from his fall and fiercer grapple join'd. 
Throttled at length in the air, expir'd and fell: 

So after many a foil the tempter proud, 

Rene wing freſh aſſaults, amidſt his pride 

Fell whence he ſtood to ſee his vidor fall. 

And as that Theban monſter that propos d 

Her riddle, and him, who ſolv'd it not, devour'd; 
That once found out and ſolv'd, for grief and ſpight . 
Caſt herſelf headlong from th' Iſmenian ſteep; 3 
So ſtruck with dread and anguiſh fell the fiend; | 
And to his crew that ſat conſulting, brought 

Joyleſs triumphals of his hop'd ſucceſs, 

Ruin, and deſperation, and diſmay, . 

Who durſt ſo, proudly, tempt. the Son of God. 

So Satan fell; and Rraight a fiery globe 

Of angels on full ſail of wing flew nigh, 

Who on their plumy vans receiv'd him ſoft 

From his uneaſy ſtation, and upbore 


As on a floating couch through the blithe air, | 


Then in a flow'ry valley ſet him down 

On a green bank, and ſet before him ſpread 

A table of celeſtial food, divine, 

Ambroſial fruits, fetcht from the tree of life, 
And from the fount of life ambroſial drink, 
That ſoon. refreſh'd him weary'd and repair'd 
What hunger, if aught hunger had impair'd, 
Or thirſt; and as he fed, angelic quires | * 


Sung heav'nly anthems of his victorx 


Over temptation, and the tempter proud. 
True image of the father whether thromd 
In the boſom of bliſs, and light of light | 
Conceiving, or remote from heay'n, enſtgin'd, 

In fleſhly tabernacle, and human form, 
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16 PARADISE REGAIN'D. Bock V. 
Habit or ſtate, or motion, ſtill expreſſing 5 
1 The Son of God, with godlike force indu'd | 1 
' Againſt th' attempter of thy father's throne; | | 
| And thief of paradiſe ; him long of old 
Thou didſt debel, and down from heav'n caſt: EM +. 
With all his army, now thou haſt aveng'd f | 
Supplanted Adam, and by vanquiſhing | 
Temptation, hath regain'd loſt paradiſe; | 
And fruſtrated the conqueſt fradulent : | | | 
i He never more henceforth will dare ſet foot | 
| In paradiſe to tempt; his ſnares are broke: 
For though that ſeat of earthly bliſs be Ps; | | 2 
A fairer paradiſe is founded now 
For Adam and his choſen ſons, whom thou | 
A Saviour art come down to re-inſtal —_ | 
| Where they ſhall dwell ſecure, when time ſhall be,. 
Of tempter and temptation without fear; 
But thou, infernal ſerpent, ſhalt not long 
Raule in the clouds; like an autumnal ſtar 5 N 
Or lightning thou ſhalt fall from heav* n trod down 1 
Under his feet: for proof, ere this thou feebſt. 
Thy wound, yet not thy laſt and deadlieſt wound 8 Ls 
By this repulſe receiv'd, and holdſt in hell ll Bs 
No triumph; in all her gates Abaddon rues 
Thy. bold attempt; hereafter learn with awe 
To dread the Son of God: he all unarm'd 
Shall chaſe thee with the terror of his voice 
From thy demoniac holds, poſſeflion foul, © 
Thee and thy legions, yelling they fhall fly, 
Aud beg to hide them in a herd of ſwine; 
Leſt he command them down into the deep : 
Bound, and to torment ſent before their time. ; 
Hail Son of the moſt high, heir of both ener 
Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work . | | 
Now enter, and begin to ſave mankind: © 5 | j 
T hus-they the Son of God our Saviour meek x * ‚ 
Sung victor, and from heav'nly feaſt refreſhit | 
Brought on his way with joy; he unobſerv!d: 
Home ta his mother's houſe private return'd. 
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| For, to purge the mind of thoſe and ſuch like paſſions, 
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Fraveſt writers, as Cicero, Plutarch and others, fre- 
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ergr, as it was daddy b hath 
been ever held the graveſt, moraleſt, and moſt 
profitable of all other poems: therefore ſaid by Ari- 
Rotle to be of power, by raiſing pity and fear, or ter- 


that is, to temper and reduce them to juſt meaſure 
with a kind of delight, ſtirr'd up by reading or ſeeing 
thoſe-paſſions well imitated. Nor is nature wanting in 
ker own effects to make good his aſſertion: for ſo in 
phyſic, things of melancholic hue and quality are uf- | 
ed againſt melancholy, ſour againſt ſour, ſalt to re- 
move falt humours. Hence philoſophers and other 


quently cite out of tragic poets, both to adorn and il- 
duſtrate their diſcourſe. The apoſtle St. Paul himſelf 
'C6 


Thr 


thought 1 it not unworthy to inſert a verſe of Euripides 


into the text of Holy Seripture, 1 Cor. xy. 33, and Pa- 


træus commenting on the Revelation, divides the whole 
book as a tragedy, into acts diſtinguiſh'd each by a 


chorus. of heavenly harpings, and ſong between, Here- 


tofore men in higheſt dignity have laboured not a 
Kttle to be thought able to · compoſe a tragedy, Of 
rhat honour Dionyſius the elder was no · leſs ambiti- 


ous, than before of his attaining to the tyranny. A- 
guſtus Cæſar alſo had begun his Ajax, but unable to 


pleaſe his own judgment with what he had begun, 


left it unfiniſhed, Seneca the philoſopher is by ſome. 


thought the author of thoſe. tragedies (at leaſt. the 
belt of them) that go under that name. Gregory Na- 
Zianzen, a father of the church, thought it not unbe- 
ſeeming the ſanctity of his perſon to write a tragedy, 


which is intitled, Chriſt ſuffering: This is mention- 


ed to vindicate tragedy from the-ſmall eſteem, or ra- 


ther infamy, which in the account of many it under 


goes at this day with other common interludes; hap- 
pening through the poet's error of intermixing : comic 


ſtuff with tragic ſadneſs and gravity; or introducing 
trivial and vulgar. perſons, which by all judicious 


| hath'been counted abfurd ; and brought in without 
diſcretion, corruptly to. oratify the people. - And tho? 
antient tragedy uſe no prologue, yet uſing ſometimes, 
in caſe of ſelf-defence, or explanation, that which Mar- 
tial calls an epiſtle ; in behalf of this tragedy coming 
forth after the antient manner, much different from 


what among us paſſes for beſt, thus much beforehand- 
may be epiſtld; that Chorus is here introduced after 


the Greek manner, not antient only but modern, and 
Rill in uſe among the Italians. In the modelling 
therefore of this poem, with good reaſon, the anti- 
ents and Italians are rather followed, as of much more 
authority and fame. The megſure of verſe uſed in the 
Chorus is of all ſorts, called by the Greeks Monaſtro- 


Phic, or rather Apolelymenon, without regard had tio 
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8 Antiſtrophe, or = which were a kind of 
. ſtanza's framed only for the muſic, then uſed with 
» FN: the chorus that ſung ; not eſſential to the poem; and 
10 therefore not material; or being divided into ſtanras 
or pauſes, they may be called Allzoftropha; Diviſion 
into act and ſcene referring chiefly to the ſtage (to 
which this work was never intended) is here omitted. 
It ſuffices if the whole drama be found not produ- 
ced beyond the fifth act, of the file. and uniformity, 
and that commonly called the plot, . whether i intri- 
, cate or explicit, which is. nothing indeed but ſuch. 
economy, or diſpoſition of the fable as may ſtand beſt 
with verſimilitude and decorum: they only will be 
judge who are not unacquainted with. Æſchylus, So- 
phocles, and Euripides, the three tragic poets yet un- 
equalled by any, and the beſt rule to all who endea- 
vour to write tragedy. - The circumſcription of time 
wherein the whole drama begins and ends, is accor. 
ding to antient rule and beſt r within the 
ſpace of your —_ Ws 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Guo maile captive, Hind; * nbau in th bee at 
Gaza, there ts labour as ina common wor thouſe, on 
"a feftival-day, in a general ceſſation from labour, 
comes forth into the open air, to a place nigh, ſome- 
avhat retired, there to fit a while and bemoan his 
condition. Where he happens at Tength to be vifit- 
ed by certain friends and equals of his tribe, which 
make the chorus, who ſeek to comfort him what they 
can ; then by bis old father Manoa, aubo endeavours 
the like, and withal tells him his purpoſe to procure 
Bis liberty by ranſonte ; and laſtly, that this feaſt 
wat proclaimed by the Philiſtines as a day of thankſ= 
_ giving for their deliverance from the hands of Sam-. 
fon, which yet more troubles him, Manoa then de- 
Parts fo proſecute his endeavour lth the Philiſtine 
 fords for Samſon's redemption; who in the mean 
while is viſited by other perfons ; and laſtiy, by x 
Public officer to require bis coming to the feaſt be» 
re the lords and people, to play or ſhew bir flrength 
Eng their preſence ; he at firſt refuſes, diſmiſſing the 
public officer with abſolute denial to come at length 
perſuaded inwardly that this was from God, he yields 
fo go along with him, aubo came now the ſecond time 
with great threatnings to fetch him; the chorus ger 
remaining on the plate, Manoa' returns Full of Joy - 
Fad hope, to procure ere long his ſon's deliverance + 
in the midſt of which diſcourſe an Hebrew comes in 
Bae, confufedly at firſt, and afterwards more di. 
* flindtly relating the cataſtrophe, what Samſon had 
done to the Philiſtinet, and ” accident to himfelf; 
| Wwherewith oe tragedy Fade, 0 
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The PERSONS. 


SAMSON. 


** 


Manon, the father fans 
Daria His wißt. 
Manarna of Cart 
Public officer. 
Chorus of Daurzs. | 
The Scene wy the priſon in Gora! 


* 


Samſ. An onward lend thy aiding TY 


To theſe dark ſteps, a little-farther « as 
For yonder bank hath choice of ſun or ſhade, | | 


There I am wont to fit, when any chance 
Relieves me from my taſk of ſervile toi, 
Daily in the common priſon elſe enjoin'd me, 
Where Ia pris ner ehain'd, fearce freely draw 
The air impriſon'd alſo, cloſe and damp, 775 
Unwholſome dravght; but here 1 feel amends, 

The breath of heav'n freſh blowing, pure and feet} | 
With day ſpring born; here leave me to reſpire, 
This day 4 ola feaſt the * led 
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- To Dagon their Tea idol, and forbid . _ . 1 

' . © Eaborious works, unwillingly this reſt | 
Their ſuperſtition yields me; hence with leave As 
Retiring from the Pop lar noiſe, I 'feek _ 
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This unfrequented place to find ſome eaſe, 
Eaſe to the body ſome, none to- the mind 


From reſtleſs thoughts, that like a deadly 5 — 
Of hornets arm'd, no ſooner found alone, 


But ruſn upon me thronging, and preſent 


Times paſt, what once I was, and what am now; "0 
O wherefore was my birth from heav'n foretold - 


Twice by an angel; who at laſt-in fight 

of both my parents all in flames aſcended 
From off the altar, where an off ring. burn'd, 
As in a fiery column charioting _ 

His godlike preſence, and from ſome great act 
Or benefit reveal'd to Abraham's race.?-. . 
Why was my breeding order'd and eke 
As of a perſon ſeparate to God, | 
Deſign'd for great exploits; if I.muſt die 
Betray'd, captiv'd, and both my eyes put out, 4 
Made of my enemies the ſcorn and gaze 3 ng 
To grind in brazen fetters under taſdjæõx 


With this heay'n- gifted ſtrength? O glorious, Rrengtd | 


Put to the labour of a beaſt; debas'd 
Lower than bondſlave ! promiſe was that I 


Should Iſrael. from Philiſtian 'yoke deliver; \ 5 A 


A for this great deliverer now; and: find hin 
Eyeleſs in Gaza at the-mill-with Nlaves, - 
Himſelf in bonds under Philiſtian yoke, - 
Yet ſtay, let me not raſhly call in doube: 
Divine prediction: what if all foretold 


Had been fulfilbd but through mine own deft, 5 
Whom have I to complain of but myſelf . 
Who this high gift of ſtrength committed to „mer 2421 
In what part lodg'd, how eaſily bereft me, 


Under the ſeal of lence could not 3 
But weakly to a woman muſt” reveal it, 
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_ Haply had ends above my reach to know : 


. © loſs of fight, of thee I moſt complain! 
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Diercome with importunity and tears. 4 7 _ 


O impotence of mind, in body ſtrong! \' Kal 
But what is ſtrength without a double ſhare. 6 
Of wiſdom, vaſt, unwieldy, burdenſome, 

Proudly ſecure, yet liable to fall 

By weakeſt ſubtleties, not made to rule; | 
But to obſerve where wiſdom bears command. 
God, when he gave me ſtrength, to ſhew vero 

How flight the gift was, hung it in my hair. 

But peace, I muſt not quarrel with the will 

Of higheſt diſpenſation, which herein 


Suffices that to me-ſtrength is my bane, 

And proves the ſource of all my miſeries 5+ 
So many, and ſo huge, that each apart 
Would -afk a life to wail, but chief of all, 


Blind among enemies, O worſe than chains; - 
Dungeon, or beggary, decrepit age! 

Light the prime work of God to me is extinct, 

And alk her various objects of delighhlt 
Annull'd, which might in part my RE * dg 
Inferior to the vileſt now become | 

Of man or worm; the vileſt here excel me, 7 
They creep, yet ſee, I dark in light expos d 

To daily fraud, contempt, abuſe and wrong, 
Within doors, or without, ſtill as a fool, 

In. pow of others, never in my own; _ 

Scarce half ſeem to live, dead more than half: 

O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon, 
Irrecoverably dark, total eclipſe. . | 
Without all hope of daß! "EE 
O firſt created beam, and thou great Wonks | 
Let there be light, and light was over all; 

Why am I chus bereav'd wy prime decree?- | 


And filent as the moon * 


When ſhe deſerts the night; EE. 


66 SAMSON fatal 
| Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 4 
> Since light ſo neceſſary is to life, e 
And almoſt life itſelf, if it be true = 
That light is in the ſoul, 6 of ö 
She all in ev'ry part; e. was che acht 
To ſuch a tender ball as thꝰ eye confin d? 
$0 obvious and ſo eaſy to be quench'd, 
And not, as feeling, through all parts diffus'd;. 
That ſhe might look at will through ev'ry pore ?/ 
Then had I not been thus exil'd from light; 
As in the land of darkneſs yet in light, 
To live a life half dead, a living death, 
And bury'd; but O yet more miſerable 1. 
Myſelf my ſepulchre, a moving _ | 
Zury'd, yet not exempt | ; 
By privilege of death and burial = 1 
From worſt of other evils, pains and wrongs; 
But made hereby obnoxious more 
To all che n. 
Life im captivity 
Among inhuman foes. 
* Put who are theſe ? der wich joint i 
The tread of many feet ſteering this way; 
Perhaps my enemies who come to ſtare 
At my affliction, and perhaps t' inſult, 
Their daily practice to afflict me more. 7 
Chor. This, this is:he 3 ſoftly a while, ls. 
Zet us not break in upon him; | | 
O change beyond report, thought or belief l 
See how he lies at random, careleſly diffus d, 
With languiſh'd head unpropt, 
As one paſt hope, abandon'd, 
And by himſelf giv'n over? 
In flaviſh habit, ill fitted weeds 
Deer · worn and ſoil' d 
or do my eyes miſrepreſent ? tein. 
That heroic, that renown'd, 
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No 8 of man, or fierceſt wild beaſt could with: 
ſtand ? 
Who tore the lion, as the Lon tears the kid, 
Ran on imbattled armies clad in iron, 
And weapoulefs himſelf, 
Made arms ridiculous, uſeleſs the forgery 
Of brazen ſhield and ſpear, the hammer d cuiraſs,. , 
Chalybean temper'd ſteel, and OT mail 
Adamantean proof; 
But ſafeſt he who ſtood aloof, | 
When inſupportably his foot advanc's, 8 
In ſcorn of their proud arms and warlike tools, 
Spurn'd them to death by troops. The bold Aſcalonita 
Fled from this lion ramp, old warriors turn'd 
Their plated backs under his heel; oY 
Or grov'ling ſoibd their creftedhelmets in the duſt. | 
Then with what trivial weapon came to hand, 
The jaw of a dead aſs, his ſword of bone, | 
A thouſand foteſkins fell, the flow'r of Paleſtin, 
In Ramath-lechi famous to this da: 
Then by main force pulbd up and on his ſhoulders bore 
The gates of Azza, poſt, and maſſy bar 
Up to the hill by Hebron, ſeat of giants 1 
No journey of a ſabbath- day, and loaded ſo; 
Like whom the 8 un heaven, 
Which ſhall I firſt bewail, 
Thy bondage or loſt fight,  * 
Priſon within priſon _ 8 780 
Inſeparably dark ? n 
Thou art become (0- worſt i h 
The dungeon of thyſelf; thy ſoul uh 
(Which men enjoying ſight oft without.conſy complaia's} 
Impriſon'd now indeed, 
In real darkneſs of the body dwells, 
Shut up from outward light 
YU incorporate with gloomy ws 
For inward light alas 
Puts forth no viſual. beam. 
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O mirror of our fickle ſtate, * 
Since man on earth unparallel'd-! 
The rarer thy example ſtands, » 
By how much from the top of wondꝰrous glory, 
Strongeſt of mortal men, 
To loweſt pitch of abject fortune thou art fall'n. 
For him Lreckon not in high eſtate; 
Whom long deſcent of birth” +» 
Or the ſphere of fortune raiſes; 
But thee whoſe ſtrength, while virtue was her mate; ; 
Might have ſubdu'd the earth, 
Vaiverſally crown'd with higheſt praiſes. 
© Samf.” I hear the ſound of words, their ſenſe the air 
Diſſolves unjointed ere it reach my ear. 


Chor, He ſpake, let us draw nigh. Matchleſs inmight; 


The glöry late of Iſrael, now the grief, 

We come thy friends and neighbours not' unknown J 
From Eſhtoal and Zora's fruitful vale 5 

To viſit or bewail thee, or if better, 

Counſel or conſolation we may bring, 

salde to thy ſores, apt words have pow'r to forage. 
The tumours of a troubled mind, 

And are as balm to feſter'd wounds. 

Samſ. Your coming. friends, revives me, for 1 learn 

Now of my own experience, not by talk; 

How counterfeit a eoin they are who friends 

Bear in their ſuperſcription (of the moſt 

I would be underſtood) in proſp'rous days 

They ſwarm, but in adverſe withdraw their head” 
Not to be found, though*fought; Ye ſee, 0 friends, # 
How. many evils have inclos'd me round ; 
.Yet that which was the worſt now leaſt afflicts me, 
Blindneſs, for had 1 fight, confus'd with ſhame, 
How could I once Iook up, or heave the head, 
|, Who like a fooliſh pilot have ſhipwreck'd 


My veſſel truſted to me from above, ö Ka 


Gloriouſly rigg'd; and for a word, a tear, 


Fool, have divulg'd the ſeeret gift of God 
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SAMSON AGONTSTES, $g 
To a deceitful woman? tell me, friends, 155 
Am I not ſung and proverb'd for a fool 
In ev'ry ſtreet, do they not ſay, how well 
Are come upon him his deſerts? yet why ? 
Iinmeaſurable ſtrength they might behold 
In me, of wiſdom nothing more than mean; 
This with the other ſhould, at leaſt, have pair d, ; 
Theſe two proportion'd ill drove me tranſverſe. 

Chor, Tax not divine diſpoſal, wiſeſt men 
Have err'd, and by bad women been deceiv'd; 
And ſhall again, pretend they ne'er ſo wiſe. 
Deje& not then ſo overmuch thyſelf, 
Who' haſt of ſorrow thy full load beſides; 
Yet truth to ſay, I oft have heard men wonder | 
Why thou ſhould wed Philiſtian woman rather . 
Than of thine own tribe fairer, or as fair, by - GY 


At leaſt of thy own nation, and as noble. 


Samſ. The firſt I ſaw at Timna, and ſhe my 
Me, not my parents, that I ſought to wed 
they knew not 
That what I mention'd was of God; I knew 
From intimate impulſe, and therefore urg'd 
The marriage on; Pract occaſion hence 4 
I might begin Iſrael's deſiverance, | 
The work to which I was divinely call'd. 
She proving falſe, the next I took to wife 
(o that I never had! fond wiſh too late) 
Was in the vale of Sorec, Dalila, 
That ſpecious monſter, my accompliſh'd ſnare, 
I thought it lawful from my former act, 
And the ſame end; till watching to oppreſs\_ 
Iſrael's oppreſſors; of what now I ſuffer, On 
She was not the prime cauſe, but I myſelf, | 
Who vanquiſh'd with a peal of words (O weakneſs * 
Gaye up my fort of ſilence to a woman. 
» Cher. In ſeeking jult occaſion to provoke _ 
The Philiſtine, thy country's enemy, i 
Thou never waſt remiſs, I bear thee witneſs : 
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So SAMSON AGCONTSTES. 
Let Iſrael Rill ſerves with all her ſons, | 
Samſ. That fault I take not on me, but transfer * 
On Iſrael's governors, and heads of tribes, "i 
* Who ſeeing thoſe great acts which God had done ; 
Singly by me againſt their conquerors, T 
Acknowledg'd not, or not at all confider'd 
Deliv'rance offer'd : I on the other fide 
a 'Us'd no ambition to commend my deeds, 
” The deeds themſelves, tho' mute, ſpoke loud the doer; 
But they perſiſted deaf, and would not ſeem 
To count them things worth notice, till at length 
Their lords the Philiſtines with gather'd pow'rs 
Enter'd Judea ſeeking me, who then 
Safe to the rock of Etham was retir'd, 
Not flying, but fore caſting in what place 
ö To ſet upon them what advantag'd beſt. 
Mean while the men of Judah to prevent 
The harraſs of their land beſet me round; 
I willingly on ſome conditions came 
Into their hands, and they as gladly yield me 
To thee uncircumcis'd a welcome prey, 
Bound with two cords; but cords to-me were threds 
Touch'd with the Rome : on their whole hoſt 1 flew 
Unarm'd, and with a trivial weapon fell'd 
Their choiceſt youth ; they only liv'd who fled. - 
Had Judah that day join'd, or one whole tribe, 
1 * They had by this poſſeſs'd the tow'rs of Gath, 
And lorded over them whom now they ſerve: 
| But what more oft in nations grown corrupt, 
i And by their vices brought to ſervitude, 
F Than to love bondage more than liberty, 
| | Bondage with eaſe than ſtrenuous liberty ; . 
jt And to deſpiſe, or envy, or ſuſpect 
n Whom God hath of his ſpecial fayour rais'd 
As their deliv'rer; if he aught be gin, 
How frequent to deſert him, and at laſt 
To heap ingratitude on worthieſt deeds ? 
Chor, Thy words to my remembrance brings 
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S4MSON AGONISTES, 16 

How Succoth and the fort of Penuel | 
Their great deliverer contem d. 
The matchleſs Gideon in purſuit 
Of Midian and her vanquiſh'd kings: 
And how ingrateful Ephraim 
Had dealt with Jephtha, who by argument, 
Not worſe than by his ſhield and ſpear + 
Defended Iſrael from the Ammonite, | 
Had not his proweſs quell'd their pride 
In that ſore battle, when ſo many dy'd 
Without reprieve adjudg'd to death, 
For want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. 
Samſ. Of ſuch examples add me to the roll, 
Me eaſily indeed mine may neglect, 

But God's propos'd deliverance not ſo, 
Chor. Juſt are the ways of God, 
And juſtifiable to men; 
Unleſs there be who think not God at all, 
If any be, they walk obſcure; | 
For of ſuch doctrine never was there ſchool, 
But the heart of the fool, 
And no man therein doctor but himſelf. 

Yet more there be who doubt his ways not juſt, 
As to his own edicts found contradicting, 
Then give the reins to wandring thought, 
Regardleſs of his glory's dimination ; 
Till by their own perplexities involv'd ; 
They ravel more, Kill leſs reſolv'd, * 
But never find ſelf-ſatisfying ſolution. 

As if they would confine th' ama 
And tie him to his own preſcript, 
Who made our laws to bind us, not himſelf, boy 
And hath full right t' exempt 
Whom ſo it pleaſes him by choice | 
From national obſtriction, without taint 
Of ſin, or legal debt; 
For with his own laws he can beſt dippenſe. 

He would not elſe, who never wanted means, 
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N SIMSON AGONISTES. 1 
Nor in reſpect of thlenemy juſt cauſe | 3 
To ſet his people free, , 
Have prompted the heroic Nazarite 
Againſt his vow of ſtricteſt purity, 
To ſeek in marriage that fallacious RO, 
Vaclean, unchaſte. | | 
Dawn reaſon then, at leaſt vain reaſoning down, 
Though reaſon here aver 
That moral verdi& quits her of unclean : 
VUnchaſte was ſubſequent, her Rain not his. by 
But ſee here comes thy rev'rend fire 
With careful Rep, locks white as down, 
-Old Manoa: adviſe | 
Forthwith how thou ought'ſt to receive him. 
Samſ. Ay me, another inward grief awak'd 
With mention of that name renews th aſſault. 
Man. Brethren and men of Dan, for ſuch ye ſeem, 
Though in this uncouth place; if old reſpect, 
As I ſuppoſe, toward your once glory'd friend, 
My ſon, now captive, hither hath inform'd 
Your younger feet, while mine-caſt back with age 
Came lagging after ; ſay if he be here. 
Chor, As ſignal now in low dejected 
As erſt in higheſt, behold him where he lies. 
Man. O miſerable change! is this the man 9 
That invincible Samſon, far renown'd 
The dread of Iſrael's foes, who with a ſtrength 
Equivalent to angels walk'd their ſtreets, 
None offering fight; who ſingle combetant 
Duell'd their armies rank'd in proud aray, 
Himſelf an army, now unequal match 
To fave himſelf againſt a coward arm'd 
At one ſpear's length. O ever failing truſt 
In mortal ſtrength ! and oh what not in man 
Deceivable and vain; nay, what thing good 
Pray'd for, but often proves our woe, our bane ? 
1 pray'd for children, and thought barrenneſs 
In wedlock a reproach: I gain'd a ſon, 
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Su AGCONISTES, 
such a ſon as all meg haild me happy; 
Who would be now a father in my ſtead ? 
O wherefore did God grant me my requeſt, 
And as a bleſſing with ſuch pomp adorn'd ? 
Why are his gifts deſireable, to tempt 
Our earneſt pray'rs, then giv'n with ſolemn hand 
As graces, draw a ſcorpion's tail behind ? 
For this did th' angel twice deſcend ?, for this 
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Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of a >: Shay : 
select and ſacred, glorious for a while, 


The miracle of men; then in an hour 
Enſnared, aſſaulted, overcome, led bound, 
Thy foes deriſion, captive, poor, and blind, 
Into a dungeon thruſt, to work with flaves ? 
Alas methinks whom God hath choſen once 
To worthieſt deeds, if he through frailty err, 


He ſhould not ſo o'erwhelm, and as a un 


Subject him to ſo foul indignities 
Be it but for honour's ſake, of former deeds. 

Samſ. Appoint not heav'nly diſpoſition, father, 
Nothing of all theſe evils hath befail'n me 
But juſtly; I, myſelf have brought them on, 
Sole author I, ſole cauſe : if -ought ſeem vile, 
As vile hath been my folly, who have profan'd 
The myſtery of God giv'n me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray'd it to a woman, 


A Canaanite, my faithleſs enemy : 


This well I knew, nor was at all ſurpriz'd + , 

But warn'd by oft experience; did not ſhe 

Of Timna firſt betray me, and reveal 9 

The ſecret wreſted from me in her height 5 

Of nuptial love profeſt, carrying it ſtraihgnt 


To them who had corrupted her, my ſpies, 


And rivals? in this other was there found 
More faith? who alſo in her prime of love, 
Spouſal embraces, vitiated with gold, 

Though effer'd only, by the ſcent conceiv'd 
Her ſpurious . born; treaſon againſt me? 
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Thrice ſhe aſſay'd with flattringipray'rs and ſighs, * 

And àmorous reproaches to win fromme 

My capital ſecret, in what part my ſtrength 

Lay ſtor'd, in what part ſumm'd, that ſhe might 1 : 

Thrice I deluded her, and turn'd to ſport 

Her importunity, each time perceiving 

How openly, and with what impudence 

She purpos'd to betray me, and (which was worſe 
Than undiſſembled hate) with what contempt 

She thought to make me traitor to myſelf ; 

Yet the fourth time, when muſtring all her wiles, 

With blandiſh'd parleys, feminine aſſaults, 

Tongue · batteries, ſhe ſurceas'd not day nor night 

To ſtorm me over-watch'd, and weary'd out. 

At times when men ſeek moſt repoſe and reſt, 

I yielded, and unlock'd her all my heart, 

Who with a grain of manhood well reſoly'd 

Might eaſily have ſhook off all her ſnares : 

But foul effeminacy held me yok'd 

Her bondſlave; O indignity, O blot 

To honour and religion ! ſervile mind 

Rewarded well with ſervile puniſhment ! 

The baſe degree to which I now am fall'n. 

Theſe rags, this grinding, is not yet ſo baſe 

As was my former ſervitude, ignoble, 

Unmanly, ignominious, infamous, 

True ſlavery, and that blindneſs worſe than this, 

That ſaw not how degen'rately I ſerv'd. 

Man. I cannot praiſe thy marriage choices, 
Rather approv'd them not; but thou didft plead - 


Divine impulſion prompting how thou might'ſt 
Find ſome occaſion to infeſt our foes. 


I ſtate not that; this IJ am ſure, our foes 
Found ſoon Seenn thereby to make thee 
Their captive, and their triumph; thou the ſooner 
Temptation found'ſ, or over · potent charms 
To violate the ſacred truſt of ſilence 


Depoſited within chee; which to have kept 
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Tacit, was in thy pow'r: true; and thou beariſt 


Enough, and more the burden of that fault; 


Bitterly haſt thou paid, and til] art paying 


That rigid ſcore. A wore thing yet remains, 
This day the Philiſtines a pop'lar feaſt 


Here celebrate in Gaza; and proclaim 

Great pomp and ſacrifice, and praiſes loud 

To Dagon, as their god who hath deliver'd 

Thee, Samſon, bound and blind into their hands, 
Them out of thine, who ſlew'ſt them many a lain, 
So Dagon ſhall be magnify'd, and God, | 


Beſides whom is no God, compar'd with idols, , 


Diſglorify'd, blaſphem'd, and had in ſcorn 


By the idolatrous rout amidſt their wine; | 

Which to have come to paſs by means of thee, 

Samſon, of all thy ſufferings think the heavieſ, 

ſhame that ever 

Could have befall'n thee and thy father's houſe, 
Samſ. Father, I do acknowledge and confeſs - 

That I this honour, I this pomp have brought 

To Dagon, and advane'd his praiſes high |; 

Among the heathen round; to God have brought 

Diſhonour, obloquy, and op'd the mouths 

Of idoliſts and atheiſts; have brought ſcandal 

To Iſrael, diffidence of God, and doubt 

In feeble hearts, propenſe enough before 

To waver, or fall off and join with idols; 

Which is my chief affliction, ſhame and ſorrow, 

The anguiſh of my ſoul, that ſuffers not 

Mine eye to harbour ſleep, or thoughts to reſt, 

This only hope relieves me, that the ſtrife \. 

With me hath end; all the conteſt is now 

*Twixt God and Dagon; Dagon hath preſum'd 

Me overthrown, to enter liſts with God, 

His Deity comparing and preferring 

Before the God of Abraham. He, be ſure, 

Will not connive, or linger, thus provok'd, 

But will ariſe and his great name aſſert : 
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Dagon muſt ſtoop, and ſhall ere long receive 

Such a diſcomfit, as ſhall quite diſpoil him 

Of all theſe boaſted trophies won on me, 

And with confuſion blank his worſhippers. 
Man, With cauſe this Rope relieves thee, and theſe 

words 5 

I as a prophecy receive; for God, 

Nothing more certain, will not long defer 

To vindicate the glory of his name 


Againſt all competition, nor will long 
Endure it, doubtful whether God be Lord, 


Or Dagon. But for thee what ſhall be done? 
Thou muſt not in the mean while here forgot 
Lie in this miſerable loathſome plight 
Neglected. I already have made way 
To ſome Philiſtian lor d with whom to treat 
About thy ranſome: well they may by this 
Have ſatisfy d their utmoſt of revenge 
By pains and ſlav'ries, worſe than death, inflicted 
On thee who now no more canſt do them harm. 
Samſ. Spare that propoſal, father, ſpare the trouble 

Of that ſollicitation ; let me here, 
As I deſerve, pay on my puniſhment ; * 
And expiate, if poſſible, my crime, 
Shameful garrulity. To have reveal'd 
Secrets of men, the ſecrets of a friend, | 
How heinous had the fa& been, how deſerving 
Contempt and ſcorn of all, to be excluded 
All friend{hip, and . as a blab, 
The mark of fool ſet on his front? but I 
God's counſel have not kept. his holy ſecret 
Preſumptuouſly have publiſh'd, impiouſly, 
Weakly at leaſt, and ſhamefully: a fin 
That Gentiles in their parables condemn + 

To their abyſs and horrid pains confin'd, ' 
Man. Be penitent and for thy fault contrite, 
But act not in thy own affliion, ſon ; 
Repent the ſin, but if the pusiſhment 
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Which many a famous warrior overturns, 
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Thou canſt avoid, ſelf. preſervation bids; 


Or th execution. leave to high diſpoſal, _ * 
And let another hand, not thine, exact 


Thy penal forfeit from thyſelf: perhaps 


God will relent, and quit thee all his debt; 
Who ever more approves and more accepts 
(Beſt pleas'd with humble and filial ſubmiſſion) 
Him who imploring mercy ſues for life, | 
Than who ſelf-rigorous chuſes death as due; 
Which argues over juſt, and ſelf diſpleas'd 

For ſelf- offence, more than for God offended. 


Reje& not then what offer'd means, who knows 
But God hath ſet before us to return thee 


Home to thy country and his ſacred houſe, 

Where thou may'ſt bring tay off 'rings, to avert 

His farther ire, with pray'rs and vows renew'd ? 
Samſ. His pardon I implore; but as for life, 

To what end ſhould 1 ſeek it? when in ſtrength 

All mortals I excell'd, and great in hopes 

With youthful courage and magnanimous thonghts 

Of birth from heaven foretold and high exploits, 

Full of divine inſtinct, after fome proof 


Of acts indeed above heroic, far beyond 


The ſons of Anak, famous now and blaz'd, 
Fearleſs of danger, like a petty god 

I walk'd about admir'd of all and dreaded 
On hoſtile ground, none daring my affront. 
Then ſwoll'n with pride into the ſnare I fell 
Of fair fallacious looks, venereal trains, 


Softned with pleaſure and voluptuous 1. 


At length to lay my head and hollow pled; 
Of all my ſtrength in the laſcivious lap + 
Of a deceitful concubine, who ſhore me 
Like a tame wedder, all my precious fleece. 
Then turn'd me out ridiculous, deſpoil'd, 
Shaven and diſarm'd among mine enemies. 

Chor. Defire of wine and all delicious drinks © 
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Thou couldſt repreſs nor did the dancing ruby 
Sparkling, out-pour'd, the flavour or the ſmell, 
Or taſte that chears the hearts of gods or men, 
Allure thee from the cool cryſtalline ſtream. 
Samſ. Wherever fountain or freſh current flow'd 
Againſt the eaſtern ray, tranſlucent, pure, 
With touch æthereal of heav'n's fiery rod, 
1 drank, from the clear milky juice allaying 
Thirſt, and refreſn'd; nor envy'd them the grape 
VW hoſe heads that turbulent liquor fills with fumes. 
Chor. O madneſs, to think uſe of ſtrongeſt wines 
And ſtrongeſt drinks our chief ſupport of health, 
When God with theſe forbidd'n made choice to rear 
His mighty champion, ſtrong above compare, 
Whoſe drink was only from the liquid brook. 


Againſt another object more enticing ? 
What boots it at one gate to make defence, 
And at another to let in the foe | 
Effeminately vanquiſh'd ? by which means, 


Now blind, diſhearten'd, ſham'd, diſhonour'd, quell a, 


To what can I be uſeful, wherein ſerve 
My nation, and the work from heav'n impos'd, 
But to ſit idle on the houſhold- hearth, 
A burd'nous drone ; to viſitants a gaze, 
Or pity'd object, theſe redundant locks - 
Robuſtious to no purpoſe cluſtring down, | 
Vain monument of ſtrength ; till length of years 
And ſedentary numbneſs craze my limbs 
To a contemptible old age obſcure, - 
Here rather let me drudge and earn my bread, 


Till vermin or the draff of ſervile food 


Conſume me, and oft invocated death 
Haſten the welcome end of all my pains. 
Man. Wilt thou then ſerve Philiſtians with that gift 
Which was expreſly given thee to annoy them ? 
Better at home lie bed-rid, not only idle, 


Inglorious, unimploy'd, with age outworn, 
9 | 5 


Sam ſ. But what avail'd this temp'rance, not compleat 
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But God who caus'd a fountain at thy pray'r | 
From the dry ground to ſpring, thy thirſt t' allay 
After the burat of battle, can as eaſy 
Cauſe light again within thy eyes to ſpring, 


Wherewith to ſerve him better than thou haſt; 


And I perſuade me fo; why elſe this ſtrength 

Mirac'lous yet remaining in thoſe locks ? 

His might continues in thee not for naught, 

Nor fhall his wond'rous gifts be fruſtrate thus, 
Samſ. All otherwiſe to me my thoughts portend, 

That theſe dark orbs ſhall treat no more with light, 

Nor the other light of life continue long, 

But yield to double darkneſs nigh at hand: 

So much I feel my genial ſpirits droop, 

My hopes all flat, nature within me ſeems 

In all her functions weary of herſelf ; 


My race of glory run, and race of ſhame, NE 1 


And I ſhall ſhortly be with them that reſt, 

Man. Believe not theſe ſuggeſtions, which proceed 
From anguiſh of the mind and humours black, 
That mingle with thy fancy. L however " 
Muſt not omit a father's timly care 
To proſecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ranſome, or how elſe : mean while be calm, 
And healing words from theſe thy friends admit. 

Sam. O that torment ſhould not be confin'd 
To the body's wounds and ſores, 
With maladies innumerable _ 

In heart, head, breaſt, and reins ; 

But muſt ſecret paſſage find 

To th' inmoſt mind, 

There exerciſe all his fierce accidents, | 

And on her pureſt ſpirits prey, : 
As on entrails, joints and limbs | 

With anſwerable pains, but more intenſe, | 

Though void of corporal ſenſe, 

My griefs not.only pain-me 
As a lingring diſeaſe, 
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But gndiog no redreſs, ferment and rage, 
Nor Jeſs. than wounds immedicable 
Rankle, and feſter, and gangreen, 
To black mortification. ; 
Thoughts my tormenters arm'd with 45 ng 3 
Mangle my apprehenſive tendereſt parts, =: 
Exaſperate, exulcerate, and raiſe f 
Dire inflammation, which no cooling herb 
Or medicinal liquor can aſſwage, 
Nor, breath of vernal air from owy Alp. 7 
Sleep hath for ſooł and giv'n me o'er 
To death's benumbing opium as my only cure, 
Thence faintings, ſwoonings of deſpair, 
And ſenſe of heav'n's deſertion. | 
I was his nurſſing once, and ehoice delight, 
His deſtin'd from the womb, 
Promis'd by heav'nly meſſage twice Engng. 
Under his ſpecial eye 
Abſtemious I grew up and thriv's amain;z 
He led me on to mightieſt deeds 
Above the nerve of mortal arm 
Againſt the uncircumeis'd, our enemies: 
But now hath caſt me off as never known, 
And to thoſe cruel enemies, 
Whom. 1 by his appointment had provok'd, 
Left me all helpleſs with th' irreparable loſs 
Of ſight, reſerved alive to be repeated 
The ſubje& of their cruelty or ſcorn.” 
Nor am I in the liſt of them that hope; 
| Hopeleſs are all my evils, all. remedileſs; 
This one prayer yet remains, might LI be heard, 
No. long petition, ſpeedy death, 7 - 
The cloſe of all my miſeries, and the balm. | i | 
Chor. Many are the ſayings of the wiſe 9 
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In antient and in. modern books enroll'd, . 1 
Extolling patience as the trueſt fortitude; . J 
And to the bearing well of all calamities, — MB 


All chances incident to man's frail life: 
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And people's ſafety, which in part they effect: 
Vet toward theſe thus dignify'd, thou aft 
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Conſolatories writ 
With ſtudy'd argument, and much PSI ſought, 
Lenient of grief and anxious thought, 
But to th' afflicted in his pangs their ſound 
Little prevails, or rather ſeems a tune, 
Harſh, and of diſſonant mood from his complaint, 
Unleſs he feel within 
Some ſource of confolation from above, 
Secret refreſhings, chat repair his . 
And fainting ſpirits vphold. . 
God of our fathers, what is man! | a 
That thou towards him with hand ſo various, 
Or might 1 ſay contrarious/, 
Temper'ſt thy providence throngh his ſhort courſe, 
Not ev'nly, as thou rul'ſt - 
Th' angelie orders and inferior creatures mute, 
Irrational and brute, wr 
Nor do I name of men- the common 3 
That wandring looſe about, | 
Grow up and periſh, as the ſummer fly, 
Heads without name no more remembred, 
But ſuch as thou haſt ſolemnly elected, 
With gifts and-graces eminently adorn d, 
To ſome great work, thy glory, | 


Amidſt their height of noon, - 


Changeſt thy countenance, and thy hand with no regard 
Of higheſt favours paſt: 


From thee on them, or them to thee of ſervice. | 


Nor only doſt degrade them, or remit D, 
To life obſcur'd, which were a fair diſmiſſion, . 


But throw'ſt them lower than thou didſt exalt them high, 
Unſeemly falls in human eye, 


Too grievous for the treſpais or omiſſion, 


Oft leawſt them to the hoſtile ſword 


Of heathen and prophane, their carcaſſes 
To dogs and fowls a prey, or elſe captiy d: 
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Or to th” unjuſt tribunals, under change of times, 
And condemnation of the ungrateful multitude, 
If theſe they 'ſcape, perhaps in poverty | 
With fickneſs and diſeaſe thou bow'ſt how "FEY 
Painſul diſeaſes and deform'd 

In crude old age: 

Though not diſordinate, yet 20006 ſuff ring 
The puniſhment of diſſolute days, in fine, 

Juſt or unjuſt, alike ſeem miſerable, 

For oft alike both come to evil end. 

So deal not with this once thy glorious champion, 
The image of thy ſtrength and mighty miniſter. 
What do I beg? how haſt thou dealt already? 
Behold him in his ſtate calamitous, and turn 
His labours, for thou canſt, to peaceful end. 

But who is this, what mos of ſea or land? 
Female of ſex it ſeems, 

That ſo bedeckt, ornate, and gay, 

Comes this way failing 

Like a ſtately ſhip | 

Of Tarſus, bound for th” iſles 

Of Javan or Gadier,  * | 

With all her bravery on, and tackle trim, 

Sails filPd, and ſtreamers waving, 

Courted by all the winds that hold them play, 

An amber ſcent of odorous perfume 

Her harbinger, a damſel train behind; 

Some rich Philiſtian matron ſhe may foes, 

And now at nearer r view, no other certain 

Than Dalila thy wife. | [near me. 
Samſ. My wite, my trait'reſs, let her not come 
Chor. Yet on ſhe moves, now ſtands and eyes thee fix'd. 

About t have ſpoke, but now, with head declin'd, 

Like a fair flow'r ſurcharg'd with dew, the weeps, 

And words addreſs'd ſeem tears difſolv'd, 

Wetting the borders of her ſilken veil : ?! 

But now again ſhe makes addreſs to ſpeak, 


Dal, With doubtful feet and wavering anden 
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I came, ſtill dreading thy diſpleaſure, Samſon, _ 
Which to have merited, without excuſe, 
I cannot but acknowledge; yet if tears 


May expiate (though the fact more evil drew 


In the perverſe event than I foreſaw) 
My penance hath not ſlacken'd, though my pardon 
No way aſſur' d. But conjugal affection 
Prevailing over fear, and tim'rous doubt 
Hath led me on deſirous to behold 
Once more thy face, and know of thy eſtate, 
If aught in my ability may ſerve 
To lighten what thou ſuffer'ſt, and appeaſe 
Thy mind with what amends is in my pow'r, 
Though late, yet in ſome part to recompenſe 
My raſh, but more unfortunate miſdeed, 

Samſ. Out, out Hyzna ; theſe are thy wonted ar 
And arts of ev'ry woman falſe like thee, 
To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray, 
Then as repentant to ſubmit, beſeech, 
And reconcilement move with feign 'd remorſe, 
Confeſs, and promiſe wonders in her change, 
Not truly penitent, but chief to try, 
Her husband, how far urg'd his patience bears, 
His virtue or weakneſs which way to affail : 


ts, 


Then with more cautious and inſtructed {kill 


Again tranſgreſſes, and again ſubmits ; 
That wiſeſt and belt men full oft begyil'd, 
With goodneſs principl'd not to reject 
The penitent, but ever to forgive, 

Are drawn to wear out miſerable days, 
Entangl'd with a pois nous boſom ſuake, * 


If not by quick deſtruction ſoon cut off, 


As I by thee, to ages an example. 

Dal.. Yet hear me, Samſon; not that I endeavour 
To leſſen or extenuate my ee, | 
But that on th' other fide if it be neightd 
By itſelf, with aggravations not ſurcharg'd, 

Or elſe with juſt allowance counterpois'd, 
D 6 
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1 may, if poſlible, thy pardon find | 
The eaſier towards me, or thy hatred leo. 

Firſt granting, as I do, it was a weakneſs 
In me, but incident to all our ſex, - _ -— ; 

Curioſity, inquiſitive, importune 4 
Of ſecrets, then with like infirmity _ 7 

To publiſh them, both. common female fanks: - 

Was it not weakneſs alſo to make known 

For importunity, that i is, for naught, 

| Wherein conſiſted all thy ſtrength and ſafety? 

To what I did thou ſhew'dſt-me firſt the way. 

But I to enemies reveal'd, and ſhould not; 

Nor ſhould'ſ thou have truſted that to woman's frailty: 

Ere I to thee, thou to thyſelf waſt cruel. 

Let weakneſs then with weakneſs-come to parl, 
So near related, or the ſame of kind, * 
Thine forgive mine; that men may cenſure thine 
The gentler, if ſeverely thou exact not 

More ſtrength from me, than in thyſelf was bund 

And what if love, which thou interpret'ſt hate, 

The jealouſy. of love, pow'rful of ſway, - 

In human hearts, nor leſs in mine towards thee, 
Caus'd what I did? Lſaw thee mutable © | 
Of fancy, ſear'd Je 2 ene day thou wouldſt leave me 3 
As her at Timna, ſought by all means therefore - 
How to endear, and hold thee to me firmeſt: 
No better way I ſaw than by importuning 

To learn thy ſecrets, get into my pow'r _ 
Thy key of ſtrength and ſafety : thou wilt ſay, 
Why then reveal'd ? I was afſur'd by thoſe 
Who tempted me, that nothing was deſign'd: 

| Againſt thee but ſafe cuſtody, and hold. 

That made for me, I knew that liberty 

Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprizes, 

While 1 at home ſat full of cares and fears, 

Wailing thy abſence in my widow'd bed; 

Here I ſhould il} enjoy thee day and ok 

Mine and love's pris'ner, not the Philiſtines, 
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If thou in ſtrength all mortals doſt exceed, 
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Whole to reyſelf, unhazarded abroad, i, 
Fearleſs at home of partners in my love. 


| Theſe reaſons in love's law have paſt for good); 


Though fond and reaſonleſs to ſome perhaps; 
And love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much wo- 


Yet always pity or pardon hath obtain'd'; 


Be not unlike all others, not auſtere | 4 
As thou art ſtrong, inflexible as Reel. 


In uncompaſſionate anger do not fo. 


Samſ. How cunningly the ſorcereſs: diſplays 
Her own tranſgreſſions, to upbriad me mine? 


That malice not repentance brought thee hither; 
By this appears: I gave, thou ſay'ſt; th? INE) 5 


I led the way, bitter reproach; but true, 
I to myſelf was falſe ere thou to me: 


Such pardon therefore as I give my folly, 


Take to thy wicked deed, which when thou ſeeſt 
Impartial, ſelf ſevere, inexorable, 

Thou wilt renounce thy ſeeking, and much rather 
Confels it feign'd, weakneſs is thy excuſe 

And L believe it, weakneſs to reſiſt | 
Philiſtian gold: if weakneſs may excuſe, 

What murderer, - what traitor; parricide, 


Inceſtuous, ſacrilegious, but may plead it ? 


All wickedneſs is weakneſs : that plea therefore 


With God or man will gain thee no remiſſion, 


But love'conſtrain'd thee; call it furious rage 
To ſatisfy thy luſt : love ſeeks to have love; 


My love how couldſt thou hope, who dock l the wa 
To raiſe in me inexpiable hate, 


Knowing, as needs I muſt, by thee betray'd ? 


In vain thou ſtriv'ſt to cover ſhame with ſhame, 
For by evaſions thy crime uncover'ſt more. 

Dal. Since thou determin'ſ weakneſs for no plea 
In man or woman, though to thy own condemning, 


Hear what aſſaults I had, what ſnares beſides, 


What ſieges girt me round, ere I conſented z 
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Which might have aw'd the beſt reſolv'd of men, 
The conſtant/ſt, to have yielded without blame. 

It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay'ſt, 


And princes of my country came in perſon, + 
Solicited, commanded, threaten'd, urg'd, 


Adjur'd by all the bonds of civil duty 

And of religion, preſs'd how juſt it was, 

How honourable, how glorious to entrap 

A common enemy, who had deftroy'd. 

Such numbers of our nation: and the prieft 

Was not behind, but ever at my ear, 

Preaching how meritorious with the gods 

Tt would be to enſnare an irreligous 

Diſhonourer of Dagon : what had I 

T' oppoſe againſt ſuch ꝓow'rful arguments? 

Only my love of thee held long debate; 

And combated in ſilence all their reaſons 

With hard conteſt: at length that grounded * 
So rife and celebrated in the months. 

Of wiſeſt men; that to the public good 

Private reſpetts muſt yield ; with grave authority 
Took full poſſeſſion of me, and prevaibd; 

| Virtue, as I thought, truth, duty ſo enjoining. 

Samſ. I thought where all thy circling wiles would 


Been, as it ought, ſincere, it would have taught thee 
Far other reaſonings, brought forth other deeds, 
J before all the daughters of my tribe 

And of my nation choſe thee from among 

My enemies, loy'd thee, as too well thou know'ſt, 
Too well, unboſom'd all my fecrets to thee, 

Not out of levity, but over-pow'r'd 

By thy requeſt, who could deny thee nothing; 

Yet now am judg'd an enemy. Why then 

Didſt thou at firſt receive me for thy huſband ? 
Then, as ſince then, thy country's foe proteſt: 


That wrought with me: thou know'ſt the magiſtrates | 
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In feign'd religion, ſmooth hypocriſy: (end; 
But had thy love, ſtill odiouſly pretended, 
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Being once a wife, for me thou waſt to leave 
Parents and country; nor was I their ſubject, 
Nor under their protection but my own ; _ 
Thou mine, not theirs; if aught againſt my life 
Thy country ſought of thee, it ſought unjuſtly, 
Againſt the law of nature, law of nations, 
No more thy country, but an impious crew 
Of men conſpiring to uphold their ſtate 
By worſe than hoſtile deeds, violating the ends 
For which our country is a name ſo dear; 
Not therefore to be obey d. But zeal mars thee: 
To pleaſe thy gods thou didſt it; gods unable 
T' acquit themſelves and proſecute their foes 
But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 
Of their own deity, gods they cannot bez - g 
Leſs therefore to be pleas'd, obey'd or fear'd. 
Theſe falſe pretexts and varniſh'd colours failing, 
Bare in thy guilt, how foul muſt thou appear ? 
Dal. In argument with men a woman ever 
Goes by the worſe, whatever be her cauſe, | 
Samf. For want of words no doubt, or lack of breaths 
Witneſs when I was worried with thy peals. | 
Dal. 1 was a fool, too raſh, and quite miſtaken 
In what I thought would have ſucceeded beſt. 
Let me obtain forgiveneſs of thee, Samſon, 
Afford me place to ſhew what recompenſe 
Towards thee I intend for what I have miſdone, 
Miſguided; only what remains paſt cure 
Bear not too ſenſibly, nor ſtill inſiſt 


T' afffict thyſelf in vain: though ſight be loſt, 
Where other ſenſes want not their delights 
At home in leiſure and domeſtic eaſe, 
Exempt from many a care and chance, to which 
Eye ſight expoſes daily men abroad. 

I to the lords will intercede, not doubting 
Their favourable ear, that I may fetch thee 
From forth this loathſome priſon- houſe, t' abide 


Wick me, where my redoubl'd love and care 


* 
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Wich nurſing diligence, to me glad office, 

May ever tend about thee to old age 

With all things grateful chear'd, and ſo ſupply'd, - 

That what by me thou haſt loſt thou leaſt ſhalt miſs; 

Ssamſ. No, no, of my condition take no care: 

It fits not; thou and I long ſince are twain; * 

Nor think me ſo unwary or accurſft 

To bring my feet again into the ſnare 

Where once I have been caught: Lknow'thy trains, 

Though dearly to my coſt, thy gins, and toils; 

Thy fair enchanted cup, ao! warbling charms 

No more on me have pow'r, their force is 1 hes 4 

So much of adders wiſdom I have learnt | 

To fence my ear againſt: thy ſorceries. . I 

if in my flow'r of youth-and ſtrength, when all men 

Lov'd, honour'd, fear'd me, thou alone couldſt hate me 

Thy huſband, flight me, ſell me, and forego me: 

How wouldſt thou uſe me now, blind, and thereby 

Deceivable, in moſt things as a child | 

Helpleſs, thence eaſily contemn'd, and ſcorn'd,. 

And laſt neglected? how wouldſt th inſult; 

When J muſt live uxorious to thy will 

In perfect thraldom, how again betray me, 

Bearing my words and doings to the lords 

To gloſs upon, and cenſuring, frown or ſmile ? 

This goal I count the houſe of liberty 8 

To thine, whoſe doors my feet ſhall never enter. 
Dal. Let me approach at leaſt, and touch thy hand. 
Samſ. Not for thy life, leſt fierce remembrance wake 

My ſudden rage to tear thee joint by joint, 

At diſtance 1 forgive thee, go with that; 

Bewail thy falſhood, and the pious works | 

It hath brought wk to make thee memorable ! 

Among illuſtrious women, faithful wives: 

Cherith thy haſten'd widowhood with the gold 

Of matrimonial treaſon : ſo farewell. 
Dal. I ſee thou art implacable,,more deaf 

| To Pray'rs than winds and ſeas, yet Wines to ſeas 
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To all poſterity may ſtand defam'd, 


Are reconcil'd at length, and ſea to ſhore: 
Thy anger unappeaſable, ſtill rages, | 
Eternal tempeſt never to be caln'd, 
Why do I humble thus myſelf, and ſuing 


For peace, reap nothing but repulſe and hate . | 


Bid go with evil omen, and the brand 

Of infamy upon my name denounced? _ | 
To mix with thy concernments I deſiſt © 1 
Henceforth, nor too much diſapprove my own. 
Fame if not double fac'd is double mouth'd. 
And with contrary blaſt proclaims moſt „ | 
On both his wings, one black, the other white, 
Bears greateft names in his wild airy flight. 

My name perhaps among the circumcis'd 

In Dan, in Judah, and the bordering weinen, 
With malediction mention'd, and the blot 

Of falſhood moſt unconjugal traduc'd. 

But in my country where I moſt defire, 

In Ecron, Gaza, Aſdod, and in Gath, 

I ſhall be nam'd among the famouſeſt 


oOf women, ſung at ſolemn feſtivals, 
Living and dead recorded, who to fave . 


Her country from a fierce deſtroyer, choſe 


Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tomb 


With odours viſited and annual flowers, 
Not leſs renown'd than in mount Ephraim, 


5 Jael, who with inhoſpitable guile 


Smote Siſera {leeping through the temples nail 
Nor ſhall I count it heinous to enjoy 
The public marks of honour and reward * 
Conferr'd upon me, for the piety 


* 


* 
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Which to my country I was judg'd to have hm. f 


At this whoever envies or repines, 

L leave him to his lot, and like my own. 
Chor. She's gone, a manifeſt ſerpent by her ang 

Diſcover'd in the end, till now conceal'd 


Sami. So let her 4 God ſent ber, tn de me, 
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And aggravate my folly, who committed 


To ſuch a viper his moſt ſacred truſt 
Of ſecrecy, my ſafety and my life. 
Chor. Vet beauty, thoughi injurious, bath ſtrange 0 


After offence returning, to regain 

Love once poſſeſt, nor can be eaſily 
Repuls'd, without much in ward paſſion felt 15 
And ſecret ſting of amorous remorſe. 


Samſ. Love quarrels oft in pleaſing concord end, 


Not wedlock: treachery endang'ring life. 
Chor. It is not virtue, wiſdom, valour, wit, 

Strength, comelineſs of ſnape, or ampleſt merit, 

That woman's love can win or long inherit; 


But what it is, hard is to ſay, 


Harder to hit, | 

(Which way ſover man refer it) 

Much like thy riddle, Samſon, in one day 

Or ſeven, though one ſhould muſing ſit. 
If any of theſe or all, the Timnian bride 

Had not ſo ſoon preferr'd 1 

Thy paranymph, worthleſs to thee compar'd, 

Succeſſor in thy bed, 


Nor both ſo looſly difally'd 


Their nuptials, nor this laſt ſo treacherouſly 
Had ſhorn the fatal harveſt of thy head : 
Is it for that ſuch outward ornament 


Was laviſh'd on their ſex, that inward gifts 
Were left for haſte unfiniſh'd, judgment us, bi 


Capacity not rais'd to * 

Or value what is beſt 9 1 
In choice, but ofteſt to affect the wrong | 2 
Or was too much of ſelf love mixt, 

Of conſtancy no root infix'd, 


That either they love nothing or not long? 


Whate'er it be, to wiſeſt men and beſt 
Seeming at firſt all heav'n under virgin veil, 
Soft, modeſt, meek, demure, 

Once join'd, the contrary ſhe proves, a thorn 
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Inteſtine war within defenſive arms _C_. * 

A cleaving miſchief, in his way to virtue 

Adverſe and turbulent, or by her charms 

Draws him awry enſlav'd 

With dotage, and his ſenſe depray'd 

To folly and ſhameful deeds which ruin ends. 

What pilot ſo expert but needs muſt wreck * 

Embark'd with ſuch a ſteers - mate at the helm? 

Favour'd of heav'n who finds 

One virtuous rarely found, | 

That in domeſtick good combines : 

Happy that houſe! his way to peace is ſmooth: 

But virtue which breaks through all As 

And all temptation can remove, 

Moſt ſhines, and moſt is acceptable above. 

Therefore God's univerſal law - 

Gave to the man deſpotick power- 

Over his female in due awe, 

Nor from that right to part an Baur, \ 

Smile ſhe or lowre : 

So ſhall he leaſt confuſion n 

On his whole life, not ſway d 

By female uſurpation, or diſmay'd. 

But had we belt retire, I ſee a ſtorm ? 
Sam. Fair days have oft contracted wind and rain. 
Chor. But this another kind of tempeſt brings. 
Samſ. Be leſs abſtruſe, my riddling days are paſt. 
Chor. Look now for no enchanting voice, nor fear 

The bait of honied words; a rougher tongue 

Draws hitherward, I know him by his ſtride, 

The giant Harapha of Gath, his look - '{ 

Haughty as is his pile high · built and proud. 

Comes he in peace? what wind hath blown him hither 

I leſs conjecture than when firſt I ſaw 

The ſumptuous Dalila floating this way: 

His habit carries peace his brow defiance. 

Samſ. Or peace or not, alike to me he comes. 

Chor. His fraught, we ſoon ſhall know, he now arrives? 


2 SAMSON AGONISTES, 
Har. I come not, Samſon, to condole thy chance 
4s theſe perhaps, yet wiſh it had not been, 
Though for no friendly intent. I am of Gath, 
Men call me Harapha, of ſtock renown'd e 
As Og or Anak and the Emims old | 
That Kariathaim held, thou know'ſt me now 
If thou at all art known. Much I have av 
Of thy prodigious might and feats perform'd 
Incredible to me, in this diſpleas'd, 
That I was never preſent on the place 
Of thoſe encounters, where we might have try'd 
Each other's force-in camp, or liſted field : 
And now am come to ſee of whom ſuch noiſe 
Hath walk'd about, and each limb to ſurvey, 
If thy appearance anſwer loud report. 

Samſ. The way to know were not to ſee but taſte. 
Har. Doſt thou already ſingle me? I thought 
Gieves and the mill had tam'd thee. O that fortune 
Had brought me to the field where thou art fam'd 
To have wrought ſuch wonders with an aſs's jar; 
_ I ſhould have forc'd thee ſoon with other arms, 

br left thy carcaſs where the aſs lay thrown :- 
So had the glory of proweſs. been e 
To Paleſtine, won by a Philiſtine | 
From the unfore-ſkin'd race, of whom thou 8 
The higheſt name for valiant acts, that honour 
Certain to have won by mortal duel from thee, 
Lloſe, prevented by thy eyes put out. 

Samſ Boaſt not of what thou wouldſt 1 ,butdd 
What then thou. would, thou ſeeſt it in thy hand, 
Har. To combat with a blind man 1 diſdain, 
And thou haſt need much waſhing to be touch'd, 

Samſ. Such uſage as your honourable lords 
Afford me aſſaſſinated and betray d, 

Who durſt not with their whole united pow'rs 
In fight withſtand me ſingle and unarm'd, 
Nor in the houſe with chamber · ambuſhes- 
bo Mole: yo durſt attack me, no not * 


* 
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Till they had hir'd a woman with their gold 
Breaking her marriage faith to oircumvent me. 


5 Therefore without feign'd ſhifts let be aflign'd 


Some narrow place inclosd, where ſight may give thee, 
Or rather flight, no great advantage on me; 
Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy helmet 
And brigandine of braſs, thy broad habergeon, 
Vant- braſs and greves, and gauntlet, and thy ſpear 
A weaver's beam, and ſeven · times. folded ſhield ; 

I only with an oak'n- ſtaff will meet thee, 

And raiſe ſuch outeries on thy clatter'd i iron, 
Which long ſhall not withhold me from thy head, 
That in a little time while breath remains thee, 
Thou oft ſhalt wiſh thyſelf at Gath to boaſt 
Again in ſafety what thou wouldſt have done 


To Samſon, but ſhalt never ſee Gath more. 


Har. Thou durſt not thus diſparage glorious arms 
Which greateſt heroes have in battle worn, 
Their ornament and ſafety, had not ſpells 
And black enchantments, ſome magician's art 
Arm'd thee or charm'd thee ſtrong, which thou be $ 

heav'n 

Feign'dſt at thy birth was given thee in \ thy hair, 
Where ſtrength can leaſt abide, though all thy hairs 


| Were briſtles rang'd like thoſe that ridge the back 


Of chaf'd wild boars, or ruffl'd porcupines. 
Samſ. I know no ſpells, uſe no forbidden arts; 

My truſt is in the living God, who gave me 

At my nativity this ſtrength, diffas'd 

No leſs through all my ſine ws, joints and bones, 


Z Than thine, while I preſerv'd theſe locks unſhorn, 


The pledge of my unviolated vow. _. 

For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy god, 

Go to his temple, invocate his aid ©: 

With ſolemneſt devotion, ſpread before him 
How highly it concerns his glory now | 

To fruſtrate and diffolve theſe magie ſpells, 
Which I to be the pow'r of Iſrael's G 
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Avow, and challenge Dagon to the teſt, 

off ring to combate thee his champion bold 

With th' utmoſt of his godhead ſeconded: 

Then thou ſhalt ſee, or rather to thy ſorrow 

Soon feel, whoſe God is ſtrongeſt, thine or mine. 
Har. Preſume not on thy God, whate'er he be, 

Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 

Quite from his people, and deliver'd up 

Into thy enemies hand, permitted them 

To put out both thine eyes, and fetter'd ſend thee 
Into the common priſon, there to grind 

Among the flaves and aſſes thy comrades, 

As good for nothing elſe, no better ſervice 

With thoſe thy boiſt'rous locks, no worthy match 

For valour to aſſail, nor by the ſword 

Of noble warrior, ſo to ſain his honour, 

But by the barber's razor beſt ſubdu'd, 

Samſ. All theſe indignities, for ſuch they are 
From thine, theſe evils I deſerve and more, 
Acknowledge them from God inflicted on me 
Juſtly, yet deſpair not of his final pardon 
Whoſe ear 1s ever open, and his eye 
_ Gracious to re-admit the ſnppliant ; 

In confidence whereof I once again 

Defy thee to the trial of mortal fight, u. 

By combat to decide whoſe God is God, bo 

Thine or whom I with Iſrael's ſons adore. 5 | 
ha truſting 


Har. Fair honour that thou doſt thy Go 
He will accept thee ro defend his cauſe, *. 
A murder, a revolter, and a robber. 

Samſ. Tongue-doughty giant, how doſt thou Prove 

me theſe ? 

Har. 1s not thy nation ſubje& to our lords? 

Their magiſtrates confeſs'd it, when they took thee 

As a league- breaker, and deliver'd bound 

Into our hands: for hadſt thou not committed - 
Notorious murder on theſe thirty men | 
At Aſkalon, who never did thee harm, ws 


Mz 


/# 
P 


SAMSON AGONISTES. 95 
Then like a robber ſtripꝰdſt them of their robes? 
The Philiſtines, when thou had broke the league, 
Went up with arm'd pow'rs thee only ſeeking, 

Too others did no violence nor ſpoil. | 
1 Samſ. Among the daughters of the Philiſtines 
l choſe a wife, which argu'd me no foe; 

And in your city held my nuptial feaſt: 

But your ill- meaning politician lords, 

Under pretence of bridal friends and gueſts, 
Appointed to await me thirty ſpies, 

Who threatning cruel death conſtrain'd the bride 
To wring from me and tell to them my ſecret, 
That ſolv'd the riddle which I had propos'd. 

e When 1 perceiv'd all ſet on enmity, 

As on mine enemies, where ever chanc'd, 

I us'd hoſtility, and took their ſpoil 

To pay my underminers in their coin. 

My nation was ſubjected to your lords; : 
7 It was the force of conqueſt; force with foren 
#7 Is well ejected when the conquer'd can. 
But I a private perſon, whom my country 

As a league breaker gave up bound, preſum'd 

| Single rebellion, and did hoſtile acts. 

I was no private but a perſon rais'd 
With ſtrength ſufficient and command from heav'n 
To free my country: if their ſervile minds 

Me their deliv'rer ſent would not receive, 


ruſting But to their maſters gave me for naught, _ 
SED Th' un worthier they; whence to this day they ſerve, 
SM I was to do my part from heav'n aſſign'd, 
u prove if And had perform'd it if my known offence 
Had not diſabled me, not all your force: 
1 Theſe ſhifts refuted, anſwer thy appellant | 
7M - Though by his blindneſs maim'd for high attempts, 
BT Who now defies thee thrice to fingle fight, 


As a petty enterpriſe of ſmall enforce. 
Har. With thee, a man condemn'd, a ſlave enroll'd, 
Due by the law to capital puniſhment ? 
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To bet with thee no man of arms will deign. 
4 Samſ. Cam'ſt thou for this, vain boaſter, to ſurvey me, 
To deſcant on my ſtrength, and give thy verdict? 
Come nearer, part not hence fo ſlight inform'd ; 

But take good heed my hand ſurvey not thee. 

Har. O Baal zebub! can my ears unus'd 
"Hear theſe diſhonours, and not render death? 

Samſ. No man withholds thee, nothing from my hand 
"Fear 1 ineurable; bring up thy van, Oe 
My heels are ferter'd, but my fiſt is fre. 

Har. This inſolence other kind of anſwer fits. 
Samſ. Go baffl'd coward, leſt I run upon thee, 
Though in theſe chains, bulk without ſpirit vaſt, 
And with one buffet lay thy ſtructure low, 

Or ſwing thee in the air, then daſh thee down 
To the hazard of thy brains and ſhatter'd ſides. 

Har. By Aſtaroth ere long thou ſhalt lament __ 
T heſe braveries in irons loaden on thee, 

Chor. His giantſhip is gone ſomewhat creſt fall'n, 
1 with leſs unconſcionable ſtrides + 
And lower looks, but in a ſultry chafe, | 

Samſ. I dread him not, nor all his giant- brood, I 
"ng fame divulg'd him father of five ſons - 6 
All of gigantic ſize, Goliah chief 1 
Chor. He will directly to the lords, 1 fear, | | 
And with malicious counſel ſtir them up 
Some way or other farther to afflict thee. 

Samſ. He muſt alledge ſome cauſe, and offer'd ase 


Will not dare mention, leſt a queſtion riſe 


Whether he durſt accept the offer or not, 
And that he durſt not plain enough appear'd: 
Much more affliction than already felt 


They cannot well impoſe, nor I ſuſtafjñ 1 
If they intend advantage of my | labours . =” | 1 
The work of many hands, which earns my keeping F 
With no ſmall profit, daily to my owners. 7 
But come what will, my deadlieſt foe will prove 

My * friend, by death to rid me bends, | b 
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The worſt that he can give, to me the beſt. 
Yet ſo it may fall out, becauſe their end, 
Is hate, not help to me, it may with mine 
Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed. 
Chor. O how comely it is, and how reviving 
To the-ſpirits of juſt men long oppreſt ! 
When God into the hands of their deliverer 
Puts invincible might Im 
To quell the mighty of the earth, h' oppreſſor, 
The brute and boiſt'rous force of violent men 
Hardy and induſtrious to ſupport 
Tyrannick power, but raging to purſue 
The righteous and all ſuch as honour truth; 
He all their ammunition | 
And feats of war defeats, 
With plain heroic magnitude of mind 


And celeſtial vigour arm'd, 


Their armories and magazines contemns, 

Render them uſeleſs, while 

With winged, expedition, 

Swift as the light'ning glance, he executes 

His errand on the wicked, who ſurpriz'd 

Loſes their defence diſtracted and amaz'd. 
But patience is more of the exerciſe 

Of ſaints, the trial of their fortitude, 

Making them each his own deliverer, 

And victor over all 

That tyranny or fortune can inflict. 

Either of theſe is in thy lot, 

Samſon, with might endu'd 

Above the ſons of men; but ſight . 

May chance to number thee with thoſe 

Whom -patience finally muſt crown, 

This idol's day hath been to thee no day of reſt, 

Labouring thy mind 

More thanthe working day thy hands. 
And yet perhaps more trouble is rags 

For I deſcry this way 
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some other tending, in his hand | 

A ſcepter or quaint ſtaff he bears, 

Comes on amain, ſpeed in his look ; 
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[4 By his habit I diſcern him now 

N 1 + A publick officer, and now at hand, 

. il His meſſage will be ſhort and voluble. | 

Wis Of. Hebrews, the pris'ner Samſon here I ſeek. 

TW Chor. His manacles remark him, there he ſits. | 

| . Samſon, to thee our lords thus bid me fay; 3 
This day to Dagon is a ſolemn feaſt, 6 


With ſacrifices, triumph, pomp and games ; 
Thy ſtrength they know ſurpaſſing human race, 
And now ſome publick proof thereof require 
To honour this great feaſt, and great afſembly : 
Riſe therefore with all ſpeed and come along, 
Where I will ſee thee heartn'd and freſh clad = 
To appear as fits before th” illuſtrious lords. 3 
Samſ. Thou know'ſt I am an Hebrew, therefore tell 
Our law forbids at their religious rites (them, 
My preſence; for that cauſe I cannot come. ü 
Of. This anſwer, be aſſur'd, will not content them. 
Samſ. Have they not ſword - players, and ev'ry ſort |; 
Of gymnick artiſts, wreſtlers, riders, runners, 5 
Juglers and dancers, anticks, mummers, mimers, 
But they mult pick me out with ſhackles tir'd, 
And over-labour'd at their public mill, 
To make them ſport with blind activity? 
Do they not ſeek occafion of new quarrels 
On my refuſal to diſtreſs me more, 
Or make a game of my calamities? ; 
13-8 Return the way thou cam'ſt, I will not come. 
1 OF. Regard thyſelf, this will offend them highly. 
. Samſ. Myſelf? my conſcience and internal peace, 
_ Can they think me ſo broken, ſo debas'd 
| With corporal ſervitude, that my mind ever 
Will condeſcend to ſuch abſurd commands ? 
4 Although their drudge, to be their fool or jeſter, 
* And in my midſt of ſorrow and heart- grief 
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To ſhew them feats, and play before their god, 
The worſt of all indignities, yet on me 
Join'd with extreme cofitempt ? I will not come; 
Of. My meſſage . was impos'd on me with ſpeed, 
Brooks no delay: is this thy reſolution? 
| Samſ. So take it with what ſpeed thy meſſage needs, 
OF. I am ſorry what this ſtoutneſs will produce. 
Samſ. Perhaps thou ſhalt have cauſeto ſorrow indeed. 
ſay; M.A Chor. Conſider, Samſon; matters now are ſtrain'd 
Up to the heighr, whether to hold or break ; 
He's gone, and who knows how he may report 
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ce, Thy words by adding fuel to the flame ? 
Expect another meſſage more imperious, 
* More lordly thund'ring than thou well wilt bear. 
, Samſ. Shall I abuſe this conſecrated gift 
. of ſtrength, again returning with my hair 
After my great tranſgreſſion, ſo requite 
fore tell Favour rene w'd, and add a greater fin 
(them, By proſtituting holy things to idols? 


A Nazarite in place abominable 


ent them. vaunting my ſtrength in honour to their Dagon! 


ev'ry ſort 4 Beſides how vile, contemptible, ridiculous, 
s, What act more execrably unclean, profane? 
mers, Chor. Yet with this ſtrength thou ſerv'ſt the philiſtines- 
d, Idolatrous, uncircumcis'd, unclean. ö 
a Samſ. Not in their idol worſhip, but by labour 
Honeſt and lawful to deſerve my food * 
Of thoſe who have me in their civil power. (not. 
Chor. Where the heart joins not, outward acts defile 
3 . Samſ. Where outward force conſtrains, the ſentence 
ne. But who conſtrains me to the temple of Dagon, (holds, 
m highly. Not dragging? the Philiſtian lords command. 
peace, BY Commands are no conſtraints. If I obey them, | 
140 it freely, vent'ring to diſpleaſe = 
er God for the fear of man, and man prefer, 
s 2 Set God behind: which in his jealouſy > 
eller, Shall never, unrepented, find forgiveneſs. 
f - ret that he may diſpenſe with me or thee 
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Preſent i in temples at idolatrous rites 

For ſome important cauſe,” thou need'ſt not doubt. 
Chor. How thou wilt here come off ſurmounts my reach. 


Samſ. Be of good courage, I begin to feel 


- Some rouſing motions in me, which diſpoſe 


To ſomething extraordinary my thoughts. 
I with this meſſenger will go along, 
Nothing to do, be ſure, that may diſhonour 


Our law, or ſtain my vow of Nazarite. 
If there be aught of preſage in the mind, 


This day will be remarkable in my life 


By ſome great act, or of my days the laſt, 


Chor. In time thou haſt reſolv'd, the man returns, 
Of. Samſon, this ſggond meſſage from our lords 
To thee I am bid ſay. Art thou our ſlave, 

Our captive, at the public mill our drudge, 


And dar'ſt thou at our ſending and command 


Diſpute thy coming ? come without delay ; 
Or we ſhall find ſuch engines to aſſail 
And harper thee, as thou ſhalt come of force, 


Though thou art firmlier faſtned than a rock. 


Samſ. I could be well content to try their art, 


55 1 2 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious. 


Yet knowing their advantages too many, 


Becauſe they ſhall not trail me through their ſtreets 


Like a wild beaſt, I am content to go. 

: Maſters commands come with a power reſiſtleſs 
To ſuch as owe them abſolute ſubjeQion : 
And for a life who will not change his purpoſe? 
(So mutable are all the ways of men) 

Yet this be ſure, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or forbidden in our law. 

OF l praiſe thy reſolution, doff thoſe links: 
By this compliance thou wilt win the lords 
To favour, and perhaps to ſet thee free. 

Sam. Brethren farewell, your company along 

1 will not wiſh, leſt it perhaps offend them 
To ſee me girt with friends; and how the fight 
2 . 
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Of me as of a common enemy, 
So dreaded once, may now exaſperate then 
1 know not : lords are lordlieſt in their wine; 
And the well-feaſted prieſt then ſooneſt fir'd + 
With zeal, if aught religion ſeem concern'd : 
No leſs the people on their holy days 
Impetuous, inſolent, unquenchable, 
Happ'n what may, of me expect to hear 
Nothing diſhonourable, impure, unworthy 
f Our God, our law, my nation or myſelf, 
| The laſt of me or no I cannot warrant, 
. Chor. Go, and the Holy One 
of Iſrael be thy guide 
To what may ſerve his glory beſt; and ſpread his name- 
Great among the Heathen round; 
Send the angel ef thy birth to ſtand 
Faſt by thy ſide, who from thy father's field 
Rode up in flames after his meſſage told __ 
Of thy conception, and be now a ſhield - 
Of fire; that ſpirit that firſt ruſht on thee- 
In the camp of Dan- 
Be efficacious in thee now at 3 
For never was from heaven imparted 
Meaſure of ſtrength ſo great to mortal ſeed, 
'S As in thy .wond'rous actions hath been ſeen, 
But wherefore comes old Manoa in-ſuch haſte 
With youthful ſteps! much livelier than ere while 
He ſeems : ſuppoſing here to find his ſon, 
Or of him bringing to us ſome glad news? 
Man, Peace with you, brethren: - myinducement hither 
Was not at preſent here to find my ſon, 
By order of the lords new parted hence- 
To come and play before them at their feaſt, 
I heard all as I came, the city rings 
And numbers thither flock, I had no will, 
Leſt I ſhould ſee him forc'd to things unſeemly : 
But that which mov'd my coming now was chiefly, 
To give you part with me what hope I have. 
. 
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With good ſucceſs. to work his liberty. 
Chor. That hope would much rejoice us to partake 
With thee; ſay, reverend fire, we thirſt to hear, 
Man. I have attempted one by one the lords 
Either at home, or through the high ſtreet paſſing, 
With ſupplication prone and father's tears, 
T” accept of ranſom for my ſon their pris'ner. 
Some much averſe 1 found and wondrous harſh, 


Contemptous, proud, ſet on revenge and ſpite; 
That part moſt reverenc'd Dagon and his prieſts. 


Others more moderate ſeeming, but their aim 

Private reward, for which both God and ſtate 

They eaſily would ſet to ſale; a third | 

More generous fair and civil, who confeſs'd 

'They had enough reveng'd, having reduc'd 

Their foe to miſery beneath their fears, 

The reſt was magnanimity to remit, 

If ſome convenient ranſom was propos'd. 

What noiſe or ſhout was that ? it tore the ſky. 
Chor. Doubtleſs the people ſhouting to behold 

Their once great dread, captive, and blind before them, 

Or at ſome proof of ſtrength before them ſhown, 
Man. His ranſom, if my whole inheritance 

May compaſs. it, ſhall willingly be paid 

And number'd down: much rather I ſhall chooſe 

To live the pooreſt in my tribe, than richeſt, 


And he in that calamitous priſon left. 


No, I am fixt not to part hence without him; 
For his redemption all my patrimony, 


If need be, I am ready to forego 


And quit: not wanting him, I ſhall want nothing. 
Chor, Fathers are wont to lay up for their ſons, 

Thou for thy ſon are. bent to lay out all; 

Sons wont to nurſe their parents in old age, 

Thou in old age car'ſt how to nurſe thy ſon, 

Made older than thy age through eye ſight loſt, 
Man. It ſhall be my delight to tend his eyes, 

And view him ſitting in the houſe, ennobPd 
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With all thoſe high exploits by him atchiev'd, 
And on his ſhoulders waving down thoſe locks, 
That of a nation arm'd the ſtrength contain'd: 
And I perſuade me God hath not permitted 
His ſtrength again to grow up with his hair 
Garriſon'd round about him like a camp 
Of faithful ſoldiery, were not his purpoſe 
To uſe him farther yet in ſome great ſervice, 
Not to fit idle with ſo great a gift | | 
Uſeleſs, and thence ridiculous about him. Os 
And fince his ſtrength with eye ſight was not loſt, 
God will reſtore: him eye-fight to his ſtrength. 
Chor. Thy hopes are not ill founded, nor ſeem vain 
Of his delivery, and thy joy thereon 
Conceiv'd, agreeable to a father's love, 
In both which we, as next, participate. 
Man. I know your n minds and — O what 
noiſe |! 
Mercy of heav'n what hideous noiſe was that! | 
Horribly loud, unlike the former ſnhout. 
ms Chor. Noiſe call you it, or univerſal groan, 
As if the whole inhabitation periſh'd ! 
Blood, death, and deathful deeds are in that noiſe, 
Ruin, deſtruction at the utmoſt point. | 
Man Of ruin indeed methought [ med the noiſe, 
Oh it continues, they have ſlain my ſon ! 
Chor, Thy ſon is rather ſlaying them, that out cry 
From ſlaughter of one foe could not aſcend, 
Man. Some diſmal accident it needs muſt be; 
What ſhall we do, ſtay here or run and ſee ? 
Chor, Belt keep together here, leſt running thither 
We unawares run into. danger's mouth. 
This evil on the Philiſtines is fall'n, 
From whom could elſe a general cry be heard? 
The ſufferers then will ſcarce moleſt us here, 
From other hands-we need not much to fear, 
What if his eye-ſight (for to Iſrael's God 
Nothing is hard) by miracle reſtor'd, 
| E 4 
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He now. be dealing dole among his foes; en 
And over heaps of flaughter'd walk his way? | 
Man, That were a joy preſumptuous to be thought. 
Chor. Vet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For his people of old; what hinders now? 
Man. He can I 1 but doubt to think he will; 
Yet hope would fain ſubſcribe and tempts belief, 
A little ſtay will bring ſome notice hither, . 
Chor. Of good or bad ſo great, of bad the boner z ; 
For evil news rides poſt, while good news baits, 
And to our wiſh I fee one hither ſpeeding, 
An Hebrew, as [ gueſs; and of our tribe. | 
Mel. © whither ſhall I run, or which way fly : 
The ſight of this ſo horvid ſpectacle, 
Which erſt my eyes beheld and yet behold ? 
For dire imagination ſtill purſues me, | 
But providence or inſtinct of nature ſeems, 
Or reaſon though diſturb'd, and ſcarce conſulted 
To have guided me aright, I know not how, 
To thee firſt reverend Manoa, and to theſe 
My countrymen, whom here I knew remaining, 
As at ſome diſtance from the place of horror, 
go in the ſad event too much concern'd, 
Man. The accident was loud, and heard before thee 
With rueful cry, yet what it was J hear not; 
No preface needs, thou ſeeſt we long to know, 
Mei. It would burſt forth, but I recover breath 
And ſenſe diſtract, to know well what I utter. 
Man. Tell us the ſum, the circumſtance defer, 
Meſ. Gaza yet ſtands, but all her ſons are fall'n, - 
All in a moment overwhelm'd and fall'n. 


Man. Sad, but thou know'ſt to Iſraelites not ſaddeſt 


The deſolation of a hoſtile city. 


Mes Feed on that firſt, there 55 5 grief be ſurfeir. 


Man. Relate by whom, 
Meſſ. By Samſon. 
Man, That ſtill leſſens 
The ſorrow, and. converts it nigh to joy. 
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To utter what will come at laſt too ſoon; : 


Relation more particular and diſtin, 


Through each high ſtreet: little had I diſpatch'd,*, 


 SAMSON AGOMNISTES; vos 
Mea. Ah Manoa, I refrain, too ſuddenly - 


Leſt evil tidings with too rude irruption 

Hitting thy aged ear ſhould pierce too deep. 
Man. Suſpenſe in news is torture, ſpeak them out. 
Meß. Then take the work in brief, Samſon is dead. 

Man. The work indeed, O all my hopes defeated 

To free him hence! but death who ſets all free 

Hath paid his ranſom now and full diſcharge. 

What windy joy this day had I conceiv'd 

Hopeful of his deliv'ry, which now proves 

Abortive as the firſt-born bloom of ſpring 

Nipt with the lagging rear of winter's froſt. 

Yet ere give the reias to grief, ſay firſt, 

How dy'd he? death to life is crown or ſhame.” 

All by him fell thou ſay'ſt, by whom fell he? 

What glorious hand gave Samſon his death's wound ? © 
Meß. Unwounded of his enemies he fell. : 
Man. Wearied with ſlaughter then or how : ? expRin, -- 
Meß. By his own hands. 

Man. Self. violence? what cauſe 
Brought him ſo ſoon at variance with himſelf- 
Among his foes? 

Me. Inevitable cauſe 
At once both to deſtroy and be deſtroy'd: 

The edifice where all were met to ſee him, 

Upon their heads and on his own he pull'd. 
Man. O laſtly over-ſtcong againſt thyſelf! ' 

A dreadful way thou took'ſt to thy revenge. 

More than enough we know; but while things yet 

Are in confuſion, -give us if thou canſ, 

Eye-witneſs of what firſt or laſt was done, 


* 


— 


Meg.” Occaſions drew me earl y to this city, 
And as the gates I enter'd with ſun-riſe, | 
The morning trumpets feſtival proclaim'd | 


When all — was rumour'd that this BY, 
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Samſon ſhould be brought forth to ſhew the people 

Proof of his mighty ſtrength in feats and games, 
J ſorrow'd at his captive ſtate, but minded 

Not to be abſent at that ſpectacle. 

The building was a ſpacious theatre 

Half round, on two main pillars vaulted high, 

With ſeats where all the lords and each degree 

Of ſort, might ſit in order to behold; 

The other ſide was op'n, where the throug 

On banks and ſcaffolds, under ſky might ſtand; 

I among thoſe aloof obſcurely ſtood, 

The feaſt and noon grew high, and ſacrifice 

Had fill'd their hearts with mirth, high chear and wine, 

When to their ſports they turn'd, Immediately 

Was Samſon as a public ſervant brought, 

In their ſtate livery clad ; before him pipes 

And timbrels, on each ide went armed guards, 

Both horſe and foot before him and behind, 

_ Archers, and lingers, cataphraQs and ſpears, 

At fight of him the people with a ſhout 

Rifted the air, clamouring their god with praiſe, 

Who had made their dreadful enemy their thrall. 

He patient but undaunted where they led him 

Came to the place, and what was ſet before him 

Which without help of eye might be aſſay'd 

To heave, pull, draw and break, he ſtill perform'd 

All with incredible ſtupendous force, 

None daring to appear antagoniſt. 

At length for intermiſſion ſake they led him 

Between the pillars ; he his guide requeſted 

(For ſo from ſuch as nearer ſtood we heard) 

As over-toil'd, to let him lean a while 

With both his arms on thoſe two maſſy pillars, 

That to the arched roof gave main ſupport, 

He unſuſpicious led him; which when Samſon 

Felt in his arms, with 3 a while inclin'd, 

And eyes faſt fix'd he ſtood as one who pray?d, 

Or ſome great matter in his mind revolv'd, 
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Ar laſt with head erect thus cry'd aloud, 
Hitherto, lords, what your commands impos'd 
I have perform'd, as reaſon was, obeying,. 
Nor without wonder or delight beheld : 
Now of my own accord ſuch other trial 
I'mean to ſhe w you of my ſtrength, yet greater, 
As with amaze ſhall ſtrike all who behold : » bi 
This -utter'd, ſtraining all his nerves he bow'd, . 
As with the force of winds and waters pent, | 
When mountains tremble, thoſe two maſſy pillars 
With horrible confuſion to and fro, 
He tugg'd, he took, till down they came and drew 
The whole roof after them, with burſt of thunder 
Upon the heads of all who ſat beneath, 
Lords, ladies, captains, counſellors, or prieſts; -. 
Their choice nobility and flower, not only 
Of this but each Philiſtian eity round 
Met from all parts to ſolemnize this feaſt; 
Samſon with theſe intermixt, inevitably 
Pull'd down. the ſame deſtruction on himfelf; 
The vulgar only 'ſcap'd who ſtood without. 
Chor, O dearly bought revenge, yet W 1 4 
Living or dying thou haſt fulfill'd 
The work for which thou waſt foretold- "= ay 
To Iſrael, and now ly'ſt victorious 
Among thy {tain ſelf - killd 3 _ 
Not willingly, but tangl'd in the fold, 
Ot dire neceſſity, whoſe law in death conjoin'd: 
Thee with thy flaughter'd foes in number more 
Than all thy life had ſlain before. 
Semichor. While their hearts were jocund and ſus 
Drunk with idolatry, drunk with wine, Cblime, 
And fat regorg'd of bulls and goats, 1 
Chaunting their idol, and preferring a . 
Before our living dread who dwells | 
In Silo his bright ſanctuary: 
Among them he a ſpirit of phrenzy ſent, 
Who hurt their minds, 
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And urg'd them on with mad deſire 
To call in haſte for their deſtroyer. 


They only ſet on ſport and play, 


Unweetingly importun d 
Their own deſtruction to come ſpeedy upon thems. 
So fond are mortal men. | 


Fall'n into wrath divine, 


As their own ruin on themſelves t mite, 

Inſenſate left, or to ſenſe. reprobate, 

And with blindneſs internal ſtruck. 
Semichor. But he though blind of light, 

Deſpis d and thought extinguilh'd. quite, 

With inward eyes illuminated, 

His fiery virtue rous'd. 

From unger-aſhes.into ſudden flame, 

And as ev'ning. dragon came, 


Aſſailant on the perched rooſts, 


And neſts in order rang'd 

Of tame villatic fowl; but as an eagle. 

His cloudlefs thunder bolted on their heads... 
So virtue giv'n for loſt, _ 

Depreſt, and overthrown, as ſeem'd, 

Like that felf-begott'n bird 

In th' Arabian woods .embolt,, 

That no ſecond knows nor third, 


And lay ere while a holocauſt, 


From out her aſhy womb now teem'd, 
Revives; reflouriſhes, then vigorous moſt + 


When moſt unactive deem'd, 8 
And though her body die, her fame ſurvives, i | 
A fecular bird ages of lives, | 
„Man. Come, come, no time for lamentation now., 


Nor much more cauſe ; Samſon hath quit himſelf. 
Like Samſon, and heroicly. bath finiſn'd 

A kfe heroic, on his enemies 

Fully reveng'd hath left them years of mourning, 
And lamentation to the ſons of Chaptor 

Through all Philiſtian bounds :_ to Iſrael 
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Honour hath left and freedom, let but them 
Find courage to lay hold on this occaſion; 
To himſelf and father s houſe eternal fame: 
And which is beſt and, happieſt yet, all this 
With God not parted from him, as was fear'd, . 
But favouring and aſſiſting to the end. * 
Nothing is here for tears, nothing to vail \ 
Or knock the breaſts, no weaknels, no contempt, 
Diſpraiſe, or blame, nothing but well and fair, 
And what may quiet us in a death ſo noble. 
Let us go find the body where it lies 
Soak'd in his enemies blood, and from the ſtream 
With lavers pure and cleanſing herbs waſh. off 
The cloded gore I with what ſpeed the while 
(Gaza'is not in plight to ſay us nay) 
Will ſend for all my kindred, all my friends 
To fetch him hence, and ſolemnly attend 
With ſilent obſequy and funeral train 
Home to his father houſe : there will { build him 
A monument, and plant it round with ſhade 
Of laurel ever green, and branching palm, 
With all his trophies hung, and acts enroll'd . 
In copious legend, or ſweet lyric ſong, 
Thither ſhall all the valiant youth reſort; 
And from his memory inflame their breaſts 
To matchle$ valour and adventures high: 
The virgins alſo ſhall on feaſtful days 
Viſit his tomb-with flowers, only bewailing - 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice, 
From whence captivity and loſs of eyes.. 

Chor, All is beſt, though we oft doubt 

What th' unſearchable diſpoſe 
Of higheſt wiſdom brings about 
And ever beſt found in the cloſe, 
Oft he ſeems to hide his face, 
But unexpected returns, 
And to his faithful champion hath in es, 
Bone witneſs glorioully ; whence Gaza mourns, 
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And all-that band them to reſiſt 

His uncontroulable intent, 

His ſervant he with new acquift 

Of true experience from this great event 
With peace and conſolation hath diſmiſt;. 
And calm of mind all paſſion ſpent. . 
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Copy of a letter written by Sir Henry Wootton, 
to the Author, upon the following Poem. 


From the College, this 10 Abril, 1638. 


818 
T was a ſpecial favour, 3 you lately beſtowed 
upon me here the firſt taſte of your acquaintance, 
though no longer than to make me know that I want-- 
ed more time to value it, and to enjoy it rightly ; and 
in truth, if I could then have imagined your farther. 
ſtay in theſe parts, which I underſtood afterwards by 
Mr H. I would have been bold in our vulgar phraſe to 
mend my draught, (tor you left me with an extreme. 
thirſt) and to have begged your converſation again,. 
Jointly with your ſaid learned friend, at a poor meal 
or two, that we might have banded together ſome 
good authors of the antient time: among which 1 oby 
ſerved you to have been familiar. 
| Since your going you have charged me with new o- 
bligations, both for a very kind letter from you, dated 
the ſixth of this month, and for a dainty. piece of enter- 
tainment which came therewith. Wherein 1 ſhould 
much commend the tragical part, if the lyrical did 
not raviſh me with a certain dorique-delicacy. in your 
ſongs and odes, whereunto I muſt plainly confeſs: to 
have ſeen nothing parallel in our language: iþ/a-mol= 
lities. But I muſt not omit to tell you, that I now on- 
ly owe you thanks for intimating unto me (how mo- 
deſtly ſoever) the true artificer. For the work itſelf I 
had view'd ſome good while before, with ſingular de- 
light, having received it from our common friend Mr 
R. in the very cloſe of the late R's poems, printed at. 


1 | 
Oxford, whertunto it was added (ar I now ſuppoſe) 
that the acceſſory might help out the principal, accor- 
ding to the art of ſtationers, and to leave the reader 
con Ia bocca dolce. 

Now Sir, concerning your travels, wherein I may 
challenge a little more privilege of diſcourſe with you; 
I ſuppoſe you will not blanch Paris in your way: there- 
fore I have been bold to trouble you with a few lines to 
Mr M. B. whom you will eaſily find attending the young 
Lord S. as his governor ; and you may ſurely receive 
from him good directions for the ſhaping of your farther 
journey into Italy, where he did reſide by my choice 
ſome time fot _ king, after mine own receſs from 
Venice. 
1 ſhould think ohen your beſt line will be through the 
whole length of France to Marſeilles, and thence by ſea 
to Genoa, whence the paſſage into Tuſcany is as diural 
as a Graveſend barge: I haſten as you do to Florence, 
or Siena, the rather to tell you a ſhort ſtory trom the 
intereſt you have given me in your ſafety, 

At Siena I was tabled ic the houſe of one Alberto 
Seipioni, an old Roman courtier in dangerous times, 
having been ſteward to the Duca di Pagliano, who with 
all his family were ſtrangled, ſave this only man that e- 
ſcaped by foreſight of the tempeſt : with him I had of- 
ten much chat of thoſe affairs; into which he took a 
pleaſure to look back from his native harbour ; and at 
my departure towards Rome (which had been the cen 
ter of his experience) I had won confidence enough to 
beg his advice, how I might carry myſelf ſecurely. 
there, without offence of others, or of mine own con- 
ſcience. Signor Arrigo mio (ſays he) I penſeri ftretti,. 
et il viſo ſciolto, will go ſafely over the whole world: 
of which Delphian oracle (for ſo I have found it) your 
judgment doth need no commentary; and therefore, 
„Sir, I will commit you with it to the belt of all ſecuri- 
ties, God's dear love, remaining | 
Tour friend as much at command at any of longer . 

Henry Wootton. 
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SIR, =” 3 2 
Have expreſly ſent this my foot · boy to prevent your 


departure without ſome acknowledgment from me 
of the receipt of your obliging letter, having myſelf 


through ſome buſineſs, I know not how, neglected the 


ordinary conveyance. In any part where I ſhall under- 
ſtand you fixed, I ſhall be glad, and diligent to enter- 


tain you with home-novelties; even for ſome fermen- 


tation of our friendſhip, too ſoon interrupted in the 


The PERSONS. 


The attendant Siri, afterwards in the babit of 


Turxs!s. 
by Convs with his crew, 

The Ro 
| 1 Brother, 
2 Brother. 


SABRINA the nymph. 


The chief perſons who preſented, were. 


The Lord BRACI v. 
Mr Thomas EGERTON bis Brother. 


The Lady Al Ic EGErTON, | 
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The firſt Scene diſcovers a wild Wood. 


The attendant ſpirit deſcends or enters, 


EFORE the ſtarry threſhold of Jove's court - 
My manſion is, where thoſe immortal ſhapes 
Of bright aereal ſpirits live inſpher'd 
In regions mild of calm and ſerene air, 
Above the ſmoke and ſtir of this dim ſpot, 
Which men call earth, and with low- thoughted care 
Confin'd, and peſter'd in this pinfold here, 
Strive to keep up a frail and feveriſh being, | 
Unmindful of the crown that virtue gives, 
After this mortal change, to her true ſervants 
Amongſt the enthroned gods on fainted ſeats, 
Yet ſome there be that by due ſteps aſpire 
To lay their juſt hands on that golden key 
That ope's the palace of eternity : 
To ſuch my errand is, and but for ſuch, 
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I would not ſoil this pure ambroſial weeds, 
With the rank vapours of this fin-worm mould. 


4 But. to my taſk, Neptune, beſides the ſway | 
Of ev'ry ſalt flood, and each ebbing ſtream, ; 
Took in by lot *twixt high and nether Jove, - 
Imperial rule of all the ſea-girt iſles, 4 
That like to rich and various gems inlay ; 
The unadorned boſom of the deep, : 
Which he to grace his tributary gods f 
By courſe commits to ſeveral government, ; c 
And gives them leave to wear their ſapphire crowns, E 
And, wield their little tridents ; but this iſle, , 7 
The greateſt and the beſt of all the main, ( 
He quarters to his blue-hair'd deities, 3 
And all this tract that fronts the falling ſun ; = 
A noble peer of mickle truſt and power J 
Has in his charge, with temper'd awe to guide 8 
An old, and haughty nation proud in arms: | 1 
Where his fair offspring nurs'd in princely lore, - 
Are coming to attend their father's ſtate, ws 
And new-entruſted ſceptre : but their way 1 
Lies through the perplex'd paths of this drear od, 
The nodding horror of whoſe ſhady brows A 
Threats the forlorn and wandring paſſenger : 2 
And here their tender age might ſuffer peril, 01 
But that by quick command from ſovereign Jove 8 
I was diſpatcht for their defence and guard; 7 
And liſten why, for I will tell now 
What never yet was heard in tale or ſong, 5 
From old or modern bard, in hall or bow'r. 3 * 
Bacchus, that firſt from out the purple grape = 
cruſht the ſweet poiſon of miſuſed wine, p 1 
After the Tuſcan mariners transform'd, W 
Coaſting the Tyrrhene ſhore, as the winds liſted, . 
On Circe's iſland fell; (who knows not Circe, An 
The daughter of the Sun? whoſe charmed cup An 
Whoever taſted Joſt his upright ſhape, Lil 
And downward fell into a grovelling ſwine) 
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This nymph that gaz'd upon his cluſtring locks, 
With ivy berries wreath'd, and his blithe youth, 
Had by him, ere he parted thence, a ſon 

Much like his father, but his mother more, | 
Whom therefore ſhe brought up and Comus nam'd, 
Who ripe, and frolic of his full grown age, 


'' Roving the Celtic and Iberian fields, 


At laſt betakes him to this ominous wood, 
And in thick ſhelter of black ſhades imbowr'd 


Excells his mother at her mighty art, 
Off "ring to evꝰry weary traveller | 


His orient liquor in a cryſtal-glaſs, 

To quench the drouth of Phœbus, which as they taſte 
(For moſt do taſte through fond intemperate thirſt) 
Soon as the potion works, their human count'nance, 
Th” expreſs reſemblance of the gods, is chang'd 
Into ſome brutiſh form of wolf, or bear, 

Or ounce, or tiger, or hog, or bearded goat, 

All other parts remaining as they were; 

And they, ſo perfect i is there miſery, 

Not once perceive their foul disfigurement, 

But boaſt themſelves more comely than before, 

And all their friends and native home forget, 

To roll with pleaſure in a ſenſual Rye, 

Therefore when any favour'd of high Jove, 

Chances to paſs through this adventrous glade, 
Swift as the ſparkle of a glancing ſtar 

I ſhoot from heav'n to give him ſafe convoy. 

As now I do: but firſt I muſt put off 

Theſe my ſky robes ſpun out of Iris woof, 


And take the weeds and likeneſs of a ſwain * 


That to the ſervice of this houſe belongs, 


Who with his ſoft pipe, and ſmooth dittied ſong, 


Well knows to ſtill the wild winds when they roar, 
And huſh the waving woods, nor of leſs faith, 
And in this office of his mountain watch, 


Likelieſt and neareſt to the preſent aid 


Of this occaſion. But I hear the tread 
Of hateful ſteps, I muſt be viewleſs now. 


@: 


Comus enters with a charming I in ene hand, his glaſs 


in the other; with him a rout of monſters headed 


lite ſundry ſorts of wild beaſts, but otherwiſe like 
men and women, their apparel gliſt ring; they come 

in making a riotous and unruly noiſe, with torches i in 
their hands. 


Comus, The ſtar that bids the ſhepherd fold 
Now the top of heav'n doth hold, * 
And the gilded car of day | 
His glowing axle doth allay 
In the ſteep Atlantic ſtream, 

And the flop ſun his upward beam 
Shoots againſt the duſky pole, 
Pacing toward the other goal 

Of his chamber in the eaſt. 
Mean while welcome joy and feaſt, 
Midnight ſhout, and revelry, 
Tipſy dance and jollity. 

Braid your locks with roſy twine, 
Drooping odours, drooping wine. 
Rigour now is gone to bed; | 
And advice with ſcrupulous head ; 


Strict age, and ſowre ſeverity, 


With their grave ſaws in ſlumber lie, 
We that are of purer fire 
Imitate the ſtarry quire, 


Who in their nightly watchful ſpheres, 


Lead in ſwift round the months and years, 

The ſounds and ſeas, with all their finny drove, 
Now to the moon in wavering morrice move, 
And on the tawny ſands and ſhelves, 

Trip the pert fairies and the dapper elves; 


By dimpled brook, and fountain. brim, 


The wood-nymphs deckt with daiſies trim, 
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Their merry wakes and paſtimes keep : N 


What hath night to do with fleep? 
Night hath better ſweets ro prove, 


Venus now wakes and wak'ns love. 
ſe | 
We Come let us our rites begin, | . 
4 Tiis only day light that makes fin, n 


Which theſe dun ſhades will ne'er report, << 99 
Fail goddefs of nocturnal ſport, | 
Dark veil'd Cotytto, t' whom the fecret flame 
Of midgight torches burns; myſterious dame, 
That ne'er art call'd, but when the dragon womb 
Of Stygian darkneſs ſpits her thickeſt Boom; 
And makes ene blot of all the air, 
Stay thy cloudy ebon chair, 
Wherein thou ridſt with Hecat?, and befriend 
Us thy vow'd prieſts till utmoſt l 
Of all thy dues be done, and none left out, 
Ere the blabbing eaſtern ſcout, 13 i 
The nice morn on th' Indian ſeep * 
From her cabin'd loop hole peep, 
And to the tell - tale ſua deſery 
Our conceal'd ſolemnity. 
Come, knit hands, and beat the ground 
In a light Tantattic round, 


The meaſure. 


Break off, break off, I feel the different pace 
Of ſore chaſte footing near about this ground. 
Run to your ſhrouds, within theſe brakes and trees, 
Our number may affright : ſome virgin ſure 

(For ſo I can diſtinguiſh, by mine art) 
Benighted in theſe woods. Now to my charms, 
And to my wily trains, I ſhall ere long 
Be well- ſtock'd with as fair a herd as graz'd 

About my mother Circe. Thus I hurl 

My dazzling ſpells into the ſpungy air, 

Of power to cheat the eye with blear illuſion, 
And give it falſe preſentments, leſt the place 
* 


* 


r 
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And my quaint habits breed aſtoniſhment, 
And put the damſel to ſuſpicious flight, | 
Þ Which mult not be, for that's againſt my courſe ; * 
Br + © under fair pretence of friendly ends, 
= And well plac'd words of glozing courteſy, 
= Baited with reaſons not unplauſible, - 
=o. Win me into the eaſy hearted man, 
11% And hug him into ſnares. When once her eye 
Hath met the virtue of this magic duſt, 
I ſhall appear ſome harmleſs villager, | 
Whom thrift keeps up about his country gear. 
But here ſhe comes, I fairly ſtep aſide 


i E. And hearken, if I may her buſineſs hear. 
Wh | The lady enters. 

WW | This way the noiſe was, if mine ear be true, 

4 M, beſt guide now; methought it was the ſound 


Of riot, and ill- manag' d merriment, 
Bauch as the jocund flute, or gameſome pipe 
Stirs up among the looſe unletter'd hinds, 
When for their teeming flocks, and granges fall 
In wanton dance they praiſe the bounteous P an, 
. And thank the gods amiſs. I ſhould be loth 
©5008 To meet the rudeneſs, and ſwill'd inſolence 
=. - Of ſuch late waſſailers; yet O where elſe 
_ Shall I inform my unacquainted feet 
1 I In the blind mazes of this tangl'd wood? 
Mm - My brothers when they ſaw_me wearied out 
With this long way, reſolying here to lodge 
Under the ſpreading favour of theſe pines, 
Stept as they ſaid to the next thicket ſide 
To bring me berries, or ſuch cooling fruit 
As the kind hoſpitable woods provide. 
They left me then, when the gray - hooded ev'n 


. 1s A Like a ſad votariſt in palmers weed | 
17 ' Roſe from the hindmoſt wheels of Phœbus's wain. 
1 But where they are, and why they came not back, 
13 25 Is now the labour o * Lis likelict 


\ 
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They had engag'd their wandring ſteps too far, ; 
And envious darkneſs, ere they could return, 
| Had ſtole them from me; elſe O thieviſh night, 

Why ſhould'ſt thou, but for ſome felonious end, 
In thy dark lantern thus'cloſe up the ſtars, | 
That nature hung in heav'n, and f1Pd cheir lamps 
With everlaſting oil, to give due light 
To the miſ-ted and lonely traveller? 
This is the place, as well as I may gueſs, 8 
Whence ev'n now the tumutt of loud mirth _ 
Was rife, and perfect in my lining ear; 
Yet nought but fingle darkneſs do I find. 
What might this be? a thouſand fantaſies 
Begin to throng into my memory 
Of calling ſhapes, and beckning ſhadows dire, 
And airy tongues, that ſyllable mens names 
On ſands and ſhores, and deſart wildernefles, b 
Theſe thoughts may ſtartle well, but not aſtound 
The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended 
By a ſtrong ſiding champion conſcience ,- 
O welcome pure-ey'd faith, white handed hope, _ 
Thou hovering angel girt with golden wings, 
And thou unblemiſh'd form of chaſtity; 
1 ſee ye viſibly, and now believe 
That he, the Supreme God, t whom all things l in 
Are but as flaviſh officers of vengeance, 
Would ſend a gliſt'ring guardian if need were 
To keep my life and honour unaſſail'd. 
Was 1 deceiv'd, or did a ſable cloud 
Turn forth her ſilver lining on the night ? As, 
1 did not err, there does a fable cloud 
Turn forth her filver lining on the night, 
And caſts a gleam over this tufted grove. 
I cannot hollow to my brothers, but | 
such noiſe as I can make to be heard fartheſt 
VI venture, for my new enliven'd ſpirits 


Frames me; X00 they PEPE are not far We . 
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1 Weet echo, 2 5 nymph that liv'ſt anſvek | 
Wl | 2 a. Within thy airy cell, | 
1% EMIT, By flow Menander's margent green, 
Wl | And in the violet embroider'd vale, 
* Where the love born nightingale 
' Nightly to thee her ſad ſong mourneth well ; 
Canſt thou not tell me of a gentle pair 
0 That likeſt thy Narciſſus are? 
T” DO if thou have 
N Hid them in ſome flow'ry cave, 
Tell me but where, 
. Sweet queen of parley, daughter of the ſphere, 
hab We So may'ſt thou be tranſlated to the ſkies, 


Comus. Can any mortal mixture of earth's mould 
1 Breathe ſuch divine enchanting raviſhment? 
J Sure ſomething holy lodges in that breaſt, 
1 And with theſe raptures moves the vocal air 
To teſtify his hidden reſidence; | 
"How ſweetly did they float upon the wings 
Of ſilence, through the empty-vaulted night, 
1 At ev ry fall ſmoothing the raven doune 
_ Of darkneſs till it ſmil'd: I have oft heard 
4M | My mother Circe with the Sirens three, 
”  . Amidſt the flow'ry-kirtled Naiades? 
| Culling their potent herbs, and baleful drugs, 
Who as they ſung, would take the priſon'd ſoul, 
And lap it in Elyſium : Sylla wept, _ 
And chid her barking waves into attention, 


Yet they in pleaſing ſlumber lull'd the ſenſe, 
_ And in ſweet madneſs robb'd it of itſelf, 
4 a But ſuch a ſacred and home felt delight, 
1 | Such ſober certainty of waking bliſs _ 
I neper heard till now. I'll ſpeak to her, 
AT e e ſhall be my oa Hail foreign fender,” 
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And give reſounding grace to all heav*n's harmonies. 


And fell Charybdis murmur'd ſoft applauſe : PE 
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Whom certain theſe rough ſhades did never breed, 
Unleſs the goddeſs that in rural ſhrine 
Dwell'ſt here with Pan, or Sylvan, by bleſt ng 
Forbidding every bleak unkindly ſog 555 1 
To touch the proſperous growth of this tall wood. , 
La. Nay, gentle ſhepherd, ill is loſt that Ps e 
That is addreſt to unattending ears; 3 
Not any boaſt of ſkill, but extreme ſhift 
How to regain my ſever'd company, 29701 | 
| Compell'd me to awake the courteous echo * * 1 
To give me anſwer from her moſſy couch. 
Co. What chance, good lady, hath dereſt you thus? 4 
La. Dim. darkneſs, and this leafy labyrinth, 4 ©. 
Co. Could that divide you from nearuſhering guides? 
La. They left me weary on a graſſy turf. 
| Co. By falſhood, or diſcourteſy, or why ? 
| La. To ſeek i th' valley ſome cool friendly ſpring. 
Co. And left your fair fide all unguarded, lady? ? 
La. They were but twain, and purpos'd quick return. 
Co. Perhaps foreſtailing night prevented them. 
La. How eaſy my misfortune is to hit! 
d | Co. Imports their loſs, beſides the preſent need? 
La. No leſs than if I ſhould my brothers loſe, 
Co. Were they of manly prime or youthful bloom? 
La. As ſmoath as Hebe's their unrazor'd lips. « 
Co. Two ſuch I ſaw, what time the labour'd ox 
In bis looſe treſſes from the furrow came, 
And the ſwink't hedger at his ſupper ſat; 
I ſaw them under a green mantling vine 
That crawls along the fide of yon ſmall hill, 
Plucking ripe cluſters from the tender ſhoots; 
Their port was more than human, as they ſtood : 
I took it for a fairy viſion : 
Of ſome gay creatures of the element, 
That in the colours of the rainbow live, _ 
And play i' th plighteg clouds. I was aw - ſtrook, 
3 And as I paſt, I worſhipt ; if thoſe you ſeek, 
r, It were a 4 85 like the path to heav'n, 
| T3. 
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Te 0 help find "= h 7 Gentle 3 at's J 
Whar bead! way would bring me to that phate ? vw I 
Co. Due welt it riſes from this fhrgbby point, © 
La. To find out that, good ſhepherd, I ſuppoſe, B 

In ſuch a ſcant allowance of ſtar- light, $ ] 
Would over taſk the beſt land pilot's art, 0 
Without the ſure gueſs of well practis'd feet. 0 
Co. I know each lane, and every alley green, C 
Dingle, or buſhy dell of this wild wood, 5 
nl every boſky bourn from fide to ſide, | Ir 
My daily walks and ancient neighbourhood ; B 
And if your ſtray attendance be yet lodg'd, 1 
Or ſhroud within theſe limits, I ſhall knorr, -— F 
Ere morrow wake, or the low- rooſted lark * P. 
From her thatch'd pallat rowſe; if otherwiſe O 
1 can conduct you, lady, to a low | L 
But loyal cottage, where you may be ſafe | V 

4+ Till farther queſt. La. Shepherd, I take thy word, 0 
And truſt thy honeſt offer'd ceurteſ,, =. 
Which oft is ſooner found in lowly ſheds- j 
With ſmoaky rafters, than in tap'ſtry halls T 
And courts of prigces, where it firſt was nam*d, Fi 
And yet is moſt pretended : in a place V 
Leſs warranted than this, or leſs ſecure A1 
1 cannot be, that Eſhould fear to change it. O! 
Eye me, bleſt Providence, and ſquare my trial H 
"To my proportion 'd Rrength. 8 len on.— Y 
The two brothers, e 5 At 

El. Bos: Unmufffe ye faint ſtars, and thou fair moon. 4 
That wont'ſ to love the traveller's benizon, -( 
Stoop thy pale viſage through an amber Hood, "$6 
And difinherit Chaos, that reigns here 21 
In double night of darknefs, and of ſhades; 8 
Or if your influence be quite damm'd up B 
With black uſurping miſts, ſome gentle taper W 
Though a ruth candle from the wicker bole | 2 


Of ſame "RP babikation viſit us . 
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With thy long levell'd rule of ſtreaming lights 
And thou ſhalt be our ſtar of Arcady, 
Or Tyrian Cynoſure. 2 Bre. Or if our eyes 


Be barr'd that happineſs, might we but hear 
The folded flocks pen'd in their watied cotes; 
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Or ſound of paſtoral reed with oaten ſtops, 


Or whiſtle from the lodge, or village cock 

Count the night watches to his feathery dames, 

*Twould be ſome ſolace yet, ſome little chearing 

In this cloſe dungeon of innumerous bows. 

But O that hapleſs virgin! our Joſt filter, 

Where may ſhe wander now, whither vitake her 

From the chill dew, amongſt rude burs and thiltles? 

Perhaps ſome cold bank is her bolſter now, 

Or gainſt the rugged bark of ſome broad elm 

Leans her unpillow'd head, fraught with ſad fears; 

What if in wild amazement; and affright, 

Or, while we ſpeak, within the direful graſp 

Of ſavage hunger, or of ſavage heat? 
Ed. Bro. Peace, brother, be not over- erde 

T o caſt the faſhion of uncertain evils; ' 

For grant they be ſo, while they reſt unknown, 

What need a man foreſtall his date of grief, 

And run to meet what he would moft avoid? 

Or if they be but falſe alarms of fear, 

How bitter is ſuch: ſelf deluſion? 

1 do not think my ſiſter ſo to ſeck;. . 

Or ſo unprincipFd in virtue's book, 


And the ſweet peace that goodneſs boſoms ever, 


As that the fingle-want of light and noiſe 


N 5 being in. danger, as truſt ſhe is net) 


Could. ſtir. the conſtant ond of her calm thoughts, 
And put them into miſ becoming. plight. _ 4 1 
Virtue could ſee to do what virtue would 


By her own radiant light, though fun and moon 


Were in the flat ſea ſank. 


And wiſdom's ſelf 


Oft ſeeks to ſweet retired ſolitude, 
Where 2 8 her beſt nurſe contemplation, 
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She plumes her feathers and lets grow her wings, 
That in the various buſtle of reſort 
Were all too ruffled, and ſometimes impair'd. 
He that has light within his own clear breaſt. 
May ſit ' th center, and enjoy bright day: 
But he that hides a dark ſoul, and foul thoughts, 
Benighted walks under the mid day ſun; 
elf is his own dungeon. 
2 Bro. Tis moſt true, 
That muſing meditation moſt affefs 

The pegſive ſecrecy of deſart cell, 

Far from the chearful haunt of men and herds, 
And fits as ſafe as in a ſenate houſe: 

For who would rob a hermit of his weeds, 

His few books, or his beads, or maple diſh, 

Or do his gray hairs any violence? 5 

But beauty, like the fair Heſperian tren | 
Laden with blooming gold, had need the guard 
| "of Dragon- watch with uninchanted eye, 
To ſave her bloſſoms, and defend her fruit 
From the raſh hand of bold incontinence. 

You may as well ſpread out the unſunn'd heaps 
Of miſers treaſure by an unlaw's den, 

And tell me it is ſafe, as bid me hope 

Danger will wink on opportunity, 

And let a ſingle helpleſs maiden paſs 
Uninjur'd in this wild ſurrounding waſte bh 

Of night, or lonelineſs it recks me not, 

J fear the dread events that dog them both 
Leſt ſome ill greeting touch CO the pace. 
Of our unowned ſiſter, 

Ela. Bro. I do not, brother, | 

Infer, as if I theught my ſiſter's ſtate 

Secure without all doubt, or controverſy : 

Yet where an equal poiſe of hope and fear 

Does arbitrate th' event, my nature is 

That I incline to hope, rather than fear, 
And gladly baniſh ſquint ſuſpicion, te 
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My ſiſter is not ſo defenceleſs left 
As you imagine, ſhe has a hidden ſtrength 
Which you remember net. | 8 
2 Bro. What hidden ſtrength, _ EA 
Unleſs the ſtrength of heav'n, if you mean that? 
Eld. Bro. I mean that too, but yet a hidden ſtrength,. 


Which if heav'n gave it may be term'd her own: :- 


Tis chaſtity, my brother, chaſtity : 

he that has that, is elad in compleat Reel, 

And like a quiver'd nymph with arrows keen 
May trace buge foreſts, and unharbour'd heaths, 
Infamous hills, and ſandy perilous wilds, 

Where through the ſacred rays of chaſtity, 

No ſavage fierce, bandite, or mountaineer "Bra, TE 
Will dare to ſoil her virgin purity: ._ < 
Tea there, where very deſolation dwells- 1820 
By grots, and caverns fhagg'd with horrid ſhades, 
She may paſs on with unblench'd majeſty, 

Be it not done in pride; or in preſumption, 

Some ſay no evil thing that walks by night, 

In fog, or fire, by lake, or mooriſh-fen, 

Blue meagre hag, or ſtubborn unlaid ghoſt, ; 
That breaks his magick chains at Curfue time, | 
No goblin, or ſwart fairy t 7-457 5a 5-52k 
Hath hurtful power o'er true virginity, | 
Do ye believe me yet, or ſhall I. call Sb 

Antiquity from the old ſchools of Greece 

Fo teſtify the arms of chaſtity? 8 FE 

Hence had the. huntreſs Dian her dread PALE 

Pair. ſilver-ſhafted queen for ever chaſte, «. 
Wherewith ſh2 tam'd the brinded lionnefs, 

And ſpotted mountain pard, but ſet at nought 

The frivolous bolt of Cupid; gods and men 
Fear'd her ſtern frown, and ſhe was queen o"th*woods, * 
What was the ſnaky headed Gorgon ſhield. Mts 5 4 
That wiſe Minerva wore, unconquer*d virgin; _ =» 
Wherewith ſhe freez'd her foes to congeal'd ſhone, 

But rigid looks of chaſte auſterity : 
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And abi grace that daſi d brute violence: 
With ſudden adoration, and blank awe ? 
80 dear to heav'n is faintly chaſtity, 
hat when a ſoul is found ſincerely ſo, 
A thouſand liveried angels lacky her, 
Priving far off each thing of fig and guilt, 
And in elear dream, and ſolemn viſion, 
Tell her of things that no groſs ear can hear, 
Till oft converſe with heav'nly habitants 
Begin to eaſt a beam on th' out ward ſhape,. 
+ "EA unpolluted temple of the mind, 
And turns it by degrees to the ſoul's eſſence, 
Till all be made immortal: but when luſt, 
By unchaſte looks, looſe geſtures, and foul talk, 
But moſt by lewd and laviſh act of ſin, 
Lets in defilement to the in ward parts, 
The ſoul grows elotted by contagion, 
Imbodies, and imbrutes, till ſhe quite loſe: 
| T he divine property oF her firſt being. 
Such are thoſe thick. and gloomy ſhadows damp. 
Oft ſeen in charnel vaults, and ſepulchres, Fa 
Lingring and fitting by a new- made grave, 
As loth to leave the body that it lov'd, 
And link'd itſelf by carnab ſenſuality 
To a degenerate and degraded ſtate. 
2 Bro. How charming is divine philoſophy! 
Not barſh, and crabbed, as dull fools TOs 
But muſical as is Apollo's lute, | _ 
And a perpetual feaſt of neQar'd ſweets. _ - 
Where nocrude ſurfeit reigns EId. Bro. Liſt, liſt, Thear 
some far off hollow break tbe ſilent air. 
2 Bro. Methought ſo too; what thould it be? 
Ed. Bro. For certain 
Either ſome one like us night ſinnder'd here, : 
Or elſe ſome neighbour woodman, or, at worſt; 
Some roving robber calling tò his fellows, 
2 Bro. Heav'n keep my filter. Agen, agen, and near ä 
Bcft draw, and ſtand * our guard, 


* 
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£14, Bro, I'll hollow; | 1 


It he be friendly he comes well z ; if not; 


Defence is a good cauſe, and heaven before N * 
The attendant ſpirit ; babited like a ſhepherd. J 


That hollow I ſhould know, what are you? ſpeak. 


Come not too near; you fall on iron ſtakes elſe; 
Spir. What voice is that, my young lord? ſpeak a gen 
2. Bro. O brother, tis my father's ſkepherd ſure. 
Eid. Bro. Thyrſis? whoſe: were ſtrains have w_ 
delay'd- 
The haddling brook to hear his madrigal,- 35 
And ſweeten d every muſkroſe of the dale. 3 
How cam'ſt thou here, good ſwain? hath any ram 
Slipt from the fold, or young kid loſt his dam 
Or ſtraggling wedder the pent flock forſoox? 4 
How could'ſt thou find this dark ſequeſter' d nook?” 
Spir. O my lov'd maſter's heir, and n. e | 
Fcame not here on ſuch a trivial toy 


As a ſtray d ewe; or to purſue the ſtealtn 
Of pilfering wolf; not all che fleecy wealth 


That doth enrich theſe downs, is worth a though? 
To this yfFerrand,' and the care it brought. . 
But, O my virgin ladys vrhere is ſhe? 
How chance ſhe is not in ysur company? | 
Eld. Bro: TotelFtheefadly-ſhephierd, without bumer 
or our neglect, we loſt her as we came: 
Spir- Ay me-unhappy'! then my fears are true, 
Eld. Bro; What fears, good: 80 pa crgcd 
ly ſhew; ACE 
1 Itell ye, tis not vain or Fabutvrs, 


2 (Though ſo eſteem'd by ſhallowi1gnorance) -. 
What the ſage poets, taught bythe heav'nly: an, © 
Story'd of old in high immortal verſe; 


Of dire Chimera's and inchanted iſles, 


And rifted rocks whoſe entrance leads to hell; : 


For ſuch there be, but unbelief is bin. 
Withigs the navel of this hide cue Won... 
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Immur'd in cypreſs ſhades a ſorcerer dwells, 
Of Bacchus and of Circe born, great Comus, 

Deep {&ill'd in all his mother's witcheries; 
And here to ev "ry thirſty wanderer, 

By fly enticement gives his baneful cup, 

With. many murmurs mixt, whoſe. pleaſing poiſon 
The viſage quite transforms of him that drinks 
And the inglorious likeneſs of a beaſt _ | | 
Fixes inſtead, unmoulding reaſon's mintage | 
Character'd in the face; this have I learn'd: | „ 
Tending my flocks hard by i' th' hilly crofts, f 
That brow this bottom glade, whence night by e ; 
He and his monſtrous rout are heard to howl ; 
Like ſtabl'd wolves, or tygers at their prey, # ( 
Doing abhored rites to Hecate £3 j 
In their obſcured haunts of inmoſt bowers. < : 

Yec have they many baits; and guileful ſpells- 

To inveigle and invite th' unwary ſenſe 

Of them that paſs unweeging by the way. 

This evening late by then the chewing flocks 

Had ta'en their ſupper on the ſavoury herb 

of knot · graſs de w · beſprent, and were in fold: 

I ſat me down to wateh upon a bank. 

With ivy. canopied and interwove 

With flaunting honey · ſuckle, and began 

Wrapt in a pleaſing fit of melancholy,, 

To meditate my rural. minſtrelſy,, _. N 

Till fancy. had her fill; but ere a, cloſe 

The. wonted roar, was: up amidſt the woods. 

And fill'd che air with barbarous diſſonance, 

At which I cea&d, and liſten'd them a while, 

Till an unuſual ſtop of ſudden ſilence 

Gave reſpite to the drawly frighted ſteeds 

That draw the litter of cloſe curtain'd ſleep... » 

At laſt a ſoft and ſolemn breathing ſound 195 

Roſe like a ſtream of rich diſtill'd perfumes, 

- And ſtole upon the air, that even ſilence 

Was took ere ſhe was ware, and wiſht ſhe might _- 
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Deny her nature, and be never more . | 
Still to be ſo diſplac'd. I was all ear, 
And took in ſtrains that might create a ſouk 
Under the. ribs of death: but O ere long, 
Too well I did perceive it was the voice 
Of my moſt honour'd lady, your dear ſiſter: 
Amaz d I ſtood, harrow'd with grief and fear, 
And O poor hapleſs nightingale thought ' | 
How ſweet thou ſing'ſt,, how near the deadly ſnare-t 
Then down the lawns Lran with headlong haſte 
Through paths and turnings oft'n trode by day, 
ght Fill guided by mine ear I found the place 
* Where that damn'd wiſard hid in fly diſguiſe, 
(For ſo by certain ſigns I knew) had met 
Already, ere my beſt ſpeed could prevent, 
The aidleſs innocent lady his wiſh'd prey, 
Who gently aſk'd if he had ſeen ſuch two, 
Suppoſing him ſome neighbour villager; 
Longer I durſt not ſtay, but ſoon I gueſs'd - 
Ye were the two ſhe. meant, with that I ſprung 
Into ſwift flight, till I had found you here. 
But further know I not. 2 Bro. O night and ſhades, 
How are ye join'd with hell in triple knot, 
Againſt th' unarm'd weakneſs of one virgin 
Alone, and helpleſs! is this the confidence 
You gave me, brother? Ela. . Les, and e 
r 5 
Lean on it ſafely, not a 7 ol" 
Shall be unſaid for me: againſt the threats 
Of malice or of ſorcery, or that power 
Which erring men call chance, this I hold "IO 
' Virtue may he aſſail d, but never hurt, © 
Surpriz'd by unjuſt force, but not inthrall/d;.* ©» > B 
Yea even that which miſchief meant moſt ham, g 


fk Shall in the happy trial prove moſt glory, 
But evil on itſelf ſhall back recoyl, e 
And mix no more with goodneſs, when at lar 
Gather d like ſcum, and ſettl'd to itſelf, 
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| ſhall be in eternal reſtleſs change 


Self. fed; and ſelf conſumd; if this fail 
Tue pillar'd firmament is rott nueſs, 


And earth's baſe built on ſtubble. But come lets on: 
Againſt th' oppoſing. will and arm of heavn - 


May never this: juſt ſword be liſted up, 


But for that damn'd magieian, let him de girt 
With all 'the grieily legions that troop 
Under the ſooty flag of Acheron, 


Harpyes and hydras, or all*the monſtrous kurs 


»Twixt Afriea and Inde, II find him out, 


And force him to reſtqre his purchaſe back, 


Or drag him by the euris, to a foal death, 
Curs'd as his liſe. 
Sir. Alas! good vent'rotts youth, | 
'Tlove thy courage yet, and bold empriſe; 
Bat here thy ſword can do thee little ſtead, 
Far other arms, and other weapons raft 8 
Be thoſe that-queltthe mighr of helfſh charms; 


He with his bare wund gan — thy Fre 


And crumble alt thy ſine ws. * 
Eu. Bro. Why prithee; ſhepherd, ” 
How durſt thou then thyſelf approach ſo near}. 


As to make this relatien? 


Spir; Care and utmoſt flifts- 
How to ſecure the tidy from ſurprifaf; 
Brought to my mind a-certain ſhepherd lady: 
Of ſmalk-regard to ſee to, yet welf fill 
In every virtuous plant and healing herb 


That ſpreads her verdant ſeaf to th" morning ra: 


He lov d me well, and oft would beg. me ſing, . 
Which when I did, he on the tender graſs 


Would fit, and hearken even to extaf = . 
And in-requital ope his leathern ſcrip - | 
And ſhew me ſimples of a thouſand: names; 


Telling their ſtrange and vigorons faculties;: 
Amongſt the reſt a ſmall unſightly root, 
But of divine effect, he culld me ouẽů; 


: 
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The leaf was darkiſh, and had prickles on it, 
But in another country, as he faid; | 


Bore a bright golden flower, but not in this foils. % 


Vaknown; and like eſteem'd, and the dull ſwain 
Treads on it daily with his clouted ſhoon, 

And yet more med'cinal is it: than that Moly 
That Hermes once to wiſe Ulyſſes gave; 


He call d it Hzmony, and gave it mm . 


And bad me keep it as of fov'reign uſe- 
Gainſt all inchantments, milde w, blaſt or e 
Or ghaltly furies apparition :- 

I purs'd it up, but little reck'ning mad 

Till now that this extremity compelbd. 

But now I find it true; for by this⸗ means 
Eknew the foul inchanter; though diſgnis'd, 
Enter'd the very lime twigs of his-ſpells, 

And yet came off: if. you have this about yon 
(As I will give you when we go) you may 
Boldly aſſault / the necromancer's hall; 

Where if he be, with dauntleſs hardihood; _ 
And brandiſht blade ruſh on him, break his glass, 
And ſhed the lnſcious liquor on the ground, 


But ſeize his wand, though he and his curſt crew. | 


Fierce ſign of battle make, and. menace. hi 
Or like the ſons of Vulcan: vomit ſmoak, 
Yet will they ſoon retire, if he but ſhrink, 


Eld. Bro. Thyrſis lead on a pace, Fllfollow thee, - 


And ſome- good ag * a hcl before: us. 
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alt 


manner of" deliciouſneſs : ſoſt muſic, tables ſpread 
with all dainties. Comm appears with his rabble, 
And the lady ſet in an enchanted chair, to «von he 


offers bis Haſs n which Gao yer * and goes about 


to riſe. 


Comus, Nay, lads. 1 ſit; ir 1 — _ this wand; | 


Tour aerv+s are all, chain'd up in alabaſter, 
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; And you a ſtatue, or as Daphne r 1 | . 
M oot bound, that fled Apollo. id | 
= La. Fool, do not boaſt, | 5 | | | 
'F | Thou canſt not touch the freedom of my wind 
| With all thy charms, although this corporal rind E 
? \ Thon haſt immanacl'd, while heav'n ſees good. x 


Co. Why are you vext, lady? why do you frown ? 
Here dwell no frowns, nor anger, from theſe gates. 8 
Sorrow flies far: ſee here be all the pleaſures- | | 
That fancy can beget on youthful thoughts, | | 
When the freſh blood grows lively, and returns ; 
Briſk as the April buds in primroſe ſeaſon. 
And firſt behold this cordial julip here : a 
That flames and dances in his cryſtal bounds \ 
With ſpirits of balm, and fragrant ſyrups mixt, 

Not that Nepentes which the wife of Thone;. | . 
In Egypt gave to Jove- born Helena, | L 


4 
Is of ſuch power to ſtir up joy as this, | 4 
To life ſo friendly, or ſo cool to thirſt. - . . 
Why ſhould. you be ſo crueb to yourſelf, | 


And to theſe dainty limbs which nature . 
For gentle uſage, and ſoft delicacy? , 
But you invert the cov'nants of her truſt, 
And harſhly. deal like an ill borrower | 
With that which you receiv'd on other terme, h 
Scorning the unexempt condition 
By which all mortal frailty muſt ſubſiſt, 
Refreſhment after toil, eaſe after pain; 
That have been tir'd all day without repaſt, 
And timely: reſt have wanted: but fair virgin 
This will reſtore all' ſoon. OG 
La. Twilb not, falſe traitor, 
T will not reſtore the truth and honeſty 
That thou baſt baniſht from thy tongue with n 
Was this the cottage, and the ſafe abode + | 
Thou told'ſt me of? what grim aſpects are theſe, , 
Theſe ugly-headed monſters? mercy guard me!” 


Hence with thy brew'd inchantments, foul deceiver, r 
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Haſt thou betray'd my credulous innocence © | 
With viſor'd falſhood, and baſe forgery, 
And would'ſt thou ſeek again to trap me here 
With lickeriſh baits fit to inſnare a brute ? 
Were it a draught for Juno when ſhe banquets, 
I would not taſte thy treaſonous offer; none , 
2 But ſuch as are good men can give good things, : 6 
And that which is not good, is not delicious W 
To a well-govern'd and wiſe appetite. | 
Co. O fooliſhneſs of men! that lend their ears 
To thoſe budge doctors of the Stoic furr, | 
And fetch their precepts from the Cynick tub, 
Praiſing the Jean and ſallow abſtinence. 
Wherefore did nature pour her bounties forth, 
With ſuch a full and unwithdrawing hand, | 
Covering the earth with odours, fruits, and flocks, 
Thronging the ſeas with ſpawn innumerable, 7 
But all to pleaſe, and ſate the curious taſte ? 
And ſet to work millions of ſpinning worms, 
That in their green ſhops weave the ſmooth hair'd file 
To deck her ſons, and that no corner might 
Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loins b 
She hatcht thy? all worſhipt ore, and precious gems *© 
To ſtore her children with; if all the world 


Should in a pet of temperance feed on pulſe, > 


Drink the clear ſtream, and nothing wear but frieze, 
THY all-giver. would be vathank't, would be unprais' > 
Not half his riches known, and yet deſpis'd, 
And we ſhould ſerve him as a grudging maſter, 
As a penurious niggard of his wealth, Rh; 
And live like nature's baſtards, not her ſons, - 
Who would be quite ſurcharg'd with her own N 
And ſtrangFd with her waſte'fertiliry : - 
The earth cumber'd, and the- 8 air darkꝰt with, 


nn plumes, -*- 

N The herds would over ajukitede their in 2. 
hy The ſea o'erfraught would ſwell, 24 thy unſorghs di- 
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World f ſo emblaze the forehead of the deep; 
And fo beſtud with ſtars, that they below 
Would grow inur'd to light, and come at laſt 


T0 gaze upon the ſun with ſhameleſs brows. 
Liſt lady, be not eoy, and be not coſen'd 


With that ſame vaunted name virginity,. - 


Beauty is nature's coin, muſt not be hoarded, 
Zut muſt be current, and the good thereof 
Conſiſts in mutual and partaken bliſs, | 
Vnſav'ry in th enjoyment of itſelf; 1 
If you let ſlip time, like a negledted roſe 
It withers on the ſtalk with languiſſi'd head. 


Beauty is nature's brag, and muſt be ſhown 

In courts, at feaſts, and high ſolemnities, 

2 moſt may wonder at the workmanſhip; 
It is for homely features to keep home, 


They had their name thence ; coarſe complexions: 


And cheeks of forry grain will ſerve to-ply 
The ſampler, and to.teaze the houfewife's wooll. 
What need a vermil - tinctur' d lip for that, 


Love darting eyes, or treſſes like the morn? 


There was another meaning in theſe gifts, 


Think what and be advis'd, you are but young yet. 


La. I had not thought to have unlockt my lips 


In this unhallow'd air, but that this Jugler, 
Would think to charm; my judgment, as mine eyes 


Obtruding falſe rules, prankt in reaſon's garb, 


hate when vice can bolt her arguments, 


And virtue has no tongue to check her pride- 
Impoſtor, do not charge moſt innocent nature, 


As if ſhe would her children ſhould be riotous 
WMWWith her abundance; ſhe good catereſs. 


Means her proviſion, only to the good 
That live according to her ſober laws, 

And holy dictate of ſpare temperance: 
If every juſt man now that pines- with want: 


Had but a moderate and beſeeming ſhare: 
ot that which lewdly-pamper'd luxury — 
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That hath fo well been taught her dazzling ſence, 
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Now heaps upon ſome few with vaſt exceſs, . 


Nature's full bleflings would be well dilpens' d, 


In unſuperfluous even proportion, | 

And ſhe no whit encumber'd with her Gore, 

And then the giver would be better thank'd, - 

His praiſe due paid; for ſwiniſh glutton 

Ne'er looks to heav'n amidſt his gorgeous feaſt, 

But with beſotted baſe ingratitude . -— 

Cramms, and blaſphemes his feeder. Shall 1 go 0 on? FF 

or have I ſaid enough? to him that dares 

Arm his prophane tongue with contemptuous Owe” 

Againſt the ſun-clad power of chaſtity, 

Fain would I ſomething ſay, yet to what end? 

Thou haſt nor ear, nor ſoul to apprehend 

The ſublime notion, and high myſtery ' 

That muſt be utter'd to unfold the fage ae 
And ſerious doctrine of virginity, Dee 2 = 
And thou art worthy that thou ſhould not know 

More happineſs than this thy preſent lot. 

Enjoy your dear wit, and gay rhetorick. 


Thou art not-fit to hear thyſelf convinc'd; 
Yet ſhould I try, the uncontrouled worth 
Of this pure cauſe would kindle my rapꝰd ſpirits. - 
To ſuch a flame of facred vehemence, * 
That dumb things would be mov'd te ſympathize, 
And the brute earth would lend her nerves, aud thake;. 
Till all thy magic ſtructures rear'd ſo high, 
Were ſhatter'd. into;heaps o'er thy falfe head, 

C. She fables not, I feel that ł do fear 
Her words. ſet off by ſome ſuperior power;  _ © | 
And though not mortal, yet a cold ſhudd' ring dew * 9 
Dips me all o'er, as when the wrath of Jove . — þ 
Speaks thunder, and the chains of Erebus +» 2 
To ſome of Saturn's crew, I muſt diſſemble, | 
And try her yet more ſtrongly. Come, no nerds. 
This is mere moral babble, and direct | 
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I muſt, not ſuffer this, yet tis but the lees : 
And ſettlings of a melancholy blood: 8 
But this will cure all ſtraight, one ſip of this 
Will bathe the drooping ſpirits in delight, 
bliſs of dreams. *Be wiſe, and taſte, —— 


The brothers rad in with ſwords 3 wwreſ? his 

glaſs out of bis hand, and break it againſt the ground; 

255 rout make fign of reſi, ſtance, but are all driven 
in; the attendant ſpirit comes in- 


_ Spir, What, have you let the falſe enchanter 'ſcape ? 
O ye miſtook ye ſhould have ſnatch'd his wand 
And bound him faſt, without his rod revers'd, 
And backward mutters of diſſevering power, 
We cannot free the lady that ſits here 
In ſtony fetters fixt, and motionleſs ; 
" Yet:ſtay, be not diſturb'd, now I bethink me, 
Some other means I have which may be us'd, 
Which once of Melibzus old I learnt, 
The ſbotheſt ſhepherd: that e er pip'd on plains. 
There is a gentle nymph not far from hence, 
That with moiſt curb ſways the ſmooth Severn ſtream, 
Sabrina is her name, a virgin pure; 
. © Whilom ſhe was the daughter of Locrine, 
That had the ſcepter from his father Brute. 
She guiltleſs damſel flying the mad purſuit- 
Of her enraged ſtepdame Guendolen, 
Commended her fair innocence to the flood 
That ſtay'd her flight with his croſs flowing courſe, 
The water nymphs that in the bottom play'd, 
Held up their pearled wriſts and took her i in, 
Bearing her ſtraight to aged Nereus's hall. 
| Who piteous of her woes, rear'd his lank head; ; 
And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 
In nectar'd lavers ſtrew'd with aſphodil, 
And through the porch. and inlet of each ſenſe. 
er in ambroſial oils till ſhe reviv 9 
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And underwent a quick immortal change, 
Made goddeſs of the river; ſtill ſhe retains 

Her maid'n gentleneſs, and oft at eve 

Viſits the herds along the twilight meadows, 
Helping all urchin bla, and ill luck ſigns 

That ſhrewd meddling elfe delights to make, 
Which ſhe with precious vio!'d liquors heals, + 
For which the ſhepherds at their feſtivals 
Carrol her goodneſs loud in ruſtick lays, 

And throw ſweet garland wreaths into her ſtream 
Of pancies, pinks and gaudy daffadils. 

And, as the old ſwain faid, ſhe can unlock 
The claſping charm, and thaw the numbing ſpell, 
If ſhe be right invok'd in warbled ſong, 

For maidenhood ſhe loves, and will be ſwift 

To aid a virgin, ſuch as was herſelf, 

In hard beſetting need; this will I try, 

And add the power of ſome adjuring verſe, 


S 
gabrina fair; N 
Liſten where thou art ſitting - 
Under the glaſſy, cool, tranſlucent wave, 
In twiſted braids of lillies knitting 
The looſe train of thy amber-dropping hair ; 
Liſten for dear honour's ſake, 
Goddeſs of the filver lake, . 
PETS > Liſten and ſave, | - 
Liſten and appear to us, 
In name of great Oceanus, 
By the earth ſhaking Neptune's mace, 
And Tethys's grave majeſtic pace, 


By hoary Nereus s wrinkled look, 


And the Carpathian wiſard's hook, 
By ſcaly Triton's winding ſhell, 
And old ſoothſaying Glaucus's ſpell, 
By Leucothea's lovely hands, 
And her ſon that rules the ſtrands, 
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By Thetis's tinſel flipper'd feet, 

And the ſongs of Sirens ſweet, 

By dead Parthenope's dear tomb, 

And fair Ligea's golden comb, 

Wherewith the fits on diamond rocks, 

Sleeking her ſoft alluring. locks, _ 

By all the nymphs that nightly dance 

Upon the ſtreams with wily glance, 

Riſe, riſe, and heave thy roſy head 

From thy coral pav'n bed, 

And bridle in thy headlong wave, 

Till thou our ſummons anſwer'd have. 
N Liſten and ſave. 


* 


Sabrina riſes, attended by water-nymphs, and ſings» , 


| By the ruſhy-fringed bank, 
Where grows the willow and the oſier dank, 
85 My ſliding chariot ſtays, 
"Thick ſet with agat, and the azure ſheen 
Of turkis blue, and emrauld green 
That in the channel ſtrays. 
Whilſt from off the waters fleet 
Thus I ſet my printleſs feet 
O'er the cowſlip's velvet head, 
That bends not as I tread; * 
_ Gentle ſwain at thy requeſt 3 
I am here. 


Spir. Goddeſs dear, — -* 
We implore thy powerful hand 

To undo the charmed band 
Of true virgin here diſtreſt, | 
Through the ſorce, and through the wile 
Of unbleſt inchanter vile. 

Sab. Shepherd, tis my office beſt 
To help inſnar'd chaſtity; | 
Brighteſt lady look on me, 
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Thus I ſprinkle on thy breaſt 


Smear'd with gums of glutinous heat 1 885 


Now the ſpell hath loſt his hold; 
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Drops that from my fountain pure, 
I have kept of precious cure, | 5 
Thrice upon thy finger's ti: A 
Thrice upon thy rubied lip, 
Next this marble venom'd ſeat 


I touch with chaſte palms moiſt and cold, 


And I muſt haſte ere morning Lowe 
To wait in Pc. clas 


Sabrina deſcends, and the lad riſes out of her feat ? 


Spir. Virgin daughter of Locrine, 
Sprung of old Anchiſes's line, 
May thy brimmed waves for this 


Their full tribute never miſs 


From a thouſand petty rills, „ $5... 


That tumble down the ſnowy hills: 


Summer drouth, or ſinged air 
Never ſcorch thy treſſes fair, 
Nor wet October's torrent flood 
Thy molten cryſtal fill with mud; 
May thy billows rowl aſhoar 


'The beryl, and the golden ore, 


May thy lofty head be crown'd. 

With many, a tower and terraſs round, 

And here and there thy banks upon 

With groves of myrrh and cinnamon. 
Come, lady, while hgay/n lends us grace, 


Let us fly this curſed place; 
-- Leſt the ſorcerer us intice 5 
. . 13 ; 2 a 

With ſome other new device. | ————_—— 


Not a waſte, or needleſs ſound - 
Till we come to holier ground. 

I ſhall be your faithful guide 
Through this gloomy covert wide, 


+ 
o F - » 

N 22 2 e A... 1 y 4 * 
— — — a R * ns 


888 ä 2 
* * 
* * 


R 7 
* 


_— - CoM s. 4 MAS R. 
And not many furlongs thencce 
Is your father's reſidence, | | 
Where this night are met in Rate 
Many a friend to'gratulate 
His wiſh'd preſence; and beſide 
All the fwains that there abide, 
With jigs and rural dance reſort, 
We ſhall catch them at their ſport, 
And our ſudden coming there 
Will double all their mirth and cheer ; 
Come let us haſte the ſtars grow high, 
But night ſits monarch yet in the mid ſky. 


The ſcene changes, preſenting Ludlow town, and the 
Preſident's caſtle, then come in country dancers, af- 
ter them the attendant ſpirit, with the two brothers 
and the lady. 

8 O. 
Shir. Back, ſhepherds, back, enough your play, 
Till next ſun ſhine holiday, 0 
Here be without duck, or nod, 
Other trippings to be trod 
Of lighter toes, and ſuch court guiſe 
As Mercury did firſt deviſe 
With the mincing Dryades 
On the lawns, and © on the leas. 


This ſecond ſong aro 55 to their 22 and mo- 
ther. 


* 


Noble lord and lady bright, 

I have brought you new delight, 

Here behold ſo goodly grown . 

Three fair branches of your own, 

Heav'n hath timely try'd their youth, 
Their faith, their patience, and their truth, 
And ſent them here through hard aſſays 
With a crown of deathleſs praiſe, 
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But far above in ſpangle | | 
. Celeſtial Cupid her fam'd ſon advanc'd,, _ 8 HER | 
Folds his dear Pſyche ſweet intranc'd, | | IRA 


r 


ee nn A MASK | | 
To triumph in victorious dangge 
*O'er ſenſual folly, and intemperance. 


"I 


The dances ended, the Jririhepihguizes, 


Spir. To the ocean now I fly, | | 
And thoſe happy elimes that lie 47 N 1 
Where day never fhuts bis eye, „ 
Vp in the broad fields of the ſky : 1 1 0 
There I fuck the liquid air FS "= | 
All amidſt the gardens fair 1 | 
Of Heſperus, and his daughters three 9 
That ſing about the golden tre: 

Along the criſped ſhades and bowers 

| Revels the ſpruce and.jocund ſpring, YL 
The graces, and the roſy boſom'd hours, | 

Thither all their bounties bring, | 
There eternal ſummer dwells, _ _ 1 5 


And weſt winds, with muſky wing 
About the cedar'n alleys'fling + £4 „ 5 | 
Nard, and Cafha's balmy p,, © „ 
Iris there with humid bow, _ 
Waters the odorous banks that blow „ 1 
Flowers of more mingled hue . 
Than her purfled ſcarf can ew, : 3 
And drenches with Elyſian dew -_ 
(Liſt mortals, if your ears be true) 
Beds of Hyacinth, and roſes | 4 
Where young Adonis oft repoſes, "350 0” b , 1 
Waring well of his deep wound EL 
In ſlumber ſoft, and on the ground 1 1 


Sadly ſits th' Aſſyrian eden r N 
een ; | : | 


— 


After her wandring labours long, | | [| 
Till free conſent. the gods among „ 4 
Make her his eternal bride, ET IE 1 
And from her fair unſpotted ſide 1 
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Two bliſsful twins are to be born, 
Youth and i joy; ſo Jove hath ſworn, 

But now my taſk is ſmoothly CME, 
1 can fly, or I can run 
Quickly to the green earth's end, 
Where the bow'd welkin flow doth bend, 


3 


And from thence can ſoar as ſoon 


To the corners of the moon. 
Mortals that would follow me, 
Love virtue, ſhe alone is free, 
She can teach you how to clime 
Higher than the ſphery chime; - 
Or if virtue feeble were, CN 
n a Jac ns would TY to her. 
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Cingite, ne vati noceat mala lingua futuro. 
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In this  Monady the Author woll 4 learned 
Friend unfortunately drowned in his paſſage 
from Cheſter on the Iriſh ſeas, 1637. And 
by occaſion foretells the ruin of our corrupted 
Clergy, then in 2 N 


E T once more, O ye latein and once more 
Ye myrtles brown, with ivy never ſear, 

I. come to-pluck your berries harſh and crude, 
And with forc'd fingers rude, 

Shatter your leaves before the mellowing year, 
Bitter conſtraint, and fad occaſion dear, 

Compells me to diſturb your ſeaſon due: 


For Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime, * ©. 


Young Lycidas, and hath not left his peer: 
Who would not ſing for Lycidas? he knew 
Himſelf to ſing, and build the lofty rhyme, . 
He muſt not flote-upon his watry bier 


Unwept, and welter to the parching wind, : 


Without the meed of ſome melodious tear; 
Begin then, ſiſters of the ſacred well, 
That from. beneath the ſeat of Jove doth ſpring, 
bin, and ſomewhat louder ſweep the. ſtring, | 
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Hence with denial vain, and coy excuſe, 

So may ſome gentle Muſe _ 

With lucky words. favour. my deſtin'd urn, - 

And as he paſſes turn, A 

And bid fair peace be to my ſable ſhroud. 

For we were nurs'd upon the ſelf fame hill, 

Fed the ſame flock, by fountain, ſhade, and rill. 
Together both, ere the high lawns appear'd: 

Under the opening eye-lids of the morn, 


We drove a-field and both together heard: 


What time the gray fly winds her- ſultry horn, 
Batt'ning our flocks. with the freſh dews of night, 


Olt till the ſtar that roſe, at evening, bright, 
Toward heav'n's deſcent had flop'd his weſtering wheel: 


Mean while the rural ditties were not mute, 
Temper'd to th' oaten flute, 

Rough Satyrs danc'd, and Fauns with cloven heel, 
From the glad ſound would not be abſent long, 
And old Damcotas loved to hear our ſong. 

But O the heavy change, now thou art gone, 
Now thou art-gone, and never muſt return ! 
Thee ſhepherd, thee the woods, and deſart caves. © 
With wild thyme and the gadding vine 0 een, 
And all their echoes mourn. 

The willows, and the hazel.copſes green, 

Shall now no more be ſeen, | 

Fanning their joyous leaves to thy ſoft layes. 
As killing as the canker to the roſe, 

Or taint worm to the weaning herds that graze, 


Or ftroſt to flowers, that their gay wardrobe wear, 
When firſt the white thorn blows; 
Such, Lycidas, thy loſs to ſhepherd's ear. 


Where were ye nymphs, when the remorſeleſs deep 
Clos'd o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidas? 
For neither were you playing on the ſteep, 


Where your old bards, the famous Druids, lies, 


Nor on the ſhaggy top of Mona high, 
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Nor yet where Deva ſpreads her yiked ſtream : I | 
Ah me, I fondly dream! | [ 4 
Had ye been there for what could 4. have done ? ? . 


What could the Muſe herſelf that Orpheus bore, 
The Muſe herſelf for her inchanting ſon 
Whom univerſal nature did lament, , | 
When by the rout that made the hideous roars. + 4 
His goary viſage down the ſtream was ſent, | 
Down the ſwift Hebrus to the Leſbian ſhore, 
Alas! what boots it with inceſſant care 
To tend the homely ſlighted ſhepherd's trade, 
And ſtrictly meditate the thankleſs Muſe:? 
Were it not better done, as others uſe, 
I: To ſport with Amaryllis- in the ſhade, 
Or with the tangles of Nezra's hair? 
Fame is: the ſpur that the clear ſpirit doth raiſe 
(That laſt infirmity of noble mind) 
To ſcorn delights, and live laborious days; E- _— Oo 
But the fair guerdon when we hope to find, | —_— 
And think to burſt out into a ſudden blaze, 
ö Comes the blind Fury with th' abhorred ſhears, 
3 And ſlits the chin hun life. But not the praiſe, 
Phœbus reply d, and touch'd my trembling: ears; 
Fame is no plant that grows on mortal 5 
Nor in the gliftering foil 
Set off to the world, nor in broad rumour lies, 
But lives and fpreads aloft by thoſe pure eyes, . -* 
And perfect witneſs of all judging Jove; © © - - 08 
As he pronounces laſtly. on each deed, . * 
Ot ſoa much fame in heav'n expect thy meed. 
O fountain Arethuſe, and thou honour'd flood, 
smooth ſliding Mincins, crown'd, with vocal reeds, 
p That rain I heard was of a higher mood: 
But now my oate proceeds, . 
And liſtens to the herald 'of the fea. 
That came in Neptune” 8 plea, | 
He aſk'd the waves, and aſk'd the felon winds _ 
What hard. miſhap hath doom'd this gentle ſwain ? 
G. 4. | 
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And iin guſt of rugged winds 
That blows from off each beaked-promontory : - 
They knew not of his ſtory, - | 
And ſage Hippotades their anſwer brings, LET 4c LS 
That not a blaſt was from his dungeon ſtray- d, 
The air was calm, and-on the level brine, 
Sleek Ranope with all her ſiſters play'd, 
It was that fatal and perfidious bark | 
Built in th* eclipſe, and rigg'd with curſes dark, | 
That ſunk ſo low that ſacred head of-thine. 

Next Camus, reverend Sire, went footing flow, 
His mantle hairy, and his bonnet-ſedge, 
Anwrought with figures dim, and on the edge, 
Eike to that ſanguine flower inſcrib'd with woe. 
Ah; who hath reft (quoth he) my n pledge? 
Laſt came, and laſt did go. | ! 
The pilot of the Galilean lake, 
Two maſſy keys he bore of metals twain, . 
| (The golden opes, the iron ſhuts amain) 
He ſhook his miter'd locks, and ſtern beſpake ;. 
How well could I have ſpar'd for thee, young a. 
Ano of ſuch as for their bellies ſake, 
Creep and intrude, and elimb into the fold? 
Of other care they little reck' ning make, 
Than how to ſcramble at the ſhearer's feaſt, 
And ſhpve away the-worthy bidden gueſt;. 
Blind mouths ! that ſcarce themſelves know how to hold 
A ſheep hook, or have learn'd; ought elſe the leaſt 
That to the faithful herdman's art belongs ! 
What recks it. them? what need they? they are ſped- 
And when they liſt, their lean and flaſhy ſongs 
Grate on their ſcrannel pipes of wretched ſtraw ; - 
The hungry ſhæep look up, and are not fed, 
But ſwoln with wind, and the rank miſt they. draw, 
Rot inwardly, and foul contagion ſpread: : 

eſides what the grim wolf with privy paw 


Daily davours apace, and nothing fed, 


1d: 


Stands ready to ſmite:once, and ſmite no more. * 


The tufted crow toe, and pale jeſſamine, 


And, O ye Dolphins, waft the-hapleſs youth. 
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But that two-handed engine at the door, * 


Return Alpheus the dread voice is paſt, 
That ſhrunk thy ſtreams; return Sicilian. Muſe, 
And call the vales, and bid them hither caſt 
Their bells and flourets of a thouſand hues. 
Ye valleys low where the mild whiſpers uſe; 9 
Of ſhades and. wanton winds, and guſhing brooks, . 
On whoſe freſh lap the ſwart ſtar ſparely looks, 
Throw hither all your- quaint enamel'd eyes, 
That on the green turf ſuck the honied ſhowers, . 
And purple all the ground with vernal flowers. 
Bring the rathe primroſe that forſaken dies, 
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The white pink, and the panſy freakt with jeat, | 
The glowing violet, | . 
The muſkroſe, and the well attir'd wood * | | : 
With cowſlips wan. that hang. the penſive head, 


And ev'ry flower. that fad embroidery wears: ol 


Bid Amaranthus all his beauty ſhed, _ 5 "jk 
And daffadilles fill their cups with tears, 1 a 
To ſtrew the laureat herſe where Lycid lies 5 
For ſo to interpoſe a little eaſe, 755 
Let our frail thoughts dally with falſe ſurmize. 

Ah me! whilſt thee the ſhores, and founding ſeas 

Waſh far away, where-e'er thy bones are burP d,. . 
Whether beyond the ſtormy Hebrides - | 
Where thou perhaps under the whelming tide: | 
viſit'ſt the bottom of the monſtrous world; =_ 
Or whether thou to our moiſt vows deny'd,.. 

Sleep'ſt by the fable of Bellerus.old, 

Where the great viſion of the guarded mount 

Looks toward Namancos and Bayona's hold; 1 
Looks home ward angel now, and melt with ruth: ; 0 
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Weep no more, woful ſhepherds, weep no more, 
For Lycidas, your ſorrow; is not dead; 
Sunk though he be beneath the wat'ry floar, , 
5 5 7 0 
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So ſinks the day: ſtar in the ocean bed, 

And yet anon repairs his drooping head, 

And tricks his beams, and with new ſpangled ore, 
Flames in the forehead of the morning ſky : | 
So Lycidas ſunk low, but mounted. high, 


Through the dear might of him that walk'd the waves. 


Where other groves, and other ſtreams along, 
With Nectar pure his oozy locks he. laves, 

And hears the-unexpreflive nuptial ſong, : 
In the bleſt kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
There entertain him all the ſaints above, 


In folemn troops, and ſwees ſocieties, 


That ſing, and ſmging in their glory move, 
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 
Now Lycidas the ſhepherds weep no more; 5 
Henceforth thou art.the genius.of the "= 
In thy large recompenſe, and ſhalt be good 
To all that wander in that perilous flood. 
Thus ſang the uncouth ſwain to the okes and rills, 
While the ſtill morn went out with ſandals gray, 


He touch'd the tender ſtops of various quills, 


With eager thought warbling.his Dorick lay: 


And now the ſun had ſtretch'd out all the hills, 


And now was dropt into the weltern bay: 
At laſt, he roſe, and twitch'd his mantle blue; . 


To motrow.to eld: . and Paſtures new. 
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ENCE loathed nde, | 152 
Of Cerberus, and blackeſt midnight 155 
Ih Stygian cave forlorn 
*Monglt horrid ſhapes, and ſhrieks; and hgh nun. 
Find out ſome uncouth cell, 
Where brooding darkneſs foreads his 1 win 83g, 
And the night raven ſings; 1 
There under Ebon ſhades,'and low-brow'd rocks, | 
As ragged as thy locks, 
In dark Cimmerian defart ever dwell; 
But come thou Goddeſs fair and free, 
In heav'n yclep'd Euphroſyne, 
And by men heart eafing mirth, . 
Whom lovely Venus at a birth: i 
With two ſiſter graces more * ooh 
To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore; #270 
Or whether (as ſome ſages ſing) 1 
The frolic wind that breathes the ſpring, | 
Zephyr with Aurora playing, 
As he met her once a maying, 
There on beds of violets blue, 
And freſh-blown roles waſh'd in dew, . 
Fild her with thee a daughter fair, 
So buckſome, blithe, and debonnair. 
Haſte thee nymph, and bring with thee 
Jeſt and youthful jollit , ä _—_ 
Quirks and cranks, and wanton 8 1 
Nods, and becks, and wreathed ſmiles, 
Such as hang on Hebe's cheek, 
And love co live 4 in dimple ſleek; 3 
| G 6. 
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1356 1 E Ms os. 
Sport that wrinkled care an TY 

And laughter. holding. both his ſides. 
Come, and trip it as you go 

On the light fantaſtic toe, 

And.in thy right band lead with thee . 
The mountain nymph, ſweet. liberty; 3 
And if I give thee honour due, | 
Mirth admit me of thy crew 

To live with her, and live with its 
In unreproved pleaſures free; 
Jo hear the lark begin his fight, 
And ſinging ſtartle the dull night, 
From his watch: tower in the ſkies, 
Till the dappled dawn doth riſe; 
Then, to come in ſpite of ſorrow, 
And at my window bid good morrow, . 
Through the ſweet briar, or the vine, N 
or the twiſted eglantine. 
While the cock with lively din 
Scatters the rear of darkneſs thin; 
And to the ſtack or the barn door, 
Stoutly rats his dames before, 

Oft liſt'ning how the hounds. and horn 
Chearly rouſe the flumbring morn, _ 
From the fide of ſome hoar hill, 
Through the high wood echoing ſhrill. 
Some time walking not unſc : 
By hedge-row elms, on hiltocs green. 

Right againſt the eaſtern gate, 

Where the great ſun begins his ſtate, 
Rob'd in flames, and amber light, 
The clouds in thouſand li veries dight. 
While the plowman near at hand, 
Whiſtles o'er the furrow'd land, 

And the milkmaid ſingeth blithe, 
And the mower whets his ſeythe, 

And every ſhepherd tells his tale 
Uer the hawthorn in the dale. 
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straight mine eye hath caught new pleaſures, * 

Whilſt the land{kip round it meaſures; | | 

Ruſſet lawns, and fallows gray, 

Where the nibbling flocks do ſtray, 

Mountains on whoſe barren breaſt 

The labouring clouds do often reſt, | 

Meadows trim with daiſies pide, 1 

Shallow brooks and rivers wide. | 

Towers and battlements it ſees _ 

Boſom'd high in tufted trees, 
Where perhaps ſome beauty lies, 
The Cynoſure of neighbouring eyes. 
Hard by a. cottage.chimney ſmoaks, Po 
From betwixt two aged oaks, WET” . Th 
Where Corydon and Thyrſis met, 

Are at their ſavoury dinner ſet 

Of. herbs, and other country meſſes, 

Which the neat-handed Phyllis dreſſes ; . 

And then in haſte her bower ſhe leaves, 

With Theſtylis to bind his ſheaves; 

Or if the ealier ſeaſon lead | 
To the tann'd haycock in the mead, 
Sometimes with ſecure delight 

The up land hamlets will invite, 

When the merry bells ring round, 

And the jocund rebecks ſound _ 
To many a youth, and many a maid, 

Dancing in the chequer'd ſnade; 

And young and old come forth to play, 

On a ſunſhine holy- day, 

Till the live-long day: light. fail, 
Then to the ſpicy nut- brown ale, 

With ſtories told of many a feat, 5 as 
How Fairy-Mab the junkets eat; | "= 2 
She was pincht, and pull'd, ſhe ſaid. CAS. 4 
And he by. friers lanthorn led; ry = 
Tells how the drudging goblin ſwet., „ 13 

To earn his cream bowl duly ſet, . f 
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When in one night, ere glimpſe of morn 
His ſhadowy: flail hath threfh'd the corn 
That ten day-labourers could not end, 


Then lies him down the lubber fiend : 


And ſtretch'd out all the chimney's length, 
Baſks at the fire his hairy ſtrength; 


And crop full out of doors he flings, 3 


Ere the firſt cock his mattin rings. 
Thus done the tales; to bed they creep, 
By whiſpering winds ſoon lull'd afféep. 


Tow'red cities pleaſe us then, 


And the buſy humm of men, | 
Where throngs-of knights and barons bold, 
In weeds of peace high triumphs hold, 


With ſtore of ladies, whoſe bright eyes 


Rain influence, and judge the prize 

of wit or arms, while both contend 

To win her grace, whom alt commend. 
There let Hymen oft appear 

In ſaffron robe, with taper clear; 

And pomp, and feaſt, and revelry, 
With maſk, and antique pageantry, 
Such fights as youthful poets dream 
On ſummer eves by haunted ſtream, . 
Then to the well- trod ſtage anon, 

If Johnſon's learned ſock be on, 


Or ſweeteſt Shakeſpear, fancy's child, 
Warble his native wood-notes wild, 


And ever againſt eating cares, 
Lap me in ſoft Lydian airs, 


Married to immortal verſe- 


Such as the meeting ſoul may pierce: 

In notes with many a winding bout 

Of linked ſweetneſs long drawn out, 
With wanton head, and giddy cunning, 


The melting voice through mazes running; 


Untwiſted all the chains that tie 
The hidden ſoul of harmony: 
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That Orpheus's ſelf may heave his head. * 
From golden ſlumber on à bed 
Of heapt Elyſian flowers, and hear 
Such ſtrains as would have won the ear 
Of Pluto, to have quite ſet free | 
His half-regain'd Eurydice. FP 
Theſe delights, if thou. canſt gives. | 
Mirth, with. thee I mean to. live. 


1 PE NS'ERO80, 


ENCE vain deluding joys, "Mi 
The brood of folly without father | een! 

How little you beſted, 

Or fill the fixed mind with all your toys; 3 
Dwell in ſome idle brain, 
And fancies fond with gaudy ſhapes poſſeſs, 
As thick and numberleſs 

As the gay motes that people the ſun- beams, 
Or likeſt hovering dreams, 

The fickle penfioners of Morpheus train. 
But hail thou Goddeſs, ſage and boly,., 
Hail divineſt, Melancholy, 
Whoſe ſaintly viſage is too bright 
To hit the ſenſe of human fight; 3 Pp 
And therefore to our weaker view, 
- O'erlaid with black, ſtaid wiſdom's hue. 
Black, but ſuch as in eſteem, 
Prince Memnon's ſiſter might beſeem, 
Or that ſtarr'd Ethiope queen that ſtrove. Ef ag” 
To ſet her beauties praiſe above 
The ſea nymphs and their powers offended, 
Yet thou art higher far deſcended, 
The bright hair'd Veſta. long of yore 
70 — Saturn bore; | 


1 POE MS on; 
His daughter ſhe (in Saturn's reign, 
Such: mixture was not held a ſtain) + 
Oft in glimmering bowers, and glades 
He met her, and in ſecret ſhades 
Of woody Ida's inmoſt grove, 

While yet there was no fear of Jove. 
Come penſive nun, devout and pure, 
Sober, ſtedfaſt and demure, 

All in a robe of darkeſt grain, 
Flowing with majeſtic trafjn, 

And ſable.ſtole of cypreſs lawn, 

Over thy decent ſhoulders drawn. 
Come, but keep thy wonted ſtate, 
With ev'n ſtep, and muſing gate, 85 
And looks commencing with the ſkies, 
Thy rapt ſoul ſitting in thine eyes: 
There held in holy paſſion ſtill, 

Forget thyſelf to marble, till 

With a ſad leaden downward caſt, 
Thou fix them on. the earth as faſt ; 


And join with thee calm peace and. "ix. So 


Spare faſt, that oft with Gads.doth diet, 

And hears the Muſes in a ring, 

Ay round about Jove's altar fing. 

And add to theſe retired Leiſure, - 

That in trim gardens takes his pleaſure; - 

|  Bpt firſt, and chiefeſt, with thee. bring, 
Him that yon' ſoars on golden wing, 

Guiding the; fiery wheeled throne, _ 

The.Cherub Contemplation, 

And the mute ſilence hiſt along, : 

*Lefſt Philomel will deign a ſong, 

In her ſweeteſt, ſaddeſt plight, 

Smoothing the rugged braw.of night, | 

While Cynthia checks her dragon yoke, , 

Gently o'er the accuſtom'd oak; 


Sweet bird that ſhinn'ſt the — of folly,. | 


Moſt muſical, * melanchaly! 5 


38 SEVERAL OCCAStHONS. 161 
Thee chauntreſs of the woods among, 

t; woo to hear thy even ſong ;- 

And miſſing thee, I walk unſeen. 

On the dry ſmooth-ſhaven green, 
To behold the wandring moon, 

Riding nigh her higheſt noon, | 

Like one that had been led aſtray g 
Through the: heav'n's wide pathleſs way: 37 

And oft as if her head ſhe bow'd, 
Stooping through a fleecy cloud. 
Oft on a plat. of riſing ground, 
I: hear the far-off Curfeu ſaund,. 
Over ſome wide water'd ſhoar, 

Swinging ſlow with ſullen roar; . 

Or if the air will not permit, 

Some ſtill removed place will fit. 
Where glowing embers through the room: 

Teach light to counterfeit a gloom, 
Far from all reſort of mirth, R 
Save the cricket on the hearth, 13 

Or the bell man's drowſy charm, 2 
To bleſs the doors from nightly harm: 
or let my lamp at midnight hour, 
- Be ſeen in ſome high lonely tow'r, 
Where I may oft outwatch the Bear, 
With thrice great Hermes, or unſphere.. 
The ſpirit of Plato, to unfold 

What worlds, or what vaſt regions hold 
Th' immortal mind that hath forſook - 
Her manſion in this fleſhly nook : 
And of thoſe Dzmons that are found 

In fire, air, flood, or under ground, 
Whoſe power hath a true conſent. 1 
With planet, or with element. — 2 
Sometimes let gorgeous tragedy. | | 
In ſcepter'd pal] come ſweeping by, 
Preſenting Thebes, or Pelops? line, 
r the tale of Troy ige, 
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or what (though rare) of later age, 
Ennobl'd hath the buſkin'd ſtage, 4 
But, O fad virgin, that thy power 
Might raiſe Muſzus from his bower; 
Or bid the ſoul of Orpheus ſing 
Such notes as warbled to the ſtring; 
Drew iron tears down Pluto's cheek, 


And made hell grant what love did ſeek. 


Or call up him that left half-told _ 

The ſtory of Cambuſean bold, 

Of Camball, and of Algarſife, 

And who Irad Canace to wife, 

That own'd that virtuous ring and glafs,. 
And of the wondrous horſe of braſs, 

On which the Tartar king did ride; 

And if ought elſe, great-bards beſide; 


nn ſage and ſolemn tunes have fung, 


Of turneys and of trophies hung; 

Of foreſts and inchantments drear, - 

Where more is meant than meets the ear;. 

Thus night oft ſee me in thy pale career, 
Till civil-ſuited morn appear. 

Not trickt and flounc't as the was wont. 

With the Attic boy to hunt, 

But cherchef*t. ĩ in a comely cloud, 

While rocking winds are piping loud, 

Or uſher'd with a ſhower ſtil}, 

When the guſt hath blown his fill, 

Ending on the ruſling leaves, - 

With minute drops from off the eaves.. 

And when the ſun begins to fling 

His flaring beams, me Goddeſs bring. 

To arched walks of twilight groves 

And ſhadows brown that Sylvan loves 


Ol pine, or monumental oak, 


Where the rude ax with heaved ſtroke, . 
Was never heard the nymphs to daunt, 


Or fright them from their hallow'd haunt. 
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| There i in cloſe covert by ſome brook, 

Where no profaner eye may look, 
ide me from day's gairiſh eye, 
While the bee with honied thie, 
That at her flow' ry work _— ling, 
And the waters murmuring | 
With ſuch conſort as. they 4 1 
Entice the dewy+feather'd fleep;, | 
And let ſome ſtrange myſterious 8 
Wave at his wings in airy ſtream 

Of lively portraiture diſplay'd, 
Softly on my eye · lids laid. 
And as I wake ſweet muſic breath 

Above, about, or underneath, 
Sent by ſome ſpirit to mortals good, 
Or th' unſeen genius of the wood, © 
But let my due feet never fail | 
To walk the ſtudious cloyſters pale; 
And love the high embowed roof, 
With. antic pillars maſſy proof, 
And ſtoried windows richly dight- 

Caſting a dim religious light. | 

There let the pealing organ blow, 

To the full voiced quire below, 
In ſervice-high, and anthems clear, 

As may with ſweetneſs, through mine e ear. 
Diſſolve me into extaſies, 
And bring all heav'n before mine eyes. 

And may at laſt my weary age 
Find out the peaceful hermitage, 
The hairy gown and moſſy cell, 

Where I may fit and rightly ſpell 
Of ev'ry ſtar that heav'n doth ſhew, | 
And ev'ry herb that lips the dew; Tk 
Till old experience do attain N 
To ſomething like prophetic ſtrain. 

Theſe pleaſures, Melancholy, give: 

And I with thee will chooſe to live. 
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O OK nymphs, and ſhepherds look, 
What ſudden blaze of majeſty 

Is that which we from hence deſery, 
Too divine to be miſtook: | 5 

This, this is ſhe | | | 
To whom our vows and wiſhes bend, 
Here our folemn ſearch hath end, 
Fame that her high worth to raiſe, . 
Seem'd erſt ſo laviſh and profuſe, , 
We may juſtly now accuſe | 
Of detraction from her praiſe; . 

Leſs than half we find expreſt, 

Envy bid conceal the reſt. 
Mark ,what radiant ſtate ſhe ſpreads,” 
In circle round her ſhining throne, 
Shooting her beams like ſilver threads: 8 
This, this is ſhe alone, 

sitting like a goddeſs bright, 

In the center of her light. 
Might ſbe the wiſe Latona be, '# 
Or the tow'red Cybele, _ bo 
Mother of a hundred Gods; 
Juno dares not give her Güde 


To further this night's glad ſolemnity; 
And lead ye where ye may more near behold 


Which I full oft amidſt theſe ſhades alone 


Of this fair wood, and live in oak'n bow'r, 
With ringlets quaint, and wanton windings wove. 


Of noi ſome winds, and blaſting vapours chill. ; 
And from the bonghs bruſh off the evil dew, 7 


or what the croſs dire looking planet ſmites, * 


When ew ning gray doth riſe, I fetch my round 
Over the mount; and all the hallow'd ground, 


S1 vA Oe 0 n 3. YT; 
Who had thought this clime had held i 
A oY ſo nn, e 


A. they come forward, the Genius of the Mood we 71 
5 and turning toward them, Speaks. 


Cen. Tay gentle ſwains, for though i in this Iiſguiſe, 
| Eſee bright honour ſparkle through your eyes, 
Of famous Arcady ye are, and ſprung | 

Of that renowned flood ſo often ſung, 

Divine Alpheus, who by ſecret ſluce, 

Stole under ſeas to meet his Arethuſe; 

And ye the breathing roſes of the wood, 

Fair ſilver buſkin'd nymphs as great and good, 

J know this queſt of yours, and free intent 
Was all in honour and devotion meant» 
To the great miſtreſs of yon.princely ſhrine, 
Whom with low reverence-I adore as mine, 

And with all helpful ſervice will comply 


What ſhallow-ſearching Fame hath left untold; 


Have ſat to wonder at, and gaze upon: 
For know by lot from Jove I am the pow'r 


To nurſe the ſaplings tall, and curl the grove 


And all my plants I fave from nightly ill, 


NY 
And heal the harms of thwarting thunder blue, 
Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites. -- - - 


And early ere the odorous breath of. morn 
Awakes the ſlumbring leaves, or taſſeld horn 


% * 
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Shakes the high thicket, haſſe I all about, 
Number my-ranks, and viſit every ſprout 

"With puiſſant words, and murmurs made to bleſs: 
"But elſe in deep of night, when drowſineſs 

Hath lockt np mortal ſenſe, then liſten 1 

To the celeſtial Sirens harmony, 

That ſit upon the nine enfolded ſpheres, 


And ſing to thoſe that hold the vital ſhears, f Tho 
And turn the adamantine ſpindle round, | 1 
On which the fate of gods and men is Soul. . pros 
such ſweet compulſion doth in muſic lie, Brin 
To lull the daughters of Neceflity, KL WM Her 
And keep unſteddy nature to her law, | To 


And the low world in meaſur'd motion draw 
After the heav'nly tune, which none can hear 
Of human mould with groſs unpurged ear; 
And yet ſuch mufic worthieſt were to blaze 
The peerleſs height of her immortal praiſe, 
"Whoſe luſtre leads us, and for her moſt fit, 

If my inferior hand or voice could hit 
Inimitable founds : yet as we go, 

 Whate'er the {kill of leſſer gods can ſhow, f 
J will aſſay her worth to celebrate, 

And ſo attend ye toward her glittering ſtate; 
Where ye may all that are of noble tem 
Approach, and kiſs her ſacred veſture's hem. 


II. 8 © N 6. 
O the ſmooth enamel'd green, 
| Where no print of ſtep hath been, 
Follow me as I ſing, 
5 And touch the warbled fring, 
Under the ſhady roof 
Of branching elm ſtar-proof, 
Follow me, 
I will bring you where ſhe ſits, 
Clad in ſplendor as befits 
Her Deity. 
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Zuch a 8 queen 
All Arcadia hath not ſeen. 
II. 8 ON 6. 

YMPHS and ſhepherds dance no more 
By ſandy Ladon's lillied banks, ; 
On old Lyczus or Cyllene hoar, / 

Trip.no more in twilight ranks, 
Though Erymanth your loſs deplore, 

| A better ſoil ſhall give you thanks. 

From the ſtony Mœnalus, | | x 
Bring your flocks, and live with us, TS, 2 
Here ye ſhall have greater grace, 1 
To ſerve the lady of this place. 

Though Syrinx your Panꝭs miſtreſs were, 

Vet Syrinx well might wait on her. 


Such a rural queen | 
All Arcadia hath not ſeen. 


he e- - 22 ; 
ON THE New 
M O R N I 'N a ” 4 
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CHRIST: NATIVITY, 


J. | 
HIS is the month, and this he happy morn > 
Wherein the ſon ef heav'n's eternal King, 

Of wedded maid, and virgin mother born, 

Our great redemption from above did bring; I 
For ſo the holy Sages once did fing, | 


* 
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That our deadly forfeit ſhould releaſe, 


And with his father work us a perpetual peace. 


II. 


That glorious form, that light anffiratie, 


And that far beaming blaze of majeſty, 
Wherewith he wont at heav'n's high council tabs 
To fit the midſt bf trinal unity, 


He laid aſide; and here with us to be, 


Forſook the courts of everlaſting day, 


And choſe with us a darkſome houſe of mortal clay. 


III. 
Say FL. 997 Muſe, ſhall not thy . vein, 
Afford a preſent to the infant God? 
Haſt thou no verſe, no hymn, or ſolemn ſtrain, 
To welcome him to this his new abode, 
Now while the heav'n by the ſun's team untrod, 
Hath took no print of the approaching light, 
And all the ſpangled hoſt keep watch in ſquadrons 
3 bright: 


— 


See how from far upon the eaſtern rode 


The ſtar · led wi ſards haſte with odours ſweet; - 


O run, prevent them with thy humble ode, 


And lay it lowly at his bleſſed feet; 
Have thou the honour firſt, thy Lord to greet, 


And join thy voice uato the angel quire, | 
From out his ſacred. altar toucht with hallow'd fire. 


F 


The HYMN. 


"SET I. 
T was the winter wild, 
While the heav'n- born child 
All meanly wrapt in the rude wanger 8 
Nature in awe to him | | 
Had doff d her gaudy trim, 
With her "ou maſter ſo to Fmpathine3 


— 


le 


lay. 


ö 


drons 


| fire. 
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| No war or battle's ſound. 
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It was no ſeaſon then for her 5 | 
To wanton with the ſun her luſty paramour, 

It, | 
Only with ſpeeches fair 
She woos the gentle air, 

To hide her guilty front with innocent ſaow, 
And on her naked thame, 
Pollute with ſinful blame, 

The faintly veil of maiden white to throw, 
Confounded, that her maker's eyes 
Should look fo near upon her foul deformities, 

III. 

But he her fears to ceaſe, 


Sent down the meek ey d peace; 
She crown'd with olive green, came ſoftly fliding 


Down through the turning Dams 8 
His ready harbinger, 


With turtle wing the amorous clouds dividing; 
And waving wide her myrtle wand, 
She ſtrikes an univerſal peace through ſea and land. 
. , 


Was heard the world around, 

The idle ſpear and ſhield were high up hung, 
The hooked chariot ſtood 
Unſtain'd with hoſtile blood. 

The trumpet ſpake not to the armed throng, 
And kings ſat ſtill with. awful eye, 
As if they ſurely r their ſovꝰ reign Lord was by. 

V. 


But peaceful was the night, 


Wherein the prince of light 1 
His reign of peace upon the * began: 

The winds with wonder whiſt, | | 

Smoothly the waters kiſt, 


 _ Whiſpering new joys to the mild ocean, 


Who now hath quite forgot to rave, 


While birds of calm ſit brooding on the charmed wave. 
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The ſtars: with deep amaze 
Stand fixt in ſtedfaſt gaze, 
Bending one way their precious influence; 
And will not take their flight, 
For all the morning light, 
Or Lucifer that often warn'd them thence ; - 
But in their glimmering orbs did glow, 
| Cage their Lord himſelf r and bid them 80. 
VII. 
And though the ſhady gloom 


Had giv'n day her room, 1 


The ſun himſelf withheld his wonted ſpeed, 
And hid his head for ſhame, 


As his inferior flame 


The new-etilightned world no more ſhould need; 
He ſaw a greater ſun appear | 


Than his bright throne, or burning axletree could bear. 


_——. 
The ſhepherds on the lawn, | 
Or ere the point of dawn, 
Sat fimply chatting in a ruſtic row; 
Full little thought they then, 
| That the mighty Pan 
Was kindly come to live with 3 below: 
Perhaps their loves, or elſe their ſheep, 
Was all that did their ſilly thoughts ſo buſy keep. 
IX. 5 
When ſuch muſic ſweet 
Their hearts and ears did greet, 
As never was by mortal finger ſtrook, 
Divinely warbl'd voice 
Anſwering the ſtringed noiſe, 4 
All their ſouls in bliſsful rapture took: 
The air ſuch pleaſure loth to loſe, 


With thouſand echoes Kill eg. each heav'nly 


Cloſe, 


” 
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Nature that heard fuch found _ 74 
Beneath the hollow round AER: 
Of Cyathia's ſeat, the airy region thrilling, 
Now was almoſt won 
To think her part was done, f | 
And that her reign had here its laſt falfilling ; b 
She knew ſuch harmony alone 


* Could hold all heav'n and earth in happier uafony : 
5 "WF | 
At laſt ſurrounds their fight 5 
A globe of circular light, 
That with long beams the fhame · fac'd night ar- 
| ray'd; | 
| The helmed cherubim FY 
ed; And ſworded ſeraphim, TY | 
Are ſeen in glitt'ring ranks with wings diſplay'd, 
bear. Harping in loud and ſolemn quire, 
With unexpreflive notes to heav'n's new- born heir. 
XII. 
Such muſic (as ?tis ſaid) 7 
Before was never made, 
But when of old the ſons of morning ſung, 
While the Creator great 
His conſtellations ſet, | ' 
And the well ballanc'd world one hinges hung, 
=P And caſt the dark foundations deep, 
And bid the we! tring waves their 00zy changel how. 
\ - XU, - 
Ring out ye chryſtal ſpheres, , : 
Once bleſs our human ears, 
(If ye have power to touch our ſenſes lo) 
And let your filver chime 4 *Þ 
Move in melodious time; 1 
: And let the baſe of heay? n's deep. organ blow, 
eav*nly 


And with her ninefold harmony 4 
Make up full conſort to th* angelic ſymphony. 
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For if ſuch holy ſong 
Enwrap our fancy long, 

Time will run back, and fetch the . of 10a, 
And ſpeckl'd vanity 
Will ſicken ſoon and die, | 

And leprous fin will melt from earthly mould, 
And hell itſelf will paſs away, 
And leave her dolorous manſion to the peering day. 
XV. 
- Fea truth and jultice then 
Will down return to men, 

Orbꝰ d in a rainbow, and like glories wearing :; 
Mercy will fit between, | 
Thron'd in celeſtial ſheen, 

With radiant feet the tiſſued clouds down ſteering, 
And heav'n as at ſome feſtival, 
hos, open wide the gates of her high 2 85 hall. 

XVI. 

But wiſeſt fate ſays no, 
This muſt not yet be ſo, 

The babe lies yet in ſmiling infaney, 
That on the bitter croſs 5 
Muſt redeem our loſs; 

So both himſelf and us to glorify : 
' Yet firſt to thoſe ychain'd in ſleep, . 


The wakeful trump of doom muſt thunder —_— 


the deep. 

| XVll. | 95 
With ſuch a horrid clang | 
As on mount Sinai rang, 


While the red fire, and ſmouldring clouds outbrake 2 


The aged earth aghaſt, 
With terror of that blaſt, 

Shall from the ſurface of the center ſhake ; 
When at the world's laſt ſeſſion, | 


The dreadful Judge in middle air ſhall ſpread his 


throne. 


ing, 


ike 2 


id his 
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XVIII. f 
And then at laſt our bliſs 
Full and perfect is, 
But now begins; for from this 3 day 
Th' old dragon under ground 
It ſtraiter limits bound, | 
Not half ſo far caſts his uſurped ſway, 
And wroth to ſee his kingdom fail, 
Swinges the ſcaly horror of his foulded tail. 
XIX, 
The 3 are dumb, 
No voice or hideous humm 
Runs through the arched roof in words deceiving, 
Apollo from his ſhrine 
Can no more divine, 
With hollow ſhriek the deep Delphos leaving. 
No nightly trance, or breathed ſpell, 


A. 


Inſpires the pale-ey'd prieft from the prophetic. celk 


. 

The lonely mountains o'er 
And the reſounding ſhore, - 

A voice of weeping heard, and 15 lament; : 
From haunted ſpring, and dale, 
Edg'd with poplar pale, | 

The parting genius is with ſighing ſent ; 
With flow'r-invown treſſes torn | 
The nymphs in twilight ade of. ages thickets 

' | mourn, 


* 


W rendes earth, 
And on the holy hearth, | 
The Lares and Lemures moan with midnight plaint; 


In urns and altars round, 


A drear and dying ſound | An 
Aﬀrights the Flamins at their ſervice quaint; | 
And the chill marble ſeems to ſweat, 


While each porutar power _—_— his wonted feat, 


X H 3 


* 


And fallen Moloch fed, 


"hae feels from Judah” s land | 1 der 8 — i 
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XXII, h 

Peor and Baalim | | 6s So w! 
Forſake their temples dim, | Curt: 

With that twice batter'd god of Palgſtine,. Pi 
And mooned Aſhtaroth, | F 
Heav'n's queen and her both, N T ro 
Now ſits not girt with tapers holy ſnine, E: 
The Lybic Hammon ſhrinks his horn; And 


In vain, the Tyrian maids their wounded Thammuz Fly 


mourn. 
XXIII. 


Hath left in ſhadows dread _ 

His burning idol all of blackeſt hue; 
In vain with cymbals ring, 
They call the grifly king, 

In diſmal dance about the furnace blue; 
The brutiſh gods of Nile as faſt, | 
Lis and Orus, * the dog Anubis, haſte, 

| AI 
Nor is Oſiris ſeen 
In Memphian grove or green, 
Trampling the unſhow'r'd gra wick wings loud; 
Nor can he be at reſt 


Within his · facred cheſt, | 
Naught but profoundeſt hell ks hisfhroud;. 


In vain with timbrel'd anthems dark 


The fable- ſtoled ſorcerers bear his worlhippttark,. 2 
EFFECT ²⁵ ge tn 


The dreaded infant's hand, 5 
| Theraysof Bethlehem bind a dn e703 | Ef 
-Not all the gods beſide, - | 
Longer dare abide, 
Not eb ebene weine: 
Our babe to ſhew his Godhead'true, 5 
an n the damm'd crew. 


Hath fixt her poliſh'd car, 
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XXVI. , 

So when the ſun in bed, 
Curtain'd with eloudy red, | 

Pillows his chin upon an orient wave, 
The flocking ſhadows pale, 
Troop to th' infernal jail, 

Each fetter'd ghoſt ſlips to his ſeveral grave, 
And the yellow-ſkirted Fayes | 
Fly after the night leeds, leaving their n moon · loꝰd 

Maze. 


XXVII. 
But ſee che virgin bleſt 


Hath laid her babe to reſt, 


Time is our tedious ſong ſhould here have ending: 
Heav'n's youngeſt teemed ſtar 


Her ſleeping Lord with handmaid lamp attending: 
And all about the courtly ſtable, 


Bright-harneſt angels fit in order ſerviceable. | 


XS BESS ASANS; SOLD 
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| lmao Stacie 17. 4 . 
ore, Death of a fair Infant; a , i of hi, 
e. ee, 
? A 1. | 


Faireſt flower. go ſooner alas but blaſted, 3 
ES Soft filken primroſe fading timeleſly, -- 5 : FN 


_ Summer's chief honour, ifithou hadſt out-laked PF. ; 
Bleak winter's forte that made thy -blofſom-dryz 
For he being amorous on chat lovely dye 


That did thy cheek envermil, thought to FR" >= ; 
But kilP Agen and then bewailid his fatal bliſs. | 
II. 


For 3 4 his eee 


6 
H 4 
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He thought it toucht his Deity full near, 
If likewiſe he ſome fair one wedded not, 


Thereby to wipe away the infamous blot Ol 
Of long uncoupled bed, and childleſs eld, * 
Which mongſt the wanton go a foul reproach Was, T 
OG. 9 O 

ur. | 
So mounting up in icy- pearled car, A 


" Throvgh middle empire of the freezing air, 

He wander'd long, till thee he ſpy'd from far, O 
There ended was his queſt," there ceaſt his care. | F 
Down he deſcended from his. ſnow-ſoft chair, A 

But all vnawares with his cold kind embrace Q 

Unhous'd thy * ſoul from her fair biding place. C 


IV. 
vet art thou not inglorious i in thy fate; "PEW 1 
For ſo Apollo, with unweeting hand, 
Whillom did flay his dearly-loved mate, 0 
Young Hyacinth. born on Eurota's ſtrand, \ 
_ Young Hyacinth the pride of Spartan land; f 
But then transform'd him to a purple lower, | 
| — that ſo to 0 thee winter bad no pay 4 
V, 


Yet can I not perſuade me thou art _ | 
Or that thy corſe corrupts in earth's dark womb, 
Or that thy beauties lie in wormy bed, 
Hid from the world in a low delv'd tomb; 
1 Could heav'n for pity thee ſo ſtrictly doom? 
* | 0h no! for ſomething in thy face did ſhine 
0 . Above e that ſhewꝰd thou we divine. 
v1.4 1 VI. 
Refoleds rae- INE a ſoul molt heady: bleſ; 
(If fo it be that thou theſe plaints doſt hear) 
Tell me bright ſpirit where-e'er thou hovereſt, 
Whether above the high firſt- moving ſphere,. 
Or in the Elyſian fields (if ſuch there were) 
O fay me true, if thou wert mortal wight, 
Aud. why from us ſo quickly thou didſt take thy flight. 


h was. 


Ce, * 
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Wert thou Son ſtar which from the ruin'd 6607 
Of ſhak'd Olympus by miſchance did fall; 
Which careful Jove in nature's trge behoof 5 
Took up, and in fit place did reinſtalt? _ 
Or did of late earth's ſons beſiege the wall 

Of ſheenie heav'n, and thou ſome goddeſs fled 


Amongſt us here below to hide thy nectar d heads. _ I 


VIII. 
or wert thou that juſt maid who once before 
Forſook the hated earth, O tell me ſooth, 
And cam'ſt again to viſit us once more? 
Or wert thou that ſweet ſmiling youth? 
Or that crown'd matron ſage white rob'd Truth? 
Or any other of that heav'nly brood 


Let down in cloudy throne to do the world ſome good? 


| IX.. 
or vert thou of the golden winged hoff, 
Who having elad thyſelf in human weed, 
To earth · from thy prefixed ſeat didſt poſt, 
And after ſhort abode fly back with ſpeed, 5 
As if to ſhew what creatures hea wn doth breed, 
Thereby to ſet the hearts of men on fire 
To ſcorn the ſordid world, and unto . n aſpire. 
X. 
But oh wh didſt chew not day! here below | 


To bleſs us with thy heav'n-lov'd innocence, 


To flake his wrath whom fin hath made our foe,. 
To turn ſwift-ruſhing black. perdition hence, 
Or drive away the flaughtering peſtilence, 

To ſtand 'twixt us and our deſerved ſmart ? 


| But thou'canſt beſt perform that office where thou art, 


ee "I 
Then thou the mother of ſo ſweet a child 


0, — 


Her falſe imagin'd loſs ceaſe to lament, 


And wiſely learn to curb thy ſorrows wild; :. 


Think what a preſent thou to God haſt "TY 
| And render him with patience what he lent:: 


** 


1 
! 
4 
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5 
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bis if thou do, he wilkan offspring give; 

Thats till-the 9 laſt end 2 make thy name to- 
. | — | . 
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Abe Btatis 19. At 4 E atation'E be the Col. 


lege, part: Latin, part Engliſh, The. Latin ſpeeches- 
ended, the 2 hut 2 


FAIL native language, wa by fines weak | 
Didſt move my firſt endeavouring tongue to ſpeak, 
And tad'ſt imperfect words with childiſh trips, 
Half unpronounc'd ſhde through my infant lips, 
Driving dumib filence from the portal door, 
Where he had mutely ſat two years before: 
Here I-falnte thee, and thy pardon aſk, 
That now l'uſe thee in my-latter-taſk-: | 
Small loſs it is that thence can come unto thee, 
I know my tongue but little grace can do thee: 
.T hou neetl'ſt not be ambitious to be firſt, 
Believe me 1 have thither packt the worſt: 
And, iF-it happen as I-did forecaſt, 
The daintieft diſhes ſhall be ſerv'd up laſt - 
1 pray thee then deny me not thy aid 
For this fame ſmall neglect:that I have made: 
But haſte thee ſtraight to do me once a pleaſure, 
And from thy. wardrobe bring thy chiefeſt treaſures 
Not thoſe new fan gled toys, and trimmings-ſlight;. 
Which take our late fantaſtics with delight; 
But cull thoſe richeſt robes, and gayeſt attire, 
Which deepeſt ſpirits and choiceſt wits deſires: 
I have ſome naked thoughts that rove about, 
And loudly knock to have their paſſage out; . 
And weary of their place do only ſtay 
- + Tilt thou haſt deck d them in thy RY 


RY 
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That ſo they may without ſuſpect or fears 
me to- Vly ſwiftly to this fair afſembly's ears: 
N Yet Thad rather, if I were to chuſe, 
hy ſervice in ſome graver ſubject uſe, | 
| Such as may make-thee ſearch' thy coffers round;. 
PF I pefore thou clothe my fancy in fit ſound : 
Such where the deep tranſported mind may ſoar 
Col. Above the wheeling poles, and at heav'n's door 
eeches- Look in, and ſee each bfsful Deity | | 
How he before the thunderous throne doth lie, 
Eiſtening to what unſnorn Apollo ſings 
- | To the touch of golden wires, white Hebe brings 
peak, Immortal nectar to her kingly Sire: 

5 Then paſſing through the ſpheres of watchful fire, 
And miſty regions of wide air next under, - 
And hills of ſnow and lofts of piled thunder, | 
May tell at length how green-ey'diNeptune raves, 
In heavin's defiance muſtring all his waves; 

Then ſing of ſecret things that came to paſs 
When beldam Nature in her cradle was; 
And laſt of kings and queens and heroes old, 
Such as the wiſe Demodocus once told 

In ſolemn ſongs at King Aleinous' feaſt, 

While ſad Ulyſſes ſoul and all the reſt: 

Are held with his melodious harmony 
In willing chains and ſweet captivitx. 

But fy, my wandring muſe, how thou doſt ſtray 

Expectance- calls thee now another way, 
Thou know'ſt ĩt muſt be now thy only bent 
res To keep in compaſs of thy prædicament: 
ts. Then quick about thy purpos'd buſineſs come, 
Phat to the n * my rom. 


* 
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* * 


Then Ens i is repreſented as cakes 2 the ow, 
his ten Sons, whereof the Eldeſt flaod for Subſtance. 
2 his , which Ens, i Bu, Jpeaking, explains. 


00D lack befriend thee, "ap for at thy birth 
The fairy ladies dane d upon the hearth; 
Thy drowſy nurſe hath ſworn ſhe did them py. 
Come tripping to the room where thou didſt lie; 
And ſweetly ſinging round about thy bed, 
Stre w all their bleſſings on thy ſleeping head. 
She heard them give thee this, that thou ſhouldſt ſtilk 
From eyes of mortals walk inviſible: 
vet there is ſomething that doth force my fear, "IT 
For once it was my. diſmal hap to hear 
A Sybil old, bow: bent with crooked age, 
That far events full wiſely could preſage, 
And in time's long and dark proſpective glaſs- 
Foreſaw what future days ſhould bring to paſs; 
Your ſon, ſaid ſhe, (nor ean you it prevent) 
Shalt ſubje& be to many an accident; 
Oier all his brethren he ſhall reign as king, 
Yet every one ſhall make him underling; 
And thoſe that cannot live from him aſunder, 
Ungratefully ſhall ttrive to keep him under: 
In worth and excellence he ſhall out- go them, 
Yet being above them, he ſhall be below them; 
From others he ſhall ſtand in need of nothing, 
vet on his brothers ſhall depend for clothin 8. 
To find a foe it ſhall not- be his hap, 
And peace ſhall lull him in her flow'ry lap: 
Vet ſhall he live in ſtrife, and at his door 
Devouring war ſhall never ceaſe to roar: 2. 
Vea it ſhall be his natural property 
To harbour thoſe that are at enmity. 
What power, what force, what mighty ſpell, if not 
Your learned hands, can looſe his gordian knot? 
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The nexi Saat and Quality Fr in Proſe, then 
Relation was called by his, name. 


IVERS ariſe; whether heck 1 the ſon 
Of utmoſt Td. or Qoſe, or gulphy Dun, 
Or Trent, who like ſome earth-born giant ſpreads: 
His thirty arms along the indented meads, 
Or ſullen Mole that runneth underneath, 
or Severn ſwift, guilty of maiden's death, 
Or rocky Avon, or of ſedgy Lee, 


or coaly Tine, or antient hallow'd Dee, 


or Humber loud that keeps the Scythians name, 
Or Medway, ſmooth, or royal tow'red Thame. 


The reſt was. p roſe. 
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The PASSION. 


8 I. | 
ARE while of muſic, and ethereal mirth, 
Wherewith the tage of air and earth 
And joyous news of heav*nly-infant's birth, 
My Muſe with angels did divide to. ſing; 
But headlong joy is ever on the wing, . 
In wintey ſolſtice like the ſhorten'd light, 
Soon ſwallow'd up in dark and long out- living night; 
n 


For now to ſorrow muſt 1 tune my ſongs. 
And ſet, my; barp.ta notes of ſaddeſt wo, 
Which on our deareſt Eord did ſeize ere long, 


Dangers; and ſnares, and wrongs, and worſe than OY 


Which he for us did-freely undergo, 
Moſt perfect Heroe, try'd in heavieſt plight- 
of labours huge and hard; tog hard for human-wight; 


. 
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He Tov'reigin prieſt ſtooping his hoe head 
That dropt with odorous oil don his fair eyes; 
Poor fleſhly tabernacle entered, 
His ſtarry front low rooft beneath the ſkies; 
O whata'maſkiwas there, what a diſguiſe! _ 
Vet more; the ſtroke of death he muſt abide, - 
Then lies him meekly down faſt by his brethrens fide;. 


22 


Theſe latter ſeenes confine my roving verſe, 
To this horizon is my Phœbus bound; 
His godlike acts, and his temptations Verte, | 
And former ſufferings, otherwhere are found; 
Loud o'erithe reſt Cremonaꝰs trump doth ſound: 

Me fofter airs befit, and ſofter ſtriggss 

Of lute, or viol ſtill more apt for mournful things: 
Y . 
Befriend me, night, belt ene er grief 
Over the pole thy thickeſt mantle throw, 
And work my flattet'd faney to belief, 
That heav'n and earth are colour d with my wo; 
My ſorrows are too dark for day to know: | 
The leaves ſhould all be black whereon J write, 


"Ii Andiletters where my tears have waſht awannifh white. 


WI. | 
See, the charint, and thoſe ruſhing wheels 
That-whirPd the:prophet up at Chebar flood; 
My ſpirit ſome tranſporting Cherub feels, 
To bear me where the towers of Salem ſteod, 
Once glorious towers, now ſunk in guiltleſs blood; 
There doth my ſoul in holy viſion fit 
In penſive trance, and anguifh, and eoltatie fic. 
VII. 
Mine eye hath found that fad:ſepulthiral rock 
That was the caſket of heav'n's richeſt ſtore, 
And here though grief my feeble hands:up-loek;,. 
Yet on the ſoften'd-quarry would I ſcore 
vey plaining verſe as lively as — 


LL We OE OT EY 


1 
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For ſure ſo well inſtructed are my tears, 1 


That they would fitly fall in order'd characters. 


III. 
Or ſhould I thence hurried on viewleſs wing, 
Take up a weeping on the mountains wild, 


The gentle neighbourhood of grove and ſpring: 


Would ſoon unboſom all their echoes mild, 
And 1 (for grief ĩs eaſily beguil'd) 

Might chink th' infection of my. ſorrows loud, 
Had got a race of mourners on ſome pregnant cloud. 


This Subject the Author fading to bc above de peur 
he had, when: be wrote it, and nothing ſati qed 
"with what was begun, left it unfiniſhed. 


LY, envious Time, till thou run out try races 
Call on the lazy leaden- ſtepping hours, 
Whoſe ſpeed is but the heavy plummet's pace; 
And Slut thyſelf with what thy womb devours,. 


Which is no more than what is: — vain, 


Aud merely mortal droſs; 

So little is our loſs,. 

So little is thy gain. a 

Kor when as each thing bad thou haſentomb's, 
And laſt of all thy greedy ſelf conſum'd, 

Then long eternity ſhall greet our bliſs. 
With an individual Kiis; 5 
And joy ſhall overtake us-as a flood; 

When every thing that: is fincerely good; eG 
And perfectly divine, # 


With:truth, and peace, and love ſhaltever ſhine - 
About the ſupreme throne 


Of him © whoſe happy making ſight alone, 


When once our heav'nly - guided foul ſhall clime, 


r 
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Then all this earthly groſſneſs quit, 
Attir'd with ſtars we ſhall for ever ſit, 


Triumphing over death, and chance, and thee, 0 


Time. 


Upon the CIRC UMCISION. 


* E flaming powers, and winged warriors bright 
That erſt with muſic, and triumphant ſong, 


Fieſt heard: by happy watchful ſhepherd's ear, 
80 ſweetly ſung your joy the clouds along 
Through the ſoft ſilence of the liſt'ning night; 


Now mourn, and if ſad ſhare with us to bear 
Your fiery eſſence can diſtil no tear, 


Burn in your ſighs, and borrow 


Seas wept from our deep ſorrow : 


He who with all heav'n's heraldry whilear 
Enter*d the world, now bleeds to give us eaſe; 
Alas, how ſoon our fin 

Sore doth. begin 

His infancy. to ſeize 

O more exceeding love or law more juſt ? 
Juſt law indeed, but more exceeding love !. 
For we by rightful doom remedileſs 
Were loſt in death, till he that dwelt above. 


High thron'd in ſeeret bliſs, for us frail duft. 


Emptied his glory, even to nakedneſs; 


And that great cov'nant which we « fill CEE: 


Intirely ſatisfy'd, 


And the full wrath beſide 


Of vengeful jyſtice bore for our exceſs, 


And ſeals obedience firſt with wounding ſmart,. 
This day; but O ere long 


Huge pangs and ſtrong 


Will . more near his heart, 
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At a ſolemn MUSIC. 


LES T pair of sirens, 1 of heav'n's joy 
sphere · born harmonious ſiſters, Voice and Verſe, 
Wed your divine ſounds, and mixt power employ 
Dead things with imbreath'd ſenſe able to pierce, 
And to our high-rais'd phantaſy preſent 
That undiſturbed ſong of pure eontent, 
Ay ſung before the ſapphire-colour'd throne 
To him that fits thereon 
With ſaintly ſhout, and ſolemn jubilee, 
Where the bright ſeraphim in burning row 
Their loud uplifted angel trumpets blow, 
And the cherubic hoſt in thouſand quires, 85 
Touch their immortal harps of golden wires, 
With thoſe juſt ſpirits that wear victorious palms, 


Hymns devout and holy pſalms 


Sing everlaſtingly; 


That we on earth with undiſcording voice 


May rightly anſwer that melodious noiſe;z, - 
As once we did, till diſproportion'd fin 


Jarr'd againſt nature's chime, and with harſh din 


Broke the fair muſic that all creatures made 


To their great Lord, whoſe love their motion fear . 


In perfect diapaſon, whilſt they ſtoodd oY 

In firſt obedience, and their ſtate of good. 

O may we ſoon again rene w that ſong, 

And keep in tune with heav'n, till God ere long 

To his celeſtial conſort us unite, * 


To live with him, and Ang! in endleſs morn of light.” | 


POEMS om 


M archionefs of Wincheſter. 


HIS rich marble doth enterr 
The honour'd wife of Wincheſter, 
A Viſcount's daughter, an Earl's heir, 
Beſides what her virtues fair v 
Added to her noble birth, 
More than ſhe could own from earth. 
Summers three times eight ſave one 
She had told, alas too ſoon, 
After ſo ſhort time of breath, 
To houſe with darkneſs, and with death. 
Yet had the number of her days | 
Been as complete as her praiſe, 
Nature and fate had had no ſtrife 
In giving limit to her life. 
Mer high birth, and her graces e * 
Quickly ſound a lover meet; 
= "Ee virgin-gquire'for her regueſt 
The God that ſits at marriage feaſt; 
He at their invoking came, 5 
But with a ſcarce well lighted flame; 
And in his garland as he ſtood, 
ve might diſcern a cypreſs bud. 
Once had the early matrons rug. 
To greet her of a lovely ſon, 
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And now with ſecond hope ſhe goes, 
And calls Lucina to her throws; 
But whether by miſchance or blame 
Atropos or Lucina came; 
And with remorſeleſs cruelty 
Spoil'd at once both fruit and tree: 

The hapleſs babe before his. birth 
Had hurial, yet not laid in earth, 

And the languiſh'd mother's womb. 
Was not long a living tomb, 

So have | ſeen ſome tender flip 
Sav'd with care from winter's nip, 
The pride of her carnation train, 

_ Pluck'd up by ſome unheedy ſwain, 
Who only thought to crop the flow'r- 
Now ſhot up from vernal ſhow'r ; 

But the fair bloſſom hangs the head. 
Sideways, as on a dying bed, 
And choſe pearls of dew ſhe wears, 
Prove to be preſaging tears 
Which the ſad morn had let fall 

On her haſt'ning funeral. 
Gentle lady may thy grave 
Peace and quiet ever have; 
After this. day travel ſore _ 
| Sweet reſt ſeize thee evermore, 
That to give the world inereaſe, 


Shortned has thy own life's e 


Here, beſides the ſorrowing . 

That thy noble houſe doth. bring. 

Here be tears of perfect moan 

Wept for thee in Helicon, 

And ſome flowers, and ſome bays, 
For thy herſe, to ſtrew the ways, 

sent thee from the banks of. Came, 

Devoted to thy virtuous name: 


Whilſt thou, bright ſaint, high fit't in gl 


Next her much like to thee in ſtory, 
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That fair Syrian ſhepherdeſs, 
Who after years of barrenneſs, 
The highly - favour'd Joſeph bore 
To him that ſerv'd for her before: 
And at her next birth, much like thee, 
Through pangs fled to felicity, | 
Far within the boſom bright 
Of blazing majeſty and light. 
There with thee, new welcome ſaint, 
Like fortunes may her ſoul acquaint; 
With thee there clad in radiant ſheen, 
No Marchioneſs, but now a Queen, 


8s ON G. On May morning. 


Tow the bright morning ſtar, day's harbinger, 


1 Comes dancing from the eaſt, and leads with her 
The flow'ry May, who from her green lap throws 
The yellow cowſlip, and the pale primroſe. - 
Hail bounteous May. that doſt inſpire 

Mirth and youth and warm deſire, 

Woods and groves are of thy drefling, 
Hill and dale doth boaſt thy bleſſing ; 
Thus we ſalute thee with our early ſong, 
And welcome thee, and wiſh thee long. 


» 
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The labour of an age in piled ſtones, 


What need'ſt thou ſuch weak witneſs of thy name $. 


Haſt built thyſelf a live- long monument. 


Doſt make us marble with too much conceiving; 


On the Univerſity- Carrier, who ſicken'd in 


* 
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On SHAKESPEAR, 1630. 


HAT needs my Shakeſpear, for his honour'd | 
bones, 


Or that his hallow'd reliques ſhould be hid 
Under a ſtar-ypointed pyramid ? 
Dear ſon of memory, great heir of fame, 


Thou in our wonder and aſtoniſhment 


For whilſt to the ſhame of low-endeavouring art 
Thy eaſy numbers flow, and that each heart 
Hath from the leaves of thy unvalu'd book, 
Thoſe Delphick lines with deep impreſſion took, 
Then thou our fancy of itſelf bereaving, 


And ſo ſepulcher'd in ſuch pomp doſ lie, 
That kings for ſuch a tomb would with to die. 


the time of his yacancy, being forbid to go 
to London, by reaſon of the plague. 


ER E lies old Hobſon, death hath broke his girt, 
And here, alas ! hath laid him in the dirt: 
Or elſe the ways being foul, twenty to one 
He's here ſtuck in a ſlough, and overthrown. © 
T was ſuch a ſhifter, that if truth were known, | 
Death was half glad when he had got him down ; ; ; 
For he had any time this ten years full, 


D with him twixt Cambridge and the Bull, 
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And ſurely death could never have . 
Had not his weekly courſe of carriage fail'd; 
But lately finding him ſo long at home, | 
And thinking now his journey's end was come, 
And that he had ta'en up his lateſt inn, 
In ͤ the kind office of a chamberlin 
Shew'd him his room where he muſt lodge that night, 
Pull'd off his boots, and took away the light. 
If any aſk for him, it ſhall be ſaid, 
Hobſon has ſupt, and's newly gone to bed, 


ODS SHINS NSN ne c 


Another on the ſame, 


ERE lieth one wh did moſt truly prove 
That he could never die while he could move: 
So hung his deſtiny, never to rot 
"While he might ſtill jog on and keep his trot, 
Made of ſphere- metal, never to decay 
Until his revolution was at ſtay. 
Time numbers motion, yet (without a crime 
Gainſt old truth) motion number'd out his time: 
And like an engine mov'd with wheel and weight, 
His principles being ceaſt, he ended ſtraight. 
Reſt, that gives all men life, gave him his death, 
And too much breathing put him out of enen ; 
Nor were it contradiction to affirm, 
Too long vacation haſten'd on his term: 
Meerly to drive the time away, he ſicken'd, 
Fainted, and died, nor would with ale be quicken'd ; 
Nay, quoth he, on his ſwooning bed out · ſtretch' d, 
If I may'nt carry, ſure II ne'er be fetch'd, 
But vow, thongh the croſs doors all ſtood hearers, = | 
For one carrier put down to make ſix bearers. | 
Eaſe was his chief diſeaſe; and to judge right, 
He dy'd for heavineſs that his cart went light: 
His leiſure told him that his time was come, 


And lack of load, made his life burdenſome, 


zur, 
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That even to his laſt breath (there be that ſay 't) 

As he were preſt to death, he cry'd more weight; 
But had his doings laſted as they were, cheat 
He had been an immortal carrier, 

Obedient to the moon he ſpent his date 

In courſe reciprocal, and had his fate 

Link'd to the mutual flowing of the ſeas, 

Yet (ſtrange to think) his wain was his increaſe : 


' His letters are deliver'd all and gone, 


Only remains this ſuperſcription. 
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On the new Forcers of Conſcience under the 
Long Parliament. 


Ecauſe you have thrown off your prelate Lord, 
And with tiff vows renounc'd his liturgy, 
To ſeize the widow'd whore plurality 
From them whoſe ſin ye envy'd, not abhorr'd, 
Dare ye for this adjure the civil ſword ” 


Io force our conſciences that Chriſt ſet free, 


And ride us with a claſſic Hierarchy 
Taught ye by meer 4. S. and Rotherford ? 

Men whoſe life, learning, faith, and pure intent 
Would have been had in high eſteem with Paul, 
Muſt now be nam'd and printed hereticks, 

By ſhallow Edwards and Scots what - d'ye - call: 

But we do hope to find out all your tricks, 
Your pom and packing worſe than thoſe of Trent, 
That fo the parliament 
May with theie wholſome and preventive ſhears 


Clip your phylacteries, though back your ears, © 


And ſuccour our juſt fears: 
When they ſhall read this clearly in your charge, 
New Prater is but O4 HA. writ large. 
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Foratius ex Pyrrhe illecebris tanquam e nau- 


fragio enataverat, cujus amore © irretitos, af» 
fir mat eſſe miſe tos. 


Q Is multa Gael te puer in roſa 


perfuſus liquidis urget odoribus, 
Grato, Pyrrha, ſub antro ? 
Cui flavam religas comam 


Simplex munditiis ? hen quoties fidem 


Mutatoſque deos flebis, et aſpera 
Nigris æquora ventis 
Emirabitur inſolens, 

Qui nunc te fruitur credulus aurea : 


Qui ſemper vacuam, ſemper amabilem 


Sperat, neſcius auræ | 
Fallacis, Miſeri, quibus : 
Intentata nites, me tabula ſacer EM 
Votiva paries indicat uvida | 
Suſpendiſſe potenti 
Veſtimenta maris Deo, 


My 
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The Fifth O D E of Horace, Lib” * 


Rendered almoſt Word for Word without 
Rime, according to the Latin meaſure, as 
near a the Jaoguage | will Hermit. 


HAT FUG +. youth, bedew?d with lignid: odours 
Courts thee on roſes in ſome pleaſant cave 
Pyrrha, for whom bindꝰſt thou r - 
In Wr 55 r = OT FLOOR 


plain i in ha legs 2.0 2 oft; hal 
On faith and changed Gods complain; and feas 
Rough with, black winds and lorms cy 


_ Unwonted ſhall adcgive: TAY: * 3 
Who now enjoys thee oradulows all geld. 
Who always vacant, always amiable 
Hopes thee; of flattering gales 5 
Unmindful. a they V 


| 


To whom thou untry'd ſeem'h fair. Mei in my ow 
Picture the ſacred wall declares t- * e | 
My dank and drooping weeds . 
To the ſtern God of fea, 


&Y 


3 


— 


ou n; 


* n n 
: * 


: 454 


DECREES SEE 


ee chat "AY yon blogmy ws 173 
Warbl'ſt at eve, when all the woods are ſtill, 
Thou with freſh hope the lover's heart doſt fili, 
While the jolly hours lead on propitious May. 
es that cloſe the eye of day, 
Firſt heard before the ſhallow cuccoo's bill 
Portend ſucceſs in love; O, if Jove's will 
Have link'd that amortilipower to thy ſoft lay, 
Now timely ſing, ere the rude bird of hate 
Foretell my hapleſs doom in ſome grove ny ; 3 
As thou from year to year haſt ſung too — 
For my relief; yet hadſt no reaſon why, 


Whether the Muſe, or Love call thee his mate, 


Both them L ſerve, and of their train mR 


keel keokeke be. van bal. 
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Donna leggiadra il cui bel nome * | 
I herboſa val di Rheno, e il nobil vareo, 
Bene e colui d' ogni valore ſeareo 
Qual tuo ſpirto gentil non innamora, 
Che dolcemente moſtra ſi di fſuora 
De {vi atti ſoavi giamai parco,  —* 
E i don', che ſon d amor ſaette ed arco, 
La onde l' alta tua virtu s infiora, _ 


. 


Se 


# 8 Bic; oc oO by _ . Yi * "i 
bi 2 tu vaga parli, o lieta canti n 
b Che mover poſſa duro alpeſtre legno, | 
<4 & - Guardi ciaſcun a gli occhi, ed a gli o 2 F 2 | 
wh =o 1 entrata, chi di te ſi truova indegno; 8 f 
Gratia ſola di ſu gli vaglia, jnanti 


Che”l diſio amorolo al cuor s eser, 


00090000800000000008000 
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Qual i in colle aſpro, al imbrunir di hen | 
L'avezza giovinetta paſtorella | 


MH Va bagnando l' herbetta ſtrana e bella | ; 

ill, Che mal fi ſpande a diſuſata ſpera 8 

5 | Fuor di fua natia alma primavera, | * * 

May. Cofi Amor meco inſu la lingua ſnella ee © vs 
Deſta il fior novo di ſtrania favella, =: : 


Mentre 19 di te, vezzoſamente Altera, 
EY Canto dal mio buon popol, non inteſo 
lay, E'l bel Tamigi cangio col bel Arno. 
| Amor lo volſe, ed io a Paltrui, peſo * 
3525 Seppi,ch* Amor coſa mai volſe indarno#.. 
* 5 'Deh! foſs' il mio cuor lento e' duro ſeno a 
A chi pianta dal ciel ſi buon terreno. 
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\ Idonk Aa e Nen 3 3 ey 
M' 6 man l attorno, e perche erm — 
Pere tu ſcrivi in lingua ignota e ſtrana "A 
Ver ſeggiando d amor, e come t? oli? wh 3 
| Dinne, ſe la tua ſpeme ſia mai vana Im 
8 E de penſieri lo miglior t' arrivi; n 
15 Coſi mi van burlando, r + : ; 
8 Altri lidi t aſpettan, at altre onde ane OE... 
* Nelle cui verdi ſponde aa  NRF2.—-d 


7 Be * 
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Spußkatz ad hor, a BS ala tua 9 1 
L' immortal guiderdon d'eterne frondi : 
15 „ alle ſpalle tue foverchia foma ? - 
1 Canzon dirotti, e tu per me riſpondi 5 tg 
Dice mia Donna, el ſuo dir, e il mio cuore | 
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"© Qveſta e jog. di cvi K. amore 
þ . weer ee eee * 
it | 4 4 
ji 14 1 E * 5 ' * 0 N N E T . * | : G 
| if Diodati, e tel e con maraviglia, | 
| 15 Quel ritroſo io ch amor ſpreggiar ſolea 
_—_ E de ſuoi lacci ſpeſſo mi ridea L 
fl =. _ Gia caddi, ow'huom dabben talhor s impigha, 
is of | Ne treccie d'ore, ne guancia vermiglia 
WR 1 M'abbaglian fi, ma ſotto nova idea 
n Pellegrina bellezza che'l cuor be, T 
= Portamenti alti honeſti, e nelle ciglia D 
1 n ſereno fulgor d' amabil nero, ; 
parole adorne di lingua piu d'una, E 
1 l | E'l cantar che di mezzo l' hemiſpero oe Lal 
1 Traviar ben puo la faticoſa Luna, 2 0 
__  - 2 . degli occhi ſuoi auventa fi gran fuoco 
—_ = (pe Ls incerar gli orecchi mi fia poco. 
_ Cc 
os eee 
. AIAN. > 
. | 1 | per . bei voſtr' occhi, Bonns mia . | > | 11 
. Eſſer non puo che non ian lo mio ſole 
r Si mi percuoton forte, come ei ſuole n 
e © - +. Pet barene di Libia chi s invja a, * x 
3 | | 7 8 un caldo vapor (ne ſenti 50 r 
i i Da quel lato fi ſpinge ove mi duole, 8 Pe 
i; | 5 - Che force amanti nelle lor parle | 
|} | j IN . Chiaman ſoſpir ; 3 10 non ſo che fi ia: 9 Y 3 T 
1 , | 8 | ms” | 8 
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W scoſſo mi il petto, e poi n'uſcende poco 

1 Quivi d' attorno o s' "agghiaccia, o s' ingiela; 8 
4 Ma quanto a gli occhi giunge a trovar loco 

Tutte le notti a me ſuol far piovoſe . RE 

PFinche mia Alba 8 N di roſe. 
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Giovane piano, e ſemplicetto amante _ 
Poi che fuggir me ſteffo in dubbio ſony, 
Madona a voi del mio cuor VP humil dono © © * 
Faro divoto; io certq à prove tante 
L' hebbi fedele, intrepido, coſtante, | 1 
De penſieri leggiadro, accorto, e buono; 
. Quando rugge il gran mondo, e ſcocca il tuono. 
S8' arma di ſe, e d' intero diamante, 8 
Tanto del forfe} e d' invidian ſicursg 
Di timori, e ſperanze al popol uſe e 
| Quanto d' ingegno, e d' alto valor vage, 
E di cetra ſonora, e delle muſe: 
| Sol troveret in tal parte men duro 
Ove amor miſe r. infanabil ago | 


" Ploveteiootpiotenpioleintetoteletetotener 
HEY. +80: - ns T vn. ky a 


a, 


$$; F - 
— 1 — 


arrid'd 1 bi. 234 wes ox ** Mo 


> : ©» dh hs N . 3 
„* NE e 


> How Won hark Tine/ahe fubtle W 
Stoln on his wing my three and twentieth year! 
My haſting days flie on with foll career, 
But my late ſpring no bud or bloſſom n HE. 
1 Perhaps my ſemblance might deceive the truth, 

2g © That i to:manhogd. am arriv'd ſo near, „ 
= And inward ripeneſs doth much leſs appear, ' 
I That ſome more timely er ſpicus indu'th, ©: 5 
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Vet be it * or more, or ſoon or flow, 
It ſhall be {till in ſtricteſt meaſure ev'n 
To that ſame lot, however. mean or high, 
Toward which Time leads me, and the Wasen 
All i is, if I. have grace to uſe it ſo, 

As ever in my V great Taſk maſter s eye. 


WT 


I 
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To the Soldier. to ſpare bis Davelling-place. 


£4 FF * 


8 or Colonel, or Knight i in ; 4 : 
- Whoſe chance on theſe defenceleſs doors may ſeaſe, 
If ever deed of honour did thee pleaſe, 
Guard them, and him within protect from harms. 
He can requite thee, for he knows the charms 
That call fame on ſuch gentle act as theſe; 
And he can ſpread thy name o'er lands and ſeas. 
Whatever clime the ſun's bright circle warms. 
Lift not thy ſpear againſt the Muſe's bowre, 
The great Emathian conqueror bid ſpare 
The houſe of Pindarus, when temple and towre 
5 Wenz to the ground: and the repeated air 1 
-* Of ad Eleara' s Poet had the power e le 
de ſave n walls Rn ruin hae... 
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| pain; in vaſt 4 ; prime oed kieſt pots; 8 
Wiſely haſt ſhunn'd the broad way and: the gre 


And. with thoſe few art eminently ſeen, 
That labour up the hilof heav'nly trath, * 
be e with Mary and with Ruh. . 
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Choſen thou haſt; and they that over ween, | 
And at thy growing virtues fret their ſpleen, 
= No anger find in thee, bur pity and ruth. 
Ayn; Thy care is fixt and zealouſly attends - | 
2 To fill thy odorous lamp with deeds of light, 
And hope that reaps not ſhame. Therefore be ſure 
Thou, when the bridegroom with his feaſtful friends 
_ Paſſes to bliſs at the mid hour of night, * 
Haſt hs thy N ein wiſe and pure. 
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ſaaſe To the Lady Margaret Lee, Daughter to the Earl of 
- | pl een 
arms. Daughter to that good Earl, once Preſident 
Of England's Council, and her treaſury, 
ty Who liv d in both, unſtain'd with gold or fee, 
ſeas. And left them both, more in himſelf content, 
oak 'Till the fad breaking of that parliament 
Broke him; as that diſhoneſt victory 
-At nes fatal to liberty, 


Kill'd with report that old man eloquent. 

* Though later born, than to have known the days 

. Wherein your father flouriſh'd, yet by you, 

1 Madam, methinks I ſee him living yet; 

80 well your words his noble virtues praiſe, 
That all both judge you to relate them true, 
n them, 1 EINER 4 

Pi 


* 7 


o, the Reception his Book of Divorce 3 met with... 


A book was writ of late call'd Tetrachordon, 
And woven cloſe, both matter, form and ſtile; 


1 
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* 


20 5 +. \PO-BMS. ON. | 
The ſubject new : it walk'd the town a while, | 
Numb'ring good intellects; now ſeldom por'd on. 
Cries the ſtall reader, Bleſs us what a word on 
A title page is this! and ſome im file _ . 
Stand ſpelling falſe, while one might walk to Mile- 
End Green. Why is it harder, Sirs, than 3 
Colkitto, or Macdonnel, of Galaſp2,- ,. 
- Theſe rugged names to our like Booths grow i] 
That would have made Quintilian ſtare and. . 
Thy age, like ours, O ſoul of Sir john Cheek, 
Hated not learning worſe than toad or aſp; 
When thou taught'ſt 5 and King Edward 
Greek. 


MOD . ce endes CHD i u. 
80 NN E T XII. 
On the fame. 


1 did but prompt the age to quit their clogs. 
By the known rules of antient liberty, 
When ſtraight a barbarous noiſe environs me 
Of owls and cuckoes, aſſes, apes and dogs 
As when theſe Hinds that were transform'd to frogs. 
_ Rail'd at Latona's twin- born progeny, . 
Which after held the ſun and moon in fee. 
But this is got by caſting pearl to hogs; vi 
| That bawle for freedom in their ſenſeleſs mood, 
And ftill revolt: when truth would ſet them free. 
Licence they mean, when they cry liberty; 
For who loves that muſt firſt be wiſe and good, 
But from that mark how far they rove we ſee 


For allthis wake of wealth, and os blood. 


| * ' 


I; 
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8E VYNIAAT Occav10ns,. 


2 M. K T XII. 
To Mr: H Lawes, on his Aires... : 


IN whoſe tuneful and well. meaſur'd dog by 
Firſt taught our Engliſh muſic: how. to ſpan 
Words with juſt note and accent, not to ſcan 
With Midas” ears, e6mmitting ſhort and long; 
Thy worth and {kill exempts thee from the throng, 
With praiſe enough for envy to look wan; 
To after age thou ſhalt be writ the man, tongue. 
That with ſmooth aire could'ſt humour beſt our 
Thou honour'ſt verſe; and verſe muſt lend her wing 
To honour thee, the prieſt of Phœbus' quire 
That tun'ſt the happieſt lines in hymn, or ſtory, 


Dante ſhall give fame leave to ſet thee higher 


Than his Caſella, whom he woo'd to fing, 
Met in the milder ſhades of purgatory. 


Ne fi PR RIP ao We RS Yee 


8 0 NN E T xiv. 
An Elegy. | 


When Faith and Love which parted from thee never, 
Had ripen'd thy juſt ſoul to dwell with God, 
Mcekly thou didſt reſign this earthly load 
Of death, call'd life, which us from life doth ſever! 

Thy works and alms and all thy good endeavour 
Staid not behind, nor in the grave were trod; 

But as faith pointed with her golden rod, 
Follow'd thee up to joy and bleſs for ever. 

Love led them on, and Faith who knew them beſt | 
Thy hand-maids, clad them o er with purple beats 1 
And azure wings, that up they flew ſo dreſt, | 

And — the truth of-thee on glorious themes 


157 He ; 
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Peter be „ ge, who thenceforth bid thee reſt 
And drink thy fill of pure immortal ſtreams. 
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8 ON N E. 1 XV. 
_ | On Ces. Fairfax, 
; ak N A 


Fairfax, whoſe name in. arms through Europe rings,. 


And fills all mouths with envy or with praiſe, 
And all her jealous Monarchs with amaze 


And rumovrs loud, which daunt remoteſt things; 


Thy firm unſhaken valour ever brings 
Victory home; while new rebellions raiſe 
Their Hydra heads, and the falſe north diſplays. 
Her broken league to imp her ſerpent wings, 
O. yet a nobler taſk awaits. thy hand, 
For what can war but acts of war ſtill breed, 
Till injur'd Truth from violence be freed, 
| And public faith be reſcu:d from the brand. + 
Of public fraud. In vain does valour bleed, 
While avarice _ rapine ſhare the _ 


8 ON. NE. TINT: 
| on Sir Henry Vane the younger. 


Vane} young in years, but in ſage councils old, 
Than whom a better ſenator ne'er held 
© FRE helm of Rome (when gowns not arms N 
The fierce Epirot, and+the. Afriean bole): 

- Whether to ſettle peace, or to unfold 
The drift of hollow Rates hard to be ſpell'd. 
Then to adviſe. how war may be beſt upheld, 
Man d by her two main nerves, iron and gold, - 

10 al her equipage: beſides to know. | 


"Wine ſerves 1 chou hall 1 6, which few hare 


A 


a 


Fe StvERAL Oe caso 8. : 203- 
The bounds of either ſword to thee we owe; 
Therefore on thy right hand religion leans, 

0 And reckons thee i in chief her eldeſt ſon. 


LI SIG SLY FUE SUES 


s o NET XVII. . 
To Qu Croriwel. 


Cromwel our chief of men, that thro? a rw 

Not of war only, but ditra&ions Sude, : _- 5 
(Guided by faith and matchleſs fortitude). | 

To peace and truth thy glorious way haſt plow'd 
And fought God's battles, and his works purſu'd, * 
While Darweat ſtreams with blood of Scots imbru'd;: 
And Duabar field reſound thy praiſes loud, | 
And Worceſter's laureat wreath, Yet much remains 
To conquer ſtill; peace has her: victories. 

No leſs than thoſe of war. New foes ariſe, 

Help us to ſave free conſciehce from the paw 5 b 
Of hireling wolves; whole golpel 1 is their maw. 


TCC 
SONNET XVIII. | 
On the late Maſſacre in Piemont: 


Avenge O Lord thy ſlaughter'd ſaints, whoſe bones 
Lie ſcatter'd on the Alpine mountains cold; 
ven them who kept thy truth ſo pure of KY 
When all our fathers worſhipp'd Rocks and ſtones, 
Forget not: in thy bock record their groans 8 
Who were thy ſheep, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piemonteſe that rolbkꝓdoaa 
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 


8. 


Ts heav'n. Their martyr'd blood and aſhes ſow; ; 
Oer all th' Italian fields, where ſtill doth ſway; 
1. bY ; 


0 . | 20 „„ 

The 8 that ſrom the ſe may grow 

4A hundred-fold, who having learnt thy way 
Early may fly the Babylonian wo. 


s O NN E T XIX, 
n Cyriac Skinner, 


* cpriae, this three years 44% ee eyes cho clear 
To outward view of blemiſh or of ſpot, 
BZereft of ſight, their ſeeing have forgot, 

Nor to their idle orbs does. day appear, 
or ſun, or moon, or ſtars throughout the years. 
Or man, or woman. Yet argue not 
Againſt heav'n's hand, or will; nor 3 one jot 
Of heart or hope; but ſtill W up, and ſteer 
8 onwards, What ſupports me, doſt thou aſk? 
5 © The conſcience, friend, t' have loft eie aeg d 
| In liberty's defence,-my noble taſk, 
Whereof all Europe rings from fide-to ſide. | 
This thought might lead me- EN this. world's 
vain maſk, 
Gontent, though blind, had L no other guide. 


a * 
& 
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SONNET xX. 


When 1 confider how my light s ſpent,” 
Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide, 
And that one talent which is death to hide, 
Lodg'd with me uſeleſs, though my ſoul more on: - 
To ſerve therewith.my. Maker, and preſent - 8 
My true account, leſt he returning chide; 
Doth God exact day - labour, light deny d. 
1 fondly aſk: but patience, to prevent 
That murmur, ſoon replies, God doth not need 
Either man's * or bis own eilte; who beſt 


denen Neff, mb 
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SEVERAL oe anon 20g 
Bear his mild yoke, they ſerve him beſt, his Rate 
Is kingly. Thouſands at his bidding ſpeed, 
And poſt o'er land and ocean without reſt,_ 
They wo ſerve who. only and and wait. 
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$ONNET XXI. 


To. Mr. Lawrence, Son to the Preſident of. Cromwel's. 
| Council. 5 | 


Lawrence, of virtuous father virtuous ſon, _ 
Now that the fields are dank, and ways are mire, 
Where ſhall we ſometimes meet, and by the fire 
Help waſte a ſullen day? what may be won 
From the hard ſeaſon gaining: time will run 
oOn ſmoother, till Favonius re-inſpire- 
The frozen earth; and clothe in freſh attire. + 
The lillie and roſe, that neither ſow'd nor ſpun. 


What neat. repaſt ſhall feaſt us, light and choice, 


Of Attick taſte, with wine, whence we may raiſe 

To hear the lute well toueht, and artful. voice 
Warble immortal notes and Tuſcan air ? 

He who of thoſe delights can judge, and ſpars. 

To interpoſe them oft, is not unwiſe. 


eee 
s O NN ET XXII. 
On Cyriac Skinner. 


Cyriac, whoſe grandſire on the royal bench 
Of Britiſh Themis, with no mean applauſe 
Pronounc'd and. in his volumes taught our laws, 
Which others at their bar ſo often wrench; 

To day deep thoughts with me reſolve to drench 
In mirth, that after no repenting draws; 


Let Euclid reſt, and Archimedes pauſe, 


| . | 
206 "POEMS S 
And what 1 Swede tend; and what the French: 
Jo meaſure life, learn thou betimes, and know 
Toward ſolid good what leads the neareſt way ;: 


For other thin gs mild heav'n a time ordains, 282 
And diſapproves that care, though wiſe in ſhow, | Bru 
That with ſnperfluous burden loads the day, 22 
And when God. ſends a chearful hour, refrains; 3 


KCC ede. eee 
e XXIII. 
En bit deceaſed Wife. - = 


Methought I faw my late eſpouſed faint” dad 
Brought to me like Alceſtis from the grave, ed cs 
Whom Jove's great ſon to her glad huſband gave, Yor 


Reſcu'd from death by force though pale and faint;. 


Mine as whom waſht from. ſpot. of child ;- bed taint, To « 

Purification in the old law did ſave, . Fe 

And ſuch as yet once more I truſt to have. \ 

Full ſight. of her in he av'n without reſtraint, Bru 
Came veſted all in white, pure as her mind: Bey 

Her face was veil'd, yet to my fancied fight, _ Pia 

Love, ſweetneſs, goodneſs, in her perſon ſhin'd/ * 
So clear, as in no face with more delight. | Thy 

But O-as to embrace fe ſhe inclin'd, The 

L wak'd, ſhe fled, and day brought, baek my night: * 
Galli ex.concubitu vid te, Pontia, Mori, Sha 
Quis bene moratam, morigeramque neget? 

Gaudete Scombri, et quiequid eſt piſcium Salo, ; Ah 
Qui frigida Hyeme incolitis algentes freta, 7 Not 
veſtrum miſertus ille Salmaſius eques 93 Th: 
Bonus micire nuditatem cogitat; 

Chartæque largus apparat papyrinos 58 
Vobis cueullos præferentes Claudi | For 
| Inſignia, nomenque et Decus Salmaſii, . Ga 


Geltetis ut per · mne cetarium forum — um 


= 


SE Ve RAT OCCcASroNns, | 2057 
Equitis clientes, ſeriniis mungentium e 
Cubito virorum, et capſulis gratiflimos, 


288888 SFSFS 82988292885 28388 


Brutus taking with him Ceryon the Diviner in the in- 


ward ſhrine of the Temple of the Goddeſs Diana, 
utters his Kequeſts thus: 


Diva potens nemorum. &c. 
0 DD Ess of ſhades, and. Huntreſs, who at will 
; Walk'ſtontheJowring ſpheres, and thro' the deep, 
On thy third reign the earth look now, and tell 
What land, what ſeat of reſt thou bid'ſt me ſeek,. 
What certain ſeat, where J may worſhip thee 
For aye, with temples vow'd and virgin Were 


To whom Hecping before the ali Diana in 4 Vifen: 
that night, thus anſwered : 


Brute, ſub occaſium:;ſolis,'&c; 

Brutus, far to the weſt in the ocean wide- 

Beyond the realm of Gaul a land there lies, 

Sea girt it lies, where giants dwelt of old, 

Now void, it fits thy- people ; thither bend 

Thy courſe, there ſhalt thou find a laſting eat, 
There to thy ſons another Troy ſhall riſe, 

And kings be born of thee, whoſe dreadful might 
; Shall awe the- ae and conquer nations bold. 


Dante in 70 I gth Canto of inferno. 


Ah conſtantine, of bbw. much ill was cauſe- 
Not thy converfion, but thofe rich domains. 
That the firſt wealthy Pope ge tur of thee, 


In the 20th. Canto of Paradiſe. 


Founded in chaſte and bud die poverty, 
*Gainſt them that-rais'd thee doſt thou lift thy horn; 
Impudent whore, where haſt thou plac'd thy hope? 


208 Pp O EMS O 
In thy adulterers, or thy ill got wealth? 
Another Conſtantine comes . in haſte, 


Ariafto, Cint. $4 * 


And to be ſhort, at laſt his guide him brings 

Into a goodly valley, where he ſees 

A mighty maſs of things ſtrangely confus'd, 
Things that on earth were loſt, or was abus d. 1 


Then paſs'd he to a flow'ry mountain green, 
Which once ſmelt ſweet, now ſtinks as odiouſly 2: 
Fhis was that gift (if you the truth will have) 
That Conſtantine to. good * * 1123 


Horace to Gies 


Whom do we count a good man? whom Ls. 

Who keeps the laws and ſtatutes of the ſenate, . 
Who judges in great ſuits and controverſies, ' 

Whoſe witneſs and opinion wins the cauſe? - 

But his own houſe, and the whole neighbourhood : 

Sees his fou! inſide through his whited ſkin, 


Four Greek Lines out Euripides. 155 


This is true liberty, when free - born men 
Having to adviſe the public, may ſpeak free, 


Which he who ean, and will, deſerves his praiſe; 


Who either can, or will, may hold his peace; 
What can be N in a ſtate than this? 


H O R. AG E. 
Illes ins ſummis. / 


- Mutare, et inſignem attenuat Deut, 
© Obſeura promens, Oc. 


The power that did create, can change the ſcene - 


Of th'1gs; make mean of great, and great of mean: 


The brighteſt glory can eclipſe with night, 
Aud place the mok obſcure in dazling light, 


Sz vVERAL:OCCASTONS, 


HORACE. Me TOES 


Te Daceat aſper, te profugi Scythe, 
Regumque matres barbarorum, et 
Purpurei metuunt Tyranni, * 
lajurioſo ne pede proruas 
stantem Columnam, neu populus frequens 
Ad arma ceffantes, ad arma 
Concitet, imperiumque frangat. 


All barbarous people, and their princes too, 
All purple tyrants honour you; 
The very wandring Scythians do. 
Support the pillar of the Roman ſtate, 
Let all men be involv'd in one man's fate. 
Co6ntinue-us in wealth and peace; 
Let wars and tumults ever ceaſe. 


CATULLUS. 
Tanto peſſimus omnium Poeta | 
Quanto tu optimus omnium Patronus. 


The worſt of poets I myſelf declare, 
By how much. you the beſt of patrons are. 


: 
5 WIL 
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on SALMASIUS. 


Qui expedividSalmafio ſuam Hundredam? - 28 _ mt 

0 Picamque docuit verba noſtra oonaxi? ve - 44: 

* Magiſter artis venter, et Jacobei . Roots = 
Centum, exulantis viſcera mar ſupii regis. | LAT SES: 

Quod ſi doloſi ſpes refulſerit nummi, i 

Ipſe, Antichriſti modo qui primatum rape | 

Minatus uno eſt diſſipare ſuMaty, PET 4 

Cantabit ultro- Cordinalitium Melos. ES 


Engliſhed. 


Who taught Salmaſius, that c chattering pie, 
To aim at Engliſh. and Hundreda cry : 


on” 


* 
1 


are N POEMS on 
The ſtarving raſcal, fluſhr with juſt a hundred 
Engliſh Jacobus's, Hundreda blundred. _ ” 

An outlaw'd king's laſt ſtock A hundred more 
Would make him pimp for the antichriſtian whore; 


And in Rome's praiſe employ his poiſon'd breath, 
Who threaten'd once to ſtink the Pope to death. 


ses egen e 


P 8 ALM I. 
Done into VE RSE, 1653. 


L Ess P is the man who hath not walk'd aſtray 


In counſel of, the wicked, and i' th? way 
Of ſinners hath not ſtood, and in the ſeat 
Of ſcorners hath not ſat. But in the great 
Jehovah' s law is ever his delight, 

And in his law he ſtudies day and night. 
He ſhall be as a tree which planted grows 
By watry ſtreams, and in his ſeaſon knows 
To yield his fruit, and His leaf ſhall. not fall, 
And what he takes in hand ſhall proſper all, 
Not ſo the wicked, hut as chaff which fann'd 
The wind drives, ſo the wicked ſhall not Rand 
In judgment, or abide their trial then, | 
Nor finners in th' aſſembly of juſt men. 

For the Lord knows th' upright way of the juſt, 
And the my of bad men to ruin muſt, 


PSAL. u. done ; hog: 8: 1655: Terzette, 


HY do the Gentiles man and the nations Pig 
Muſe a vain thing, the kings of th' earth upſtand 


With pow'r, and princes in. their congregations 

Lay deep their plots together through each land 

Againſt the Lord and his Meſſiah dear? 
Let us break * ſay they, by — . 


2 


No help for him in God there Hes. 


SEVBRAL,OCCASIONS. 21 
Their bonds, and caſt from us, no more to wear, 
Their twiſted cords: he who in heav'n doth dwell 
Shall laugh, the Lord ſhall ſcoff them, then ſevere 
Speak to them in his wrath, and in his fel! 
And fierce ire trouble them ; but 1, faith he, 
Anointed have my King (though ye rebell) 
On Sion my holy hill A firm decree 
I, will declare; The Lord to me hath ſaid / 
Thou art my Son, I have begotten thee 
This day; aſk of me, and the grant is made; H 
As thy poſſeſſion I on thee beſtow 
Th” Heathen, and as thy conqueſt to be ſway'd 
Earth's utmoſt bounds : them ſhalt thou bring full low 
With iron ſceptre bruis'd, and them deſperſe 
Like to a potter's veſſel ſhiver'd ſo. 
And now be wile at length ye kings averſe, 
Be taught ye judges of the earth; with fear 
Jehovah ſerve, and let your joy converſe 
With trembling ; kiſs the Son leſt he appear” 
In anger, and ye periſh in the way, 
If once his wrath take fire like fuel ſere, 
Happy all thoſe who have in them their ſay. 


GEAVSR a far NARAP arten, Pan Na 
PS A L. III. Aug. 9. 1653. 8 5 
When be fled from Abſalom. " 1 a bl 
ORD, how many are my foes? | | | 
How many thoſe _ 
| T hat in arms againſt me riſe ! 
Many are they W 0 
That of my life diſtruſtfully "oY on Rb 


But _ Lord art my ſhield, my gl, | 


| Thee through wy fx * . if 

TD exalter of — head L count; 3 | 
3 Aloud I cry _ 0 3 | 
Unto Jehovah, he full ſoon replyd, * | 


— 
— =kwX 


And heard me from his holy mount. 
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I fear not, though incamping round about 
They pitch againſt me their pavilions. 
Riſe, Lord, ſave me, my God, for thou 


H 


20 Ms. 
I lay and flept, I wak'd again, 


For my ſuſtain 


Was the Lord. Of many millions 


The populous rout 


Haſt ſmote ere-now 


On the cheek-bone all my foes, 


Of men abhorr'd. 
aſt broke a This help was from the Lord; . 


Fhy bleſſing on thy people — 


I 


A 


Now pity me and hear my earneſt pr pray's . 


PSAL. Iv. 


Hug. 10, 2 


NS WER me when I call, 

God of my righteouſneſs, 
In ſtraits and in diftrefs. 
Thou didſt me difinthral 
And ſet at large; now ſpare, | 


Great ones, how-long will ye | 
My glory have in ſcorn, - q 


| - | How Jong be thus forborn. 
F 


to love vanity, © 


To. love, to ſeak, to prize 


TDahhings falſe and vain, gs a noding ee but les? 
Yet know'the Lord;hatlyakoſe, 
X F. 


Choſe to hiniſelf apart, 
The good and meek. of hang. 


(For whom to chooſe he kno! 
Nn from on high 


a. 1. and da-not fin. * 


* 
i 


Hani Hebe My KAR 


. 


. 5 


Will hear my voice what ume oha! I r.. | 


* 
F 


sv Occarrons, 213 
Speak to your hearts alone, 8 
Upon your beds each one, 5 
And be at peace within. | 
Offer the offerings juſt 
Of righteouſneſs, and in Jehovah cruſt, | | 
Many there be that ſay, Fn g ; 
Who yet will ſhew us good? | 
Talking like this world's brood ; , 
But, Lord, thus let me pray, 
On us lift up the light, 
Lift up the favour of thy countenance bright: : 
Into my heart more joy | 
And gladneſs thou haſt put, 
1 Than when a year of glut 
Their ſores doth over-cloy, 
And from their plenteous grounds 
With vaſt increaſe their corn and wine abounds, 
In peace at once will I 
Both lay me down and\ſleep, 
For thou alone doſt keep 
Me ſafe where · e er I lie; 
As in a rocky cell 
Thou Lord alone in ſafety mak'ſt me dwell, 


| + 


PS A L. V Hug. £24 1653. 
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E HO vA H to my words give ear, 
My meditation weigh, 
The voice of my complaining hear, 
My King and God; for unto thee 1 pray, : 
Jehovah thou my early voice | 
Shalt in the morning hear, . w 
I' th' morning I to thee with choice | 
Will rank my prayers, and watch till thou appear. 
For thou art not a God that takes 
In n. * 
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2¹⁰ f POEMS on 
Evil with thee no biding makes, * 97 | 
Fools or madmen ſtand not within thy ſight, © D R$ 
All workers of iniquity 
Thou hat'ſt; and them unbleſt 
Thou wilt deltroy that ſpeak a lie; 
The bloody and guileful mat God doth deteſt; 
But I will in thy mercies dear, 
Thy num'rous mercies, go 
Into thy houſe; I in thy fear 
Will towards thy holy temple worſhip low. 
Lord lead me in thy righteouſneſs, p 
Lead me becauſe of thoſe 
That do obſerve if I tranſgreſs; 
Set thy ways right before, where my ſtep goes. 
For in his faltring mouth unſtable 
No word is firm and ſooth; 
Their inſide, troubles miſerable; , 
An open grave ther throat, their tongue they ſmooth, 
God, find them guilty, let them fall 
By their own counſels quell'd; 
Puſh them in their rebellions all 
Still on; for againſt thee they have rebell'd, 
Then all who truſt in thee ſhall bring 
Their joy, while thou from blame 
"Defend: them, they ſhall ever ſing = 
And ſhall triumph in thee, who love thy name. 
For thou Jehovah wilt be found 
To bleſs the juſt man ftill, * 


* 


* 


ith thy laſting favour and good-will, 
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PSAL' VI. Aug. 13, 1653. 


ORD i iQ thine anger FR not reprehend mez 
Nor in thy hot diſpleaſure me correct; 
Pity me, Lord, for I am much deject, 
Am very weak and faint; heal and amend me: 
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For all my bones, that even with anguiſh ake, 9 

: Are troubled, yea my ſoul is troubled fore, 4; 
And thou, O Lord, how long? turn Lord, reſtore hy 

My ſoul, O ſave me for thy goodneſs ſake: Mk 

For in death no remembrance is of thee ; 79 
Who in the grave can celebrate thy praiſe ? q * 
Wearied I am with ſighing out my days, 1 
Nightly my couch I make a kind of ſea; 1 19 

| My bed I water with my tears; mine eye if (: 
Through grief conſumes, is waxen old and dark | 

I' th? midſt of all mine enemies that mark, 


-- 


Depart all ye that work iniquity, 
Depart from me, for the voice of my weeping | 
The Lord hath heard, theLord hath heard my pray'r, 
My ſupplication with acceptance fair 
The Lord will own, and have me in his keeping. 
Mine enemies ſhall all be blank and daſh'd 
With much confuſion; then grown red with ſhame, 
They ſhall return in haſte the way they came,, 
And in a moment W be quite abaſh d. 
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Upon the words of Cuſh the Benjamite againſt lim. | 


1 ORD my God to thee I fly, 
Save me and ſecure me under 


0 Thy protection while I cry, 
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216 POEMS on 
Leſt as a lion (and no wonder) | 
He haſte to tear my foul aſunder, 7 
PS and no reſcue nigh. | 


Lord my God, if I have Wendt 
Or done this, if wickedneſs | 
Be in my hands, if I have wrought 


1II to him that meant me peace, | God 
- Or to him have rendered leſs, + And 
And not free d my foe for naught; 1 If tl 
* =, 
Let th* enemy purſue my ſoul Alre 
And overtake. it, let him tread ' 5 The 
My life down to the earth, and roul Ms. 
In the duſt my glory dead, | (His 
In the duſt, and there outſpread £5 7 
Lodge it with diſhonour foul. | | He t 
| | Tro 
Riſe Jehovah in thine ire, As 11 
Rouze thyſelf amidſt the rage a | Hath 
Of my foes that urge like fire, | 5 
And wake for me, their fury aſſwage: He 2 
Judgment here thou didſt engage | And 
And command which I deſire, Tis x 
| 1 Turr 
So th' aſſemblies of each nation > Of vi 
Will ſurround thee, ſeeking right, Fall 
Thence to thy glorious habitation | 
Return on high, and in their ſight. 6; Ther 
Jehovah judgeth moſt upright 4 
All people from the world's foundation. And 
Of Je 


Judge me Lord, be judge in this 
According to my righteouſneſs 
And the innocence which is 

» Upon me: cauſe at length to ceaſe 
Of evil men the wickedneſs, 

And their power that do amiſs. 


* 


s 44 oe . 217 
But the juſt eſtabliſh faſt, 
Since thou art the juſt God that tries 
Hearts and reins. On God is caſt 
My defence, and in him lies, 
In him who both juſt and wiſe 
Saves th' uptight of heart at laſt. 


God is a Juft judge and ſevere, 

And God is every day offended ; 

If th' unjuſt will not forbear, 

His ſword he whets, his bow hath bended 
Already, and for him intended 

The tools of death, that waits him near. 


(His arrows purpoſely made he 
For-them that perſecute.) Behold 
He travails big with vanity, 
Trouble he hath conceiv'd of old. 
As in a womb, and from that mould 
Hath at length brought forth a lie. 


He dig*da'pit, and delv'd it deep, 
And fell into the pit he made; 

His miſchief that due courſe doth keep, 
Turns 6n his head, and his ill trade 
Of violence will undelay'd _ 

Fall on his crown with ruin ſeep, 
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Then will J ſehovah's praiſe 

According to his juſtice raiſe, 
And ſing the name and Deity 
Of Jehovah the moſt high, 
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| O Jehovah our Lord! how wondrous great 


And glorious is thy name through all the earth? 
So as above the heav'n's thy praiſe to ſet 
Out of the tender mouths of lateft breath. 


Out of the mouths of babes and ſucklings thou 
Haſt founded ſtrength becauſe of all thy foes, 

To ſtint th? enemy, and lack th' avenger's brow, 
That bends his rage thy providence to oppoſe, 


When I behold the heav'ns, thy finger's art, | 
The moon and ſtars which thou ſo bright haſt ſet, 
In the pure firmament, then ſaith my heart, 
O what is man that thou remembereſt yet, 


And think'ſt upon him; or of man begot, 
That him thou viſit'ſt, and of him art found! 
Scarce to be leſs than Gods thou mad'ſ his lot, 
With honour and with ſtate thou haſt him crown'd. 


O'er the works of thy hand thou mad'ſt him Lord, 
Thou haſt put all under his lordly feet, 

All flocks, and herds by thy commanding word, 
All beaſts that in the field or foreſt meet; 


Fowl of the heav'ns, and fiſh that through the wet 
Sea-paths in ſhoals do ſlide, and know no dearth. 
O Jehovah our Lord, how wondrous great 
And glorious is thy name through all the earth! 


Nin 


vgs 


. 


April 1648. J. M. 


Nine of the Pſalms done into metre, wherein all, but 
what is in a different Character, are the very warts 


of the text, Ae From the Original. 


„ ps A L. LXXX, 
HO U Shepherd that doſt Iſrael keep 


Give ear in time of need, 
Who leadeſt like a flock of ſheep —' 
Thy loved Joſeph's ſeed, 
That ſits between the cherubs bright 


Between their wings gut. ſpread, 


Shine forth, and from thy cloud give light, | 
And on our fees thy dread. 
2 In Ephraim's view and Benjamin's, a 


And in Manafſ?'s ſight, © 
Awake * thy ſtrength, come, and be Ju * Gnorera, 
To ſave us by thy might. CD 
3 Turn us again, thy grace divine. 
To us O God wouchſafe : | 
Cauſe thou thy face on us to ſhine, 
And then we ſhall be ſafe. | 
4 Lord God of Hoſts, how long wilt thou, 
How long wilt thou declare 
Thy + ſmoaking wreth, and angry vow f Gnaſhanta. 
Againſt thy people's prayer. at 
5 Thou feedſt them with the bread of tears, 
Their bread with tears they eat, 
And mak'ſt them largely drink the tears Þþ Shalifh. 
 Wherewith their cheeks are wet. d 


6 A ſtrife thou mak'ſt us, and a prey 


To every neighbour foe, 
Among themſelves they | laugh, they || plays 
And || flouts at us they throw, | * 
K 2 
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220 POEMS os. 
5 Return us, and thy grace divine 
O God of Hoſts vonchſaſe; 
Cauſe thou thy face on us to ſhine, 
And then we ſhall be ſafe. 
8 A vine from Agypt.thou haſt brought, 
Thy free love made it thine, © 
And drov'ſt out nations, Proud and baught, 
To plant this /ovely vine. 
Cy Thou didſt prepare for it a place, 
And root it deep and faſt, 
That it began to grow apace, 
And fill'd the land at laſt. 
10 With her green ſhade that cover'd all, 
The hills were over-/pread, 
Her boughs as high as eedars tall 
Acdvanc d their lofty head, a 
11 Her branches on the weſtern fide 
Down to the ſea ſhe ſent, Yu 
And apward to that river wide 
Her other branches went. 
22 Why haſt thou laid her hedges low, 
And broken down her fence, 
That all may pluck her, as they 80, 
- - With rudeſt violence? 
13 The tuſted boar out of the moos 
- _ Up turns it by the roots, 
Wild beaſts there brouze and wks their food. - 
Her grapes and tender ſhouts. 
14 Return now, God of Hoſts, look down 
From heav'n, thy ſeat divine; 
Behold 27, but without a nes, be 
And viſit this 7% Vine, 
15 Vilit this Vine, which thy right band 
Hath ſet, and planted long. 
And the young branch, that for thyſelf 
Thou haſt made firm and ſtrong. 
26 But now it is conſum'd with fire, 
And cut with axes down, : 


ww 
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They periſh at thy dreadful ire, 
At thy rebuke and frown. 

17 Upon the man of thy right hand 
Let thy good hand be laid, 

Upon the ſon of man, whom thou 
strong for thyſelf haſt made. 

18 So ſhall we not go back from thee 
To ways of fin and ſhame: 

Quick'n us thou, then gladly we 
Shall call upon thy name. 

19 Return us, and thy grace divine 
Lord God of Hoſts vouchſafe, 

Cauſe thou thy face on us to ſhine, 
And then we ſhall be ſafe. 0 
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PS Al. 


| . ae 
O God our ſtrength ſing loud; and clear a* ada 
Sing loud to God our King, * ; 
To Jacob's God that all may hear BE; 
Loud acclamations ring, _ 
2 Prepare a hymn, prepare a ſong, 
The timbrel hither bring, | | 
The chearful pſaltery bring along. 
And harp with pleaſant ſtring. Es Es 
3 Blow, as is wont, in the new moon 
With trumpets /o/ty ſound, 
TY appointed time, the day whereon ) 
Our ſolemn feaſt comes round. . 
4 This was a ſtatute giu'n of old | | 
For Iſrael to obſerve, ay; - FE CO 
A law of Jacob's God, 10 hold, . 
From whence they might not ſwerve. 4 
5 This he a teſtimony ordain'd 4 
In Joſeph, not to change, | 1; - HASTE 
* K 3 | 
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2227 PO EMS on 

When as he paſs'd through Egypt land, 
The tongue I heard' was ftrange. 

6 From burden, and from laviſh toil 
I ſet his ſhoulder free: 1050 

His hands from pots, and miry oil, 
Deliver'd were by me. 

7 When trouble did thee ſore aſſail, 
On me then didſt thou call, 

And I to free thee did not fail, 
And led thee out of thrall. 


I anſwer'd thee in * thunder deep * Be Sether Fagan. | 


With clouds encompaſs'd round; 
1 try'd thee at the water ep 
Of Meriba renown'd. ® 
8 Hear O my people, hearken well, 
. I. teſtify to thee, 
Thou ancient flock of Iſrael, 
If thou wilt liſt to me, 


2 ee waged the land of thy abode 


oO alien g all be, 


| A Fokeign god 
On er bend thy knee. 
10 I am the Lord thy God which brought 
Thee out of Xgypt land, 
Aſk large enough, and I, be/ought 
Will grant thy full demand. 
11 And yet my people would not hear, 
Mor hearken to my voice; 
And iſrael, whom I Iov'd ſo "PRE 
Miflik'd me for his choice. 
12 Then I did leave them to their with; 
And to their wandring mind; 
Their own conceits they follow'd Rill,. 
Their own devices blind. | 
13 O that my people would be wiſe, 
' To ſerve me all their days, 
And O that Iſrael would adviſe 
Te walk my righteous ways. 5 as 


2. 


Favouring the wicked by your might, 


| SrveERAL Occas1ions 223 
14 Then would I ſoon bring down their foes, 


That now ſo proudly riſe, © 
And turn my hand againſt al/ thoſe 
That are their enemies. - p 


15 Who hate the Lord ſhould hen be fain 
To bow to him and bend, 
But they, his people, ſhould remain, 
Their time ſhould have no end, 
16 And he would feed them /rom the ſhock 
With flow'r of fineſt wheat, 
And ſatisfy them from the rock 
With honey for their meat. 
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P$ A L. III. 


* Bagnadath- el. 
OD in the ⸗ great *aſſembly ſtands 
Of kings and lordly ſlates, ö 
1 among the gods, t on both his hands + Bekerev. 
He judges and debates.. | 
2 How long will yet pervert the right 1 7205 „ 
With judgment falſe and wrong, gnavel. 


Who thence grow bold and ſtrong? 
3 {Regard the { weak and fatherleſs, gd” 
% Diſpatch. the < poor man's cauſe, 9 Shiptu-dal, 
And || raiſe the man in deep diſtreſs _ 3 
By || juſt and equal laws. | | Hatzdiku, 
4 Defend the poor and deſolate, | 
And reſcue from the hands 
Of wicked men the low eſtate 
of him that help demands, 
5 They know not, nor will underſtand, 
In darkneſs they walk on, 
The earth's foundations all are* moy'd, 
And * out of order gone. , *Jimmotu. 


224 = POEMS on. 
6 I ſaid that ye were gods, yea i 
The ſons of God moſt high, - 
7 But ye ſhall die Hke men, Us fal 
As other princes die. 
8 Riſe God, * judge thou the earth; in might, 
This wicked earth * redreſs, * Shiphta. 
For thou art he who ſhalt by right 
The nations all poſſeſs. | 


00 CNN CC OLA 
PSAL. LXXXIII. 


E not * filent now at length, 

O God hold not thy peace, 

Sit not thou ſtill O God of ſtrength, 
We cry, and do not ceaſe. | 
2 For lo thy furious foes now * ſwell, 


And “ ſtorm outrageouſly, * fehemafun. 
And they that hate thee proud and Lell | | 
Exalt their heads full high, 

3 Againſt. thy people they { contrive | ＋ Fagnarimu, 

t Their plots and counſels deep, + Sed. 


$ Them to enſnare they chiefly hee, 
2 Jitbiagnatſu gnal. 


wom thou doſt hide and keep. Tſepbuncca. 


4 Come let us cut them off, ſay they, 
Till chey no nation be, j 

That Iſrael's name for ever r 
Be loſt in memory. | 

5 For they conſult * with al their might, 
And all as one in mind * Lev Addon, 

Themſelves againſt thee they unite, 
And in firm union bind. 

6 The: tents of Edom, and the brood 
Of ſcornful Iſhmael, EE 

. Moab, with them of Hagar's blood, 

That in the deſarb dwell, 


SRVE IAI OASIeusS. 2256 
7 Gebal and Ammon there conſpire, 
And hateful Amelec, | 
The Philiſtines, and they of Tyre, | 8 
Whoſe bounds the fea doth check. e 
8 With them great Aſſur alſo bands, 44 
4. And doth confirm the knot: 5 
All theſe have lent their armed 3 e * 
Tuo aid the ſons of Lot; e 
9 Do to them as to Midian 69/4, 
x | Thal waſted all the coaſt, 
To Siſera, and as is told 
Thou didſt to Jabin's l, 
When at the brook: of Kiſhon 0/4 
They were repuls'd and flain, * 
10 At Endor quite cut off, and rowl'd 
As dung upon the plain. 
11 As Zeb and Oreb evil ſped; 
So let theſe princes-fpeed ; 
As Zeba and Zalmunna % d, 


So let their princes bleeds 
12 For they amidſt their pride have aid, 
7 By right now ſhall we ſeize _ : 4 
/ God's houſes; and ail] no invade” '- 
; * Their ſtately palaces, * Neath E lobim bears both; 
a 13. My God, oh make them as a wheel, | 
5 No quiet let them fnd. 
' Giddy and re/tleſs let them reeht 
Like ſtubble from the wind,. 
14 As when an aged wood takes fire, 
Which on a ſudden ſtraies, 
The greedy flame runs higher and e 
: Till all the mountains blaze, ; 
: T 15 So with thy u hirlwind them purſue, : 
And with thy tempeſt chaſqm, ne. 


16 + And till they ꝶ yield thee undun due; 2145 
Lord fill with ſhame their face. - + They ſeek tb 
17 Aſham'd, and troubl'd, let them re 15 A 5 
ane and ſham'd for ever 


w 
4. 
* 3 


Ever ded. _ ſo =" 
With ſhame, —_ ſcape it never. | 
18 Then ſhall they know that thou whoſe name 
Jehovah is alone, | 
Art the maſt high, and thou the fame 
O'er all me earth art one. 


N 6 a ee AS) 
* ros L. LEXXIV. 


He lovely are thy dwellings fair 1 
O Lord of Heſts, how dear 
The pleaſant tabernacles are, 
Where thou doſt dwell fo near 
2- My ſoul doth long and almoſt die 
Thy. courts O- Lord to ſee, 
My heart and fleſh, aloud a cry, 
_  Q:living God, for the 
3 Fhere ev'n the ſparrow freid from eee. 
Hath found a houſe of ref, 5 
Tie ſwallow there, to lay her young, 
HFath built her brooding neſt ; 
Ev'n by thy altars, Lord of Hoſts, ih 
= They find their ſafe abode, 
And home they fly from round: the coaſts; 
Towards thee, my King, my God. . 
4 Happy, who in thy houſe reſide, 
Where thee they ever praiſ;̃ 
5 Happy, whoſe ſtrength in thee doth bide, 
And in their hearts thy ways. 
6 They paſs through Barca's ate vale, 
. That dry and barren ground. W 
As through.a fruitful watry dale N 
Where ſprings and ſhow'rs abound. 
P They; journey on from ſtrength to engt 
- With 7 199 and Rn chear, 
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Till all before our God at . 
In Sion do appear. 

8 Lord God of Hoſts hear noa wy prayer; 
O Jacob's God give ear; 

9 Thou God our ſhield look on the face 
Of thy anointed dear. 

10 For one day in thy courts 1 be 
Is better, and more bleſt, 

Than in the joys 5 of vanity 
A thouſand days 47 beſt. 

T in the temple of my God 
Had rather. keep a 

Than dwell in tents, and. rich abode, 
With ſin for evermore. : 


11 For God the Lord both fon and meld 


Gives grace and glory bright, | 
No good from them ſhall be withheld 
Whoſe ways are juſt and right. 


12 Lord Cod of Hoſts, that reign ſt on highs 


That man is truly bleſt, 
Who only on thee doth relie, 
And in thee only reſt. 


PS A L. F 


HY hand to favour 3 
Wo Thou haſt not Lord been flack,. 
Thou haſt from hard captivity. 
Returned Jacob back. F 
2 Th' iniquity thou didſt forgive 
That wrought thy people woe, 


Haſt hid where none [hall know. 
3. Thine anger all thou hadit remov'd, 
And calmly didſt return 
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From oy ® fierce wrath which we had prov'd;. 
*. Heb. The burning to * wrath, 
Far worſe than fire to burn. 
4 God of our ſaving health-and Nes 
Turn us, and us reſtore, * 
Thine indignation cauſe to ceaſe 
Tow'rd us, and chide no more. 
5 Wilt thou be angry without as, 
For ever angry thus? 
Wilt thou thy frowning ire extend. 
From age to age on us? © | 
6 Wilt thou not + turn, and hear our voice, 
And us again + revive, * Heb, Turn to quicken ai 
That fo thy people may rejoice 
By thee preſer vd alive? 
7 Cauſe us to ſee thy goodneſs, Lord, 
To us thy mercy thew, _ 
Thy ſaving health to us afford, 
And life in us renew, 
& And wb what God the Lord will = 
Iwill ga ſtraight and hear; 
| For to his people he ſpeaks vince; 
And to. his ſaints ful. dear, 
To his dear faints he will ſpeak peace, 
But let them never more 
| Return to folly, but ſurceaſa - 
Th treſpaſs as before. e 
© Surely to ſuch as do him fear» 
Salvation is-at hand; 
And glory ſhall ere long appear 
To dwell within our land. 
10 Mercy and truth that long were miſid 
- Now ñeyfully are met, 
Saveet peace and ri ighteouſueſshave kind, 
And band in hand are ſet. © 
x1* Truth front the earth, lite to a few fs 
Shall bud and TR _ | 


2 
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Fae" juſtice from her heav'nly bow'e © $ 
; Look down on mortal men: 
12 The Lord ſhalt alſo then beſtow- 
Whatever thing is good, | 
Our land ſhall forth in plenty ow 
Her fruits 4 ble our ford; 
1213 Before him righteouſneſs fall go" I. 
Her royal harbinger, | 
Then “* will he come, and not be ſlow 
His footſteps cannot err. 


*' Heb. He will fie bis ſteps ts the a way. 
MONROE eng- 


P-S A L. LXXXVI. 


1. HY 8 ear, O Lord incline, 
O hear me, I thee Pray, 
For I am poor, and almoſt pine 
With need, and ſad decay. . 
2: Preſerve my ſoul, for I have trod F Heb. Tam 
Thy ways, and love the juſt; good, loving a 
gave thou thy ſervant, O my God, doerof good au 
Who ſtill in thee doth truſt; holy things, 
3 Pity me, Lord, for daily thee 
I call: 4. O make rejoice- | 
Thy ſervant's ſoul; for Lord to thee- 
I lift my ſoul n. voice, 
5 For thou art good, thou Lord art prone: 
To pardon, thou to all 
Art full of merey, thou alone 
To them that on thee call. 
6. Unto my ſupplication, Lord, 
Give ear, and to the cry | | —— 
Of my inceſſant prayers afford 
Thy hearing graciouſſy. 
71 in the day of my diſtreſs 
Will call on thee for Aid; 


230 : - OE WS eG. 
For thou wilt grant me free acceſsy, * ; 
And anſwer what I pray'd, + 
3 Like thee among the Gods is none,. 

O Lord, nor any works 
Of all that other gods; have done. 
Like to thy glorious works. 


9 The nations all whom thou haſt made 


Shall come, and all ſhall frame 
To bow them low before thee, Lord, 
And glorify thy name. 
10 For great thou art, and wondens great 
By thy ſtrong hand are done; 
Thou ix thy. everlaſting ſeat 
ERemaineſt God alone. 1 
11 Teach me, O Lord, thy way _ * 
I in thy truth will bide, \ 
To fear thy name my heart unite, 
So ſhalt it never ſlide. 
12 Thee will J praiſe, O Lord my cod. 
Thee honour and adore 
With my whole heart, and blaze abroad 
Thy name for evermore. . 
13 For great thy merey is tow'rd. mes 
And thou haſt free d my ſoul, 
Ev'n from the loweſt hell ſet free 
From deepeſt darkneſs foul. 
14 O God, the proud againſt me riſes, 
And violent men are met | 
Fo ſeek my life, and in their eyes 
No fear of thee have ſet. | 


15 But thou, Lord, art the God mokk . 


Readieſt thy grace to ſhew;, 
Slow to be angry, and art BO: 
Moſt merciful, moſt true, 


16 O turn to me thy fare at Md. 
And me have mercy. on, 


Unto thy ſervant give thy- ſtrength, 8 


And * th 7 hand- maid's ſon, 


An 
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17 Some ſign of good to me afford, | 
And let my foes then fee, _ 
And be aſham d, becauſe thou Lord 
Dok help and comfort me. 
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Mong the holy mountains high: 
Is his foundation faſt, | 
There ſeated in his ſanct uary, 
His temple there. is plac d. 
2 Sion's fair gates the Lord loves more 
Than all the dwellings fair 
Of Jacob's /and, though there be ſtore, 
And all within his care, 
3. City of God, molt glorious things. 
Of thee abroad are ſpoke ; 
4 I mention Ægypt, where proud kings | 
Did our forefathers yoke. 
I mention Babel to my friends, 
Pzhiliſtia full of ſeorn, | 
And Tyre with Ethiop's utmo/? ende, | | 
Lo this man there was born. 
5 But twice that praiſe ſhall i in our ear 
Be ſaid of Sion laßt, | 
This and this man was born i in os 
High God ſhall fix her faſt, 
6 The Lord ſhall\write it in a ſcroll 
That ne'er ſnall be out worn, 
When he the nations doth enroll, 
That this man there was born. 


\ 


7 Both they who ſing, and they who dance, 


With ſacred ſongs are there; 
In the fre/þ brooks, and ſoft ſtreams glance, 
And all wy fountains clear, 
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1 - OR D God hos dolt me ſave and . 
All day to thee I cry : 

And all night long before thee Weep, 
Before thee proſtrate lie. | 

2 Into thy preſence let my pray'r. 
With fighs devout aſcend, £ 

And to my cries,. that ceaſeleſo oh ö 
Thine ear with favour bene. 

3 For cloy d with woes and trouble fore 
Surcharg'd my ſoul doth lie, 

My life at deaths unchearful door 
Unto the grave draws nigh. 

4 Reckon'd I am with chem that paſs 
Down to the diſmal pit; 

I am a * man, but weak _ 


— / And for that name unfit: | 
* Heb. A man without manly grace 


5 From life diſcharg'd and parted quite 
Among the dead to ſeep, 

And like the ſlain in bloody fight* *® 
That in the grave lie deep: 
Whom thou remembreſt no more, 
Doſt never more regard, 
Them from thy hand deliver'd oer 

Death's hideous houſe hath barr'd. 
6 Thou in the loweſt pit profound: 

Haſt ſet me 4/l forlorn, 

Where thickeſt darkneſs hovers reins: 
In horrid deeps to mourn, 

7 Thy wrath, from which no 5 ſhelter fun, 
F.ull fore doth preſs on me; 


8 Thou break ſt upon me all thy waves, 5 The Heb. 8 
{ Apd all thy waves break me. Sears both, © 


SEVLAAIL OCCASIONS, 234 
8 Thou doſt my friends from me W 
And mak ſt me odious, | 
Me to them odious, for they change, 
And I here pent up thus. 3 
9 Through ſorrow and affliction great, 
Mine eyes grow dim and dead, 
Lord, all the day { thee intreat, 
My hands to thee I ſpread. 
10 Wilt thou do wonders on the dead ? 
Shall the deceas'd ariſe, | 
And praiſe thee from their loathſome bed, 
With pale and hollow eyes? 
11 Shall they thy loving kindneſs tell, 
On whom the grave hath hold; 
Or they who in perdition dme, 
Thy faithfulneſs unfold ? 
12 In darkneſs can thy mighty. band 
Or wondrous acts be known, 
Thy juſtice in the gloomy land 
Of dark oblivion? | 
13 But I to thee, O Lord, doery, | 
Ere yet my life be ſpent, _ 
And up io thee my prayer doth hie 
- Each morn, and thee prevent. * 
14 Why wilt thou, Lord, my foul forſake, 
And hide thy face from me, 
15 That am already bruis'd, and + ſhake | 
With terror ſent from thee? 4 Heb, Pre concuſſons} 
_  Bruis'd, and afflicted, and fo ** 
As ready to expire, 
While I thy terrors undergo 
Aſtoniſh'd with thine ire. 
16 Thy fierce wrath: over me doth flow, 
Thy threatnings cut me through : 
17 All day they round about me go, 
Like waves they me purſue. 
18 Lover and friend thou haſt remoy'd, 
And ſever d from me far, 
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They fy me now whom I have lov'd, 
And as in darkneſs are. 


121218 1-5 2 —— 22 K2T2 TS+ 2 
A Paraphraſe on P/alm 1 14. 


This De the b Pſalm were done by the Author 
41 ar Years * 


HEN the bleſt led of Terah's faithful ſon, 
After long tail their liberty had won, 

And paſt from Pharian fields to Canaan land, 

Led by the ſtrength of the Almighty's hand, 
Jehovah's wonders were in Iſrael ſhown, 

His praiſe and glory was in Iſrael known. 

That ſaw the troubled ſea, and ſhivering fled, 

And ſought to hide his froth be-curted head 

Low in the earth, Jordan's clear ſtreams recoil, 

As a faint hoſt that hath receiv'd the foil. 

The high huge-bellied mountains ſkip like rams. 
Amongſt their ewes, the little hills Iike lambs. 

Why fled the ocean? and why ſkipt the mountains ? 
Why turned Jordan toward his cryſtal fountains 2 - 
Shake earth, and at the preſence be * | 

Of him that ever was, and ay ſhall laſt, 

That glaſſy floods with rugged rocks can cruſh, 
And make ſoft rills with fiery flint- ones guſh. 


Ao uh Wo Red ale 


P'SA EL. cxxxvi. 


E T us with a gladſome mind 
Praiſe the Lord, for he is kind 2. 
For his mercies ay endure, 
Ever faithful, ever ſure. 
Let us blaze his name abroad; 
For of gods he is the God, 
For his, Cc. 


SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 235 


O let us his praiſes tell, 3 8 
Who doth the wrathful n quell, | 
8 For his, &c. 
; 


| Who with his miracles doth 1 
Amazed heav'n and earth to ſhake. 
| For his, Ge. 2 
or |. Who by his wiſdom did create . 
| The painted heav'ns fo full of Rate. 
For his, &c. | 
Who did the ſolid earth ordain 
To riſe above the watry plain. 
For his, @c, 


Who by his all-commanding might, | 
Did fill the new-made world with light. 
For his, 5 
And caus'd the golden treſſed ſan, 


All the day long his courſe to run. 
For his, Ge. 


The horned moon to ſhine by RTE 


Amongſt her ſpangled Ein an 
For his, &c. 


He with his thunder lelagping hand, 
Smote the firſt- born of Egypt land, 
For his, 2 . 
And in deſpite of Pharaoh fell, 
He brought from thence his Iſrael. 
. For kis, Ge... 
 : The ruddy waves he cleft in twain 


Of the Erythrzan main. | 
Por his, GS. | 


The floods ſtood ſtill like walls of glaG,. 
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While the Hebrew bands did paſs. Bs EE 1 

For his, Gc. | | 2 1 

But full ſoon they did devour _ (if 

8 The tawny king with all his. power: 11 
Eor his, 25 Co. | 1 
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236 POEMS, Sc. 
His choſen people he did bleſs 
In the waſteful wilderneſs, * 
| For his, &c. *** 
In bloody battle he brivgke down © 
_ Kings of proweſs and renown. 
For his, Go. 


/ 20 He foil'd bold Seon and his hoſt, 
f That rul'd the Amorrean coaſt. 
. For his, GS. 
And large limb'd Og he did ſubdue, 
With all his over-hardy crew. 
For Bis, eo © | 
l And to his ſervant Iſrac! _ 
| 3 „ gave their Fans therein to dwell. | 
| He hath with a piteous exe f | 
/ Beheld us in our miſery, 
JJ Ge. | | 
And freed us from the ſlavery _— .,_ 
Of the invading enemy. 
For his, &c. 


All living creatures he doth fads | 
And with full hand . their need. 
For his, 2 C ; 
Let us therefore warble forth. | 
His mighty majeſty. and RES. | 1 75 
For his, Ge. : 5 | J 
That his manſion hath on high 
Above the reach of mortal eye. 


For his mercies ay endure, 
Ever faithful, ever ſure. 
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or EDUCATION. 


Bir Hartlib, | 4 


AM long fince perſuaded, that to ſay, or do ought 
worth memory and imitation, no purpoſe or reſpe& 
. ſhould ſooner move us, than ſimply the love of God, 


and of mankind. Nevertheleſs to write now the Dk 


forming of education, tho? it be one of the greateſt 
and nobleſt deſigns that can be thought on, and for the 
want whereof this nation periſkes, I had not yet at 
this time been induced, but by your earneſt intreaties 
and ſerious conjurement ; as having my mind for the 
preſent half diverted in the purſuance of ſome other 
aſſertions, the knowledge and the uſe of which cannot 
but be a great furtherance both to the enlargement of 
truth, and honeſt living, with much more peace. Nor 
ſhould the laws of any private friendſhip prevail'd 
with me to divide thus, ortranſpoſe my former thoughts, 


but that I ſee thoſe aims, thoſe actions which have won 


you with me the eſteem of a perſon ſent hither by ſome 
good providence from a far Country, to be the occaſi- 
on and the incitement of great, good to this iſland. 
And, as I hear, you have. obtained the ſame repute 
with men of moſt approved wiſdom, and ſome of high- 
eſt authority among us. Not to mention the learned 
correſpondence which you hold in foreign parts, and 
the extraordinary pains and diligence which you have 
uſed in this matter, both here and beyond the ſeas; 
either by the definite will of God ſo ruling or the pe- 
- culiar ſway of nature, which alſo is God's working, 
Neither can I think that, fo reputed, and ſo valued as 
you are, you would, to the forfeit of your own diſcern- 
ing ability, impoſe upon me an unfit and over- ponder- 


ons argument, but that the ſatisfadion which you pro- — 


feſs to have received from thoſe incidental diſcourſes 
which we have wandered unto, hath preſt and almoſt 
conſtrained you into a perſuaſion, that what you re- 
quire from me in this point, I neither ought, nor can 
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in conſcience defer beyond this time both of ſo much 
need of at once, and ſo much opportunity to try what 
God hath determined, I will not reſiſt therefore, what- 
ever it is, either of divine or human obligement, that 
you lay apon me; but will forthwith ſet down in writ- 


ing, as you roqgell me, that voluntary Idea, which 


hath long in ſilence preſented itſelf to me; of a better 
education, in extent and compte henſion far more large, 


and yet of time far ſhorter, and of attainment far 


more certain, than hath been yet in practice. Brief J 


hall endeavour to be; for that which 1 have td ſay, 
aſſuredly this nation hath extreme need ſhould be done 


ſooner than ſpoken. To tell you therefore what 1 


have behefited herein among old renowned authors 1 
mall ſpare; and to ſearch what many modern Janua's 


and didaQtics, more than ever I ſhall read, have pro- 
jetted, my inclination leads me not. But if you can 


accept of theſe few obſervations which have flower'd 


bf, and are, as it were, the burniſhing of many ſtudious 
and contemplative years, altogether ſpent in the ſearch 
of religious and civil knowledge, and {uch as pleaſed 


ou ſo well in the relating, I here give you them to 


diſpoſe of. 

The end then of learning i is to repair the ruins of 
our firſt parents, by regaining to. know God aright, 
and out of that knowledge to love him, to imitate 
him, to be like him, as we may the neareſt by poſſeſſing 
our ſouls of true virtue, which being united to the hea- 


_  yenly grace of faith makes up the higheſt perfection, 


But becauſe our underſtanding cannot in this body 


Found itſelf but on ſenſible things, nor arrive ſo clear- 
1 to the knowledge of God and things inviſible, as 


by orderly conning over the viſible and inferior crea- 


ture, the ſame method is neceſſarily to be followed in 


all diſcreet teaching. And ſeeing every nation affords 
experience and tradition enough for all kinds of learn- 


ing, therefore we are chiefly taught the languages of 
| hoſe gle, who have at any time been moſt * 


or EDUCATION, "x 


dus after wiſdom ; ſo that language is but the inſtru- 


ment conveying to us things uſeful to be known, And 


tho' a linguiſt ſhould pride himſelf to have all the ; 
"tongues that Babel cleft the world into, yet, if he had 

not ſtudied the ſolid things in them as well as the 
words and lexicons, he were nothing ſo much to be e- 
ſeemed a learned man, as any yeoman or tradeſman 
competently wiſe in his mother diale& only, Hence 
appear the many miſtakes which have made learning 


generally ſo unpleaſing and ſo unſucceſsful ; firſt we 
do amiſs to ſpend ſeven or eight years meevly4 in ſcrap- 


ing together ſo much miſerable Latin or Greek, as 
might be learnt otherwiſe eaſily and delightfully in one 

year, And that which caſts our proficiency therein 
| fo much behind, is our time loſt partly in too oft idle 
- vacancies given both to ſchools and univerſitięs, partly 
in a prepoſterous exaction, forcing the empty wits of 


children to compoſe themes, verſes and orations, 


which are the acts of ripeſt judgment and the final 
work of a head filled by long readirig and obſerving,” 
with elegant maxims, and copious invention. Thele - 
are not matters to be wrung from poor ſtriplings, like 
blood ont of the 'noſe, or the plucking: of untimely 
fruit? Befides the ill habit which they get of wretched 
barbarizing againſt the Latin and Greek idiom, with 
their untutored Angliciſms, odious to be read, yet 


not to be avoided without a well continu'd and judici- 
ous converſing among pure authors digeſted, which 


they ſcarce taſte; whereas, if after ſome preparatory' 


grounds of ſpeech by their certain forms got into me- 


mory, they were led to the praxis thereof in ſome choſen, 
fhort bock leſſoned throughly to them, they might then 
forthwith proceed to learn the ſubſtance of gb things, 


and arts in due order, Which would bring the whole 

language quickly into their power. 

be the moſt rational and moſt profitable way of learn 

ing languages, and whereby we may beſt hope to give 

account to God of our youth ſpent herein: : and for the 
i IL. 
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uſual method of teaching arts I deem it to be an old 


error of univerſites not yet well recovered from the 


ſcholaſtick groſſneſs of barbarous ages, that inſtead of 
beginning with arts moſt eaſy, (and thole be ſuch as 
are moſt obvious to the ſenſe,) they preſent their young 
unmatriculated novices at firſt coming with the intel- 


lective abſtractions of logick and metaphyſicks: ſo that 


they having but newly left thoſe. grammatick flats and 
ſhallows where they ſtuck unreaſonably, to learn a few 


words with lamentable conſtruction, and now on the 
ſudden tranſported under another climate to be toſt 
and turmoiled with their unbaltaſted wits in fathom- 


leſs and unquiet deeps of controverſy, do for the moſt 
part grow into hatred and contempt of learning, 
mocked and deluded all this while with ragged noti- 
ons and bablements, while they expected worthy and 
delightful knowledge; until poverty or youthful years 
call them importunately their ſeveral ways, and haſten, 
with the ſway of friends, either to an ambitious, or 
mercenary, or ignorantly zealous divinity : fome al- 


lured to the trade of law, grounding their purpoſes 


not on the prudent and heavenly contemplation of 
jaſtice and equity, which was never taught them, but 


on the promiſing and pleaſing thoughts of litigious 


terms, fat contentions, and flowing fees ; others betake 
themſelves to ſtate affairs, with fouls ſo unprincipled in 
virtue and true generous breeding, that flattery, and 
court ſhifts, and tyrannous aphoriſms appear to them 
the higheſt points of wiſdom; inſtilling their barren 
hearts with a conſcientious {lavery, if, as I rather think, 
it be not feigned : others, laſtly, of a more delicious 
and airy ſpirit, retire themſelves, knowing no better, 
to the enjoyments of eaſe and luxury, living out their 


days in feaſt and jollity : which indeed is the wiſeſt 


and ſafeſt courſe of all theſe, unleſs they were with 
more integrity undertaken. And theſe are the fruits 


of miſpending our prime youth at the ſchools and u- 
niverſities, as we do, either in learning mere words, or 


ſuch things chiefly as were better unlearnt. 
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I fhall detain you no longer in the demonſtration of 
what we ſhould not do, but ſtraight conduc you to a 


Hili-fide, where I will point you out the path of a vir- 
tuous and noble education; laborious indeed -at the 


firſt aſcent, but elſe ſo ſmooth, ſo green, ſo full of goodly 
proſpects, and melodious ſounds on every fide, that the 
harp of Orpheus was not more charming. I doubt 
not but ye ſhall. have more ado to drive our dulleſt 
and lazieſt youth, our ſtocks and ſtubs, from the in- 
finite deſire of ſuch a happy nurture, than we have 
now to hale and drag our choiceſt and hope fulleſt wits 
to that aſinine feaſt of ſow thiſtles and brambles which 


is commonly ſet before them, as all the food and en- 
tertainment of their tendereſt and molt docible age. 


I call therefore a compleat and generous education that 


which fits a man to perform juſtly, ſkilfully and mag- 


naniouſly, all the offices, both private and publick, 
of peace and war, And how all this may be done 
between twelve and one and twenty, leſs time than is 
now beſtowed in pure trifling at Grammar and Sophiſ- 
try, is to be thus ordered. 

Firſt, to find out a ſpacious houſe, and ground a- 
bout it, fit for an Academy, and big enough to lodge 
an hundred and fifty perſons, whereof twenty or there- 


about may be attendants, all under the government of 
one, who ſhall be thought of deſert ſufficient, and a- 
bility either to do all, or wiſely to direct, and overſee 


it done. This place ſhould be at once both ſchool 


and univerſity, not needing a remove to any other 


houſe of ſcholarſhip; except it be ſome peculiar college 


of law, or phyſick, where they mean to be practition- 
ers; but as for thoſe general ſtudies which take up all 


eur time from Lilly to the commencing, as they term 
it, maſter of arts, it ſhould be abſolute. After this-. 
pattern, as many edifices may be converted to this 


uſe, as ſhall be needful in every city throughoutthisland,. 
which would tend much to the increaſe of learning: 


and civility every where. This number, leſs or more: 
L. z 
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thus collected, to the convenience of a foot company, 
or interchangeably. two troops of cavalry, ſhould di- 
vide their days work into three parts, as it lies orderly: 
their ſtudies, their exerciſe, and their diet. 

For their ſtudies, firſt they ſhould. begin with the 
chief and neceffary. rules of ſome good grammar, ei- 
ther that now uſed, or any better: and while this is 


doing, their ſpeech is to be faſhioned to a diſtindt and 


clear CES as near as may be to the Italian, e- 
ſpecially in the vowels, For we Engliſhmen being 


far northerly, do not open our mouths in the cold air, 


wide enough to grace a ſouthern tongue; but are ob- 


ſerved by all other nations, to ſpeak exceeding, cloſe 
and inward : ſo that to ſmatter Latin with an Engliſh. 
mouth, is as ill a hearing as. Law- French. Next to 


make them expert in the uſefulleſt points of grammar, 
and withal to ſeaſon them, and win them early to the 
love of virtue and true labour, ere any flattering ſe- 


ducgement, or vain principle ſeize them wandring, ſome. 
eaſy and delightful book of education ſhould be ready 


to them; whereof the Greeks have ſtore, as Cebes, 
Plutarch, and other Socratic diſcourſes. But in Latin 


we haye none of claflic authority extant, except the 
two or three firſt books of Quintilian, and ſome ſelect 
pieces elſe where. But here the main {kill and ground . 


Work will be, to temper them ſuch lectures and ex- 


+ planations upon every — may lead and 
draw them in willing obedience; inflamed with the 


ſtudy of learning, and the admiration of virtue; ſtir- 


red up with high hopes of living to be brave men, 
and worthy patriots, dear to God, and famous to all 


ages; that they may deſpiſe and ſcorn. all their child- 


"liberal, 1 55 which he who hath the e art and pro- 
per eloquence to catch them with, what with mild 
and effectual perſuaſions, and what with the intimati- 
on of ſame fear, if need be, but chiefly by his own, 
_$$8mple,. might in, a ſhort ſpace gain chem to * 
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ny, eredible diligence and courage; infuſing into their- 
di- young breaſts ſuch an ingenuous and noble ardor; as 
ly: would not fail to make many of them renowned and 
. matchleſs men. At the ſame time, ſome other hour 
the of the day; might be taught them the rules of arith- 
ei- metic, and ſoon after the elements of geometry even 
18. Playing, as the old manner was. After evening re- 
nd paſt, till bed - time, their thoughts will / be belt taken 
e- up in the eaſy: grounds of religion, and. the ſtory of 
- Scripture. The next ſtep would-be to the authors of | 
ur, - agriculture, Cato, Varro, and. Columella; for the mat- 
b- ter is moſt eaſy, and if che language be difficult, fo 
oſe | much the better, it is not a difficulty above their years: 
ih. and here will be an occaſion of inciting and enabling 
to them hereafter to improve the tillage of their country, 
ar, to recover the bad ſoil, and ta remedy. the waſte that 
he is made of good: for this was one of Hereales's praiſes, - 
1 Ere half theſe authors be read {which will ſoon be, 
me. with plying hard, and daily) they cannot chooſe but 
dy be maſters of an ordinary proſe. So that it; will be 
es, then ſeaſonable for them to learn in any modern au- 
tin thor, the ute of the globes, and all the maps; firk -. 
the with the old names, and then with; the new: or they 
ect might be then capable to read any compendious me- 
d. thod of natural philoſophy. And at the Tame time 
Xe might be entring into the Greek tongue, after the 
nd ſame manner as was betere preſcribed. in the Latin; 
he whereby the diffieulties of grammar being ſoon over- 
ir- come, all the. hiſtorical- phyſiology of Ariſtotle and 
In, Theophraſtus are open before them, and as I may. fay; . 
all under contribution. The like accefs will: be to Vi- 
d- truvius, to Seneca's-natural queſtions, to Mela, Celſus, 
nd Pliny, or Solinus. And having thus: paſt the princi- 
ples of Arithmetic, Geometry, Aſtronomy, and Geogrta- 
1d phy, with a general compact of phyſicks, they may de - 
ti- \ . feend in Mathematicks to the inſtrumental ſcience of 
* Trigonometry, and from thence to fortification, archi» - 
ne, ture, enginry, or navigation. And in natural phis.- 
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loſophy they may proceed leiſurely from the hiſtory | 
of meteors, minerals, plants and living creatures, as 


far as anatomy. Then alſo in courſe might be read to 
them out of ſome not tedious writer the inſtitution of 


phyſick; that they may know the tempers, the humours, 


the ſeaſons, and how to manage a crudity: which he 


.who can wiſely and. timely do, is not only a great phy- 


: fician to himſelf, and to his friends, but alſo may at 


{ome time or other ſave an army by this frugal and ex- 


penceleſs means only; and not let the healthy and 


ſtout bodies of young men rot away under him for 


want of this diſcipline; which is a great pity and no 
leſs a ſhame to the commander. To ſet forward all 

theſe proceedings in nature and mathematicks, what 
hinders, hut that they may procure as oft as ſhall be 


needſal, the helpful experiences of hunters, fowlers, 


fiſhermen, fhepherds, gardeners, apothecaries; and in 


the other ſciences, architects, engineers, mariners, an- 
-atomiſts; who doubtleſs would be ready, ſome: for re- 
ward, and ſome to favour ſuch a hopeful ſeminary ? 


And this. will give them ſuch a real tincture of natural 


knowledge, as they ſhall never ferget, but daily aug- 


ment with delight. Then alſo thoſe poets which are 


now counted moſt hard, will be both facile and plea- 


ſant, Orpheus, Heſiod, Theocritus, Aratus, Nicander, 
Oppian, Dionytzus: and in Latin FANG Manilius, 


and the rural part of Virgil. 
By this time, years and good general precepts will 


Rave furniſned them more diſtinctly with that act of 
reaſon which in Ethics is called Proaireſis; that they 
may with ſome judgment contemplate upon moral. 


good and evil. Then will be required a ſpecial rein- 
-forcement of conſtant and ſound endoctrinating to ſet 
them right and firm, inſtructing them more amply in 
the knowledge of virtue and the hatred of vice: while 
their young and pliant affections are lead thro? all the 
moral works of Plato, Xenophon, Cicero, Plutarch, 


Lacruus, and thoſe Locrian remnants but ſtill to be 4 
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reduced in their nightward ſtudies, wherewith. they 
cloſe the day's work, under the determinate ſentence - 


of David or Solomon, or the Evangeliſts and. apoſtolic 
Scriptures, Being perfect in the knowledge of perſon- 


al duty, they may then begin the ſtudy of economies. 


And either now, or before this, they may have eattly.. * 
learnt at any odd hour the Italian tongue. And ſoon 
after, but with warineſs and good antidote, it would 
be wholeſom enough to let them taſte ſome choice 


-comedies, Greek, Latin, or Italian: thoſe tragedies 


alſo that treat of houſhold matters, as Trachiniæ, Al- 


ceſtis, and the like. The next remove muſt be to che 
Rudy of Politics; to know the beginning, end, and rea- 


ſens of political ſocieties ; - that they may not in a dan 


-gerous fit of the commonwealth be ſuch. poor, ſhaken, , 
-uncertain'reeds, of ſuch a tortering conſcience, as ma- 
ny of our great counſellors have lately ſhewn them- 


ſelves, but ſtedfaſt pillars of the ſtate. After this they 


are to dive into the grounds of law, and legal juſtiee; 


delivered firſt, and with beſt warrant, by Moſes; and 


as far as human prudence can be truſted, in thoſe ex- 


-tolled remains of Græcian law givers, Lyeurgus, So- 


lon, Zaleucus, Charondas; and thence to all the Ro- 


man edicts and tables, wh their Juſtinian; and ſo 


down to the Saxon and common laws of England, 
and the ſtatutes. Sundays alſo and every evening may 


be now underſtandingly ſpent in the higheſt matters 


of Theology, and church hiſtory ancient and modern: 


:and ere this time the Hebrew tongue at a ſet hour 
might have been gained, that the Seriptures may be 


now read in their own original: whereto it would be 
no impoſſibility to add the Chaldee, and the Syrian 
dialect. When all theſe employments are well con- 


quered, then will the choice Hiſtories, Heroic Poems 


and Attie tragedies of ſtatelieſt and moſt regal argu- 
ment with all the famous political orations, offer them- 
elves; which if they were not only read, but ſome of 
them got by memory, and ſolemnly pronounced with 
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rightlaccent and grace, as might be taught; would en- 


due them even with the ſpirit and - vigour of Demoſ- 
thenes, or Cicero, Euripides, or Sophocles. And now 


laſtly will be the time to read with them thoſe organic 
arts which enable men to diſcourſe and write per- 
ſpicuouſly, elegantly, and according to the fitted 


ſtyle of. lofty, mean, or: lowly, Logic therefore, o 


much: as is uſeful, is to be referred to this-due place, 
With all her well-couch'd heads and. topics, until it 


be time to open. her-contracted. palm into a graceful 


and ornate Rhetorick, taught out of the rules of Plats, 
Ariſtotle, Phalereus, Cicero, Hermogenes, Longinus. 


To which Poetry would be made ſubſe quent, or indeed 


rather precedent, as being leſs ſubtile and fine, but 


more ſimple, ſenſuous and paſſionate. L mean not 
here the proſody of a verſe, which they could not but 


have hit on. before among the rudiments of gramman; 
but that ſublime- art which in. Ariſtotle's Poetics, in 
Horace, and the Italian commentaries of Caſtlevetro, 


| Taſſo, Mazzoni, and others, teaches what the laws 
are of a true Epĩe ꝓoem, what of a Dramatic, what of 


a. Lyric, what decorum is, which is the grand maſtey- 
piece to obſerve. This would make them ſoon per- 


ceive what deſpicable creatures our common rhymers 


and play - writers be, and ſhew them, what religious, 


what glorious. and magnificent uſe might be made of 


poetry both in divine and human things From henge 
and not till now will be the right ſeaſon of forming 


them to be able writers and compoſers in every excellent 


matter, when they ſhall be thus fraught with an u- 


niverſal inſight. into things Or whether they be to - 
ſpeak in. parliament or council, honour and attention 


would be waiting on their lips. There would then al- 


ſo appear in pulpits other viſages, other geſtures, and J 
. inff otherwiſe wrought than what we now fit under, 


oft-times to as great a trial of our patience as any o- 


ther that they preach to us Thele are the ſtudies 


wherein. our noble and. our gentle youth ought to be- 
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_ ow. their time in a diſciplinary way from twelve to 
one and twenty; unleſs they rely more upon their an» 
ceſtors dead, than upon themſelves living. In which 
methodical courſe it is ſo ſuppoſed they muſt proceed 
by the ſteddy pace of learning onward, as at conveni- 
ent times for memory's ſake to retire. back into the 
middle ward, and ſometimes into the rear of what they 
have been taught, until they have confirmed, and 
ſolidly united the whole bady of their perfected know - 
ledge, like the laſt embattelling of a Roman legion. 
Now will be worth the ſeeing what exerciſes. and re- 
creations may beſt, agree, and become theſe ſtudies. 


Their E X E RCI S E. 
The courſe. of ſtudy hitherto briefly deſcribed, is, 


what I can gueſs; by reading, likeſt to thoſe. ancient 
and famous ſchools of Pythagoras, Plato, Iſoerates, 


Ariſtotle, and ſuch others, out of which were bred 
up ſuch a number of renowned philoſophers, orators, 
hiſtorians, poets, and princes all over Greece, Italy. 


and Aſia, beſides the flouriſhing ſtudies of Cyrene and 


Alexandria. But herein it ſhall exceed them, and ſup- 


-ply.a defect as great as that which Plato noted in the 
commonwealth of Sparta; whereas that city trained 
up their youth moſt for war, and theſe in their acade- 


mies and Lycæum, all for the govn, this inſtitution of 
breeding, which I here delineate, ſhall be equally good 
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both for peace and war, Thereſore about an hour 
and a half ere they eat at noon ſhould be allow'd them 
for exerciſe, and due reſt afterward ; but che time:for 
this may be enlarged at pleaſure, according as their 
riſing in the morning ſhall be early. The exerciſe. 
which I commend firſt, is the exact uſe of their wea- 
pon, to guard and to {trike ſafely with edge, or point; 
this will keep them healthy, nimble, ſtrong, and well 
in breath, is alſo the likelieſt means to make them grow 
large and tall, and to inſpire them with a gallant and. 
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| fearleſs courage, which being tempered with ſeaſon- fect 


Aa uble lectures and precepts to them of true fortitude way 
= and patience, will turn into a native and heroic valour, hop 
and make them hate the cowardice of doing wrong. diſc 

They muſt be alſo practiſed in all the locks and gripes ther 

ef wreſtling, wherein Engliſhmen were wont to excell, not 

as need may often be in fight to tugg or grapple, and 20 


to cloſe. And this perhaps will be enough, wherein ſeer 
to prove and heat their ſingle ſtrength. The interim ſera 


of unſweating themſelves regularly, and convenient mal 

reſt before meat, may both with profit and delight be | ſold 

taken up in recreating and compoſing their travailed rap 

fpirits with the ſolemn and divine harmonies of muſick || Ov? 

heard or learn'd; either while the ſkilful Organiſt plies goc 

mis grave and e deſcant, in lofty fugues, or the But 

whole ſymphony with artful and unimaginable touches ſtar 

_ adorn and grace the well-ſtudied chords. of fome choice of | 

| _ compoſer; ſometimes the lute, or ſoft organ-ſtop wait- abr 

Ing on elegant voices either to religious, martial or air 

civil ditties ; which, if wiſe men and prophets be not len 

extremely out, have a great power over diſpoſitions An 

and manners, to ſmooth and make them gentle from. I fl 

ruſtick harſhneſs and diſtempered paſſions. The like ing 

alſo would not be unexpedient after meat to aſſiſt and ha 

cheriſh nature in her firſt concoction, and ſend their- pa 

minds back to ſtudy in good tune and ſatisfaction. ter 

Where having followed it cloſe under vigilant eyes ſtr 

' till about two: hours before ſupper, they are by ſud - to 

den alarum or watch: word to: be called out to their tic 

military motions, under ſky or covert, according to ſo 

the ſeaſon, as was the Roman wont; firſt on foot, an 

then as their age permits, on horſe back, to- all the cu 

art of cavalry; that having in ſport but with much ce 

| ee rxactneſs, and. daily muſter, ſerved out the rudiments fa 
= . of their ſoldierſhip in all the ſkill of: embattelling, ne 
1 marching, encamping, fortifying, befieging and bat» AN 
tering, with all the helps of ancient and modern. ſtra- | an 


tagems, tacticks, and warlike maxims, they, may avit: | 
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were out of a long war come forth renowned and per- 


fet commanders in the ſervice of their country. They 
would not. then, if they were truſted with fair and 


hopeful armies, ſuffer them for want of juſt and wiſe 


diſcipline to ſhed away from abont them like fick fea- 
thers, tho' they be never ſo oft ſupplied: they would 
not ſuffer their empty, and unrecruitible colonels of 
20 men in a company, to quaff out, or convey into 


. ſecret hoards, the wages of a deluſive liſt, and a mi- 


ſerable remnant: yet in the mean while to be over- 
maſtered with a ſcore or two of drunkards, the only 
ſoldiery left about them, or elſe to comply with all 
rapines and violences. No certainly, if they knew 
ought of that knowledge that belongs to good men or 
good governors, they would not ſuffer theſe things. 


But to return to our own inſtitute, beſides theſe con- 
ſtant exerciſes at home, there is another opportunity 
of gaining experience to be won from pleaſure itlelf 


abroad, In thoſe vernal ſeaſons of the year, when the 
air is calm and pleaſanr, it were an injury and ſul- 


lenneſs againſt nature not to go out, and ſee her riches, 


and partake in her rejoicing with heaven and earth. 
I ſhould not therefore be a perſuader to them of ſtudy- 
ing much then, after two or three years that they 


have well laid their grounds, but to ride out in com- 


panies with prudent and ſtaid guides, to all the quar- 
ters of the land; learning and obſerving all places of 
ſtrength, all commodities of building and of ſoil, for 


towns and tillage, harbours and ports for trade: ſome - 


times taking ſea as far as to our navy, to learn there al- 


ſo what they can in the practical knowledge of ſailing _ 
and of ſea-fight, Theſe ways would try all their pe- 
culiar gifts of nature; and if there were any ſecret ex- 
cellence-among them, would fetch it out, and give it 
fair opportunities to advance itſelf by, which. could 


not but mightily-redound to the good of this nation, 


and bring into faſhion again thoſe old admired virtues 
and excellencies, with far more advantage now in this 
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purity of Chriſtian knowledge. Nor (hall we then 
need the Monſieurs of Paris to take our hopeful ycuth 
into their ſlight and prodigal cuſtodies, and ſend them 
over back again transformed into mimicks, apes, and 
kickſhaws. But if they deſire to ſee other conntries 
at three or four and twenty years of age, not to learn 
Principles, but to enlarge experience and make wiſe 
obſervation, they will by that time be ſuch as ſhall 
deſerve the regard and honour of all men where they 
Paſs, and the ſociety and friendſhip of thoſe in all 
Places who are beſt and moſt eminent : and perhaps 
then other nations will be glad to viſit us for their 
breeding, or elſe to imitate us in their own conntry. 
Now laſtly for their diet there cannot be much to 
fay, fave only that it would be beſt in the ſame houſe ; 
for much time elſe would be loſt abroad, and many 
ill habits got; and that it ſhould be plain, healthful, 
and moderate, I ſuppoſe is out of controverſy. Thus, 
Mr. Hartlib, you have a general view in writing, as 
your deſire was, of that which at ſeveral times I had 
diſcourſed with you concerning the beſt and nobleſt 
way of education; not beginning as ſome have done 
from the cradle, which yet might be worth many con- 
ſiderations, if brevity had not been my ſcope: many 
other circumſtances alſo I could have mentioned, but 
this, to ſuch as have the worth in them to make trial, 
for light and direction may be enough. Only I be- 
lieve, that this is not a bow for every man to {hoot 
in that connts himſelf a teacher; but will require 
finews almoſt equal to thoſe which Homer gave Ulyſ- 
| ſes; yet TI am withal perſuaded that it may prove 
much more eaſy in the eſſay, than it now ſeems at a 
diſtance, and much more illuſtrious; howbeitnot more 
difficult than Iimagine, and that imagination preſents me 
with nothing but very happy and very poſſible accord- 
ing to beſt wiſhes; if God have ſo decreed, and this 
age have ſpirit and capacity enough to Oe” 
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